18th February 2022
Dear Families and Friends,
As you will know, along with many other local schools, we had to take the decision to close, due to a
warning of severe weather. We hope that you have been able to stay safe and we look forward to
welcoming you back after half-term. Teachers have posted work onto Google Classroom, which
children can access to keep them busy. Our Stars of The Week will be saved for the week we return.
Our Year 6 students continue to amaze us with
their commitment and compassion for others. This
week, Isla is asking for donations for The Marine
Conservation Society, and Faber, Clem, Abi M and
Hattie are mentioned in The Midweek Herald for
their efforts! We are so proud of you all.

Covid Update:
Regardless of any wider changes, we will take advice from SAGE (The Government’s scientific
advisory body) and look at our own school situation, concerning any ongoing protections that may
need to be in place in school after half term.
This week should provide a good break and prevent further spread of Covid, especially if families
take care to test regularly and avoid close contact with people who may not be taking the same
precautions. If we have no further reports of Covid in the school population, we hope to return to
relatively normal routines, although we ask that you remain vigilant and considerate of others at
school.
If you, your child, or a family member have any symptoms of Covid, however, you should isolate,
arrange for a PCR test and let us know the result, please. If you or a family member tests positive
using a LFT, please report it and tell us, so we can protect others.
Covid is thankfully experienced by most, if vaccinated, as a relatively mild illness, but it is not the
same as a cold or flu, and can have lasting effects on various parts of the body in those affected.

Immunisation for 5 to 11 year olds

All 5-11 year olds are now eligible for Covid vaccination. Since December, this was available to
recognised clinical risk groups or where they have continuing, unavoidable close contact with
individuals of any age who are immunosuppressed. Paediatricians and GPs will make contact with
you directly to arrange for vaccinations, if your child is eligible.
Parents of children over 5, who are not vulnerable, can also opt to have their child immunised, to
protect them from the impact of future infection, although vulnerable groups will naturally take
priority.

Learning:
Our Learn Well display is up in the entrance corridor. It sets out to answer the questions: ‘How do
we Learn?’ and ‘Why do we Learn?’, as shared last week.
Together For Devon - Lets get chatting 'padlet' has learning resources for parents of 3-5 yr olds in one
place, including Hungry Little Minds, Tiny happy people
etc: https://padlet.com/TogetherForDevonAntenatalto5/3to5

Let's Get Chatting for 3 to 5
year olds - Padlet
Supporting Devon parents with key
messages about speech, language and
communication for their 3-5 year old child
padlet.com

A vital aspect of learning well is to develop fluent recall of key facts - e.g: Number Bonds, times
tables, phonemes or high frequency words - so that your child has ready access to them when
needed. This gives them the capacity to draw on this information, if it is held in long term memory,
so they can hold several facts in their working memory and use them to, say, read and understand a
story, or work out how much they will have left over from a pound if they buy six sweets worth 20p
each.
If you would like your child to become fluent in recognising common words, or learn number bonds
off by heart, you should find these links useful:
https://wordwall.net/en-gb/community/first-5-high-frequency-words-pairs-game
https://wordwall.net/en-gb/community/number-bonds

Number bonds - Teaching resources
Number Bonds to 10 - number bonds to 20 - Number bonds to 10 match up KS1 Number bonds to 10 - number bonds to 20 - number bonds to 100 - number bonds

wordwall.net

Stay safe and see you on Monday 28th February.

Lorna Legg

