
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school and our new topic Buildings. 
We will start by studying the story of The 3 Little Pigs, 

before moving on to exploring, naming and sorting different 

materials in our construction site. We will extend physical 

skills as well as learning new vocabulary and practising working as a team. 

Later, we will explore and map the different houses within the village and 

compare them with houses from around the world.  

   Our observations of the children will really focus on the skills of listening and 

attention, understanding and speaking. I have attached a section from the very useful 

document What to Expect in the Foundation Stage as there are some great ideas to 

support your child’s language and communication skills, within it. You may also like to 

look at https://padlet.com/TogetherForDevonAntenatalto5/3to5  if you have any 

concerns relating to your child’s speech and use of language. Please do always share any 

concerns you may have, with us and we can work together to support your child. 

    As covid restrictions are beginning to ease, we would love to hear from any family 

members who may be willing and able to demonstrate construction skills to the 

class…..maybe build a temporary wall, or saw and join pieces of wood? Similarly, if any 

friends work within the construction industry and would be able to film a short video, 

describing their job, that would be wonderful. We want to learn about different 

occupations related to buildings. Please let Mrs Hunt know if you can help. Thank you. 

   We would also appreciate everyone saving a cereal box for a modelling project (bring it 

in whenever you have it)and any donations towards our construction site; offcuts of 

guttering, gravel, canes, tiles etc. Thank you. 

   I am hoping to run parent meetings over the next three weeks and Mrs Davey will be 

emailing you with available dates and times. I am happy to offer in person or zoom 

meetings. As mentioned previously, if any parents or carers of Reception children would 

like advice on supporting your child’s reading and spelling at home I will also run a 

phonics workshop. Please let me know if you are interested. 

   Please can I ask all new families to let me have a look at the 2 year progress check, in 

your child’s Red Book, so that we can best support your child. We will return 

them on the same day. Thank you. 

  The end of term will see our usual Easter celebrations, including an Easter 

Egg Hunt. Look out for further details to follow. 

   Looking forward to another busy half term.  

Kind regards  

Sally Hunt 

Ash class newsletter 
Autumn Second half of Spring term 2022 

Mrs Hunt  

E-mail: shunt@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk 
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What happens early, matters for a lifetime. 

Chat, Play, Read -  Giving your child the best start in life. 

• Children love to talk about all sorts of things. Make time to have back and forth 

conversations.  

• Go with what your child is interested in. This will help them learn lot of new words. 

• Sharing books and telling stories is a lovely way to build closeness and encourage 

conversations.  

• Sharing books with your child at a young age will help them to develop a love of reading.  

• Talk to your child about what is happening in the pictures.  

• Young children love to hear and read their favourite books and stories again and again. 

 

3 & 4 -year -olds: Communication and Language 

  

• If I am really busy in my play, I can find it difficult to switch my attention and listen to 

what you say to me. It helps me if you use my name and say: “Please stop and listen.”  

• I can use lots of different words. I like to learn new words.  

• It helps me if you explain what new words mean.  

• I can understand questions and instructions that are more complicated and have two parts, 

like: “Please get your coat and wait at the door.”  

• When you ask me questions about why something happened, I understand, e.g. “Why do you 

think the caterpillar got so big? 

  I know lots of songs and enjoy singing them.  

• I can tell you a long story and talk about my favourite books. I know lots of nursery rhymes. 

• I am still learning how to use word endings. I might still make mistakes such as ‘runned’ for 

‘ran’. Instead of correcting me, please reply and use the right ending, e.g. “Yes, I saw how 

fast you ran!”  

• I am still learning to pronounce some words. These are sounds that I might still find tricky, 

e.g. j, th, ch, and sh. 

  I can use long sentences of four to six words.  

• I can use words and actions to explain my thoughts and ideas. I can give my point of view 

and disagree.  

• I like having long conversations with you and my friends.  

• When I am playing I talk to pretend: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” 


