
Autumn 2015 
Dear parents/carers, 

Welcome to a new term and a year in Willow class.  It’s been lovely to see all the children again 
after a summer break.  We’ve had an exciting week and the children have settled brilliantly. Be-
low are the highlights of the things that the children will be learning this term.   

 

If  you have any queries you can, of course, talk to me or alternatively email me at cthom-
as@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk. 

English: Over the course of the 
term children  will develop their 
understanding of simple sentenc-
es.  Year 1s will be working on 

building up their writing skills to create simple 
sentences, whereas year 2s will be developing 
sentences further, with greater detail.  We have 
started by creating adventures for ‘tiny friends’ 
and then children will look at story structures us-
ing some familiar and (perhaps) less familiar sto-
ries.  Phonics will happen daily, along with regular 
handwriting and spelling. 

Maths — Nearly all learning in 
maths this term will focus on num-
ber—this will start with work on 
place value and counting.  We will 
move on to look at addition and 
subtraction strategies including 

one or ten more/less.  Year 2s will look at cross-
ing boundaries while year 1s will build up their 
knowledge of number bonds.  Children will use 
lots of concrete materials to support their learn-
ing (e.g. beadstrings, counters and numberlines).  
We’ll explore maths through investigations and 
interactive activities. 

PE will be on a Monday. Children will now need 
to bring a PE kit to school to change into to devel-
op self care skills. 

RE - This term children will be learning about 
the creation story from a Christian perspec-
tive.  After half term children will learn about 
who Muslims are and how they live. 

      Mr Thomas, Mrs Pawley and Miss Phillips  

 

Reading books—Reading books will be changed on a 
Monday and Thursday. Children will either have a 
phonics book that follows the week’s phonics or a col-
our band book (starting at turquoise).  They will also 
take home a library book (of their choice) every Thurs-
day.  Please return your book for a new one.  

Childhood—(Subjects: History, Geography, PSHE, English, DT, Art, Computing, PE, Maths) 

In the Childhood project, your child will learn words and phrases related to the passage of time. 
They will explore artefacts to help them to understand childhood in the past and how childhood 
has changed over time. They will explore the six stages of life and explore timelines and family 
trees. Everyday life in the 1950s will be explored, including shopping, transport, family life and 
childhood. They will also learn about the significance of Queen Elizabeth II's coronation in 1953 by 
studying photographs and online sources. The children will use maps to explore how places have changed over 
time and highlight any similarities or differences between childhood today and childhood in the 1950s. At the end 
of the project, they will create knowledge organisers for children who are about to study the topic of childhood.   
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PSHE will have a focus on mental health 
and well being as part of Offwell 
‘recovery’ curriculum.  Learning will fo-

cus on feelings and how to deal with them. 


