
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Dear Parents and Friends,                                          5th March 2021 
 
Firstly, a huge welcome to Joseph and his family. Joseph has joined Reception 
in Ash Class.  
 
Before everyone comes back and we return to some sort of normal routine, I’d 
like to say a massive thank you to all of you who have been so kind to us, over 
this further period of change. We know that you will also have been going 
through your own upheaval, so for you to consider our challenges is really 
kind. So, thank you for the emails, flowers, chocolates, biscuits, comments and 
cards. Your support has helped enormously  
 
In addition, well done to our parents, carers and children, who have invested 
so much time over the past months, keeping safe, happy and on track with 
learning, as far as possible. We know how challenging this must have been, 
especially for parents and carers with your own working lives, whether online 
or at the front-line. We are glad to have supported you. To our Critical Worker 
families, we all send you our special thanks, for keeping going through the last 
year (and counting). 
 
While most children (families and staff) will be glad to return to a more normal 
routine, we are aware that next week will be another change for everyone, so 
none of us should be surprised if those who usually cope might be a bit more 
tired than usual, and even those who have been in school throughout could 
find many more children a challenge at first. We are thinking ahead and will 
check on wellbeing during the day, to gradually ease back into the structure of 
the school week. Parents’ Evenings will be held after Easter this year, to give 
time to evaluate our next steps and see some impact, but let’s keep in touch 
over the next few weeks, so we can swap notes on how your child is adjusting. 
It is important though, to remind everyone that we are not yet able to go 
back to Pre-Covid normal, until all groups (including school staff!) are 
vaccinated.  Please minimise any crossing over between families, to prevent 
the spread seen when schools opened in September. Thank you all for 
respecting this. So, until further notice, please: 

 One parent / Carer only, on drop off and collection at school gate. 

 Maintain 2 m distance between your family group and any other 
families at the school gate and beyond. Please do not allow children 
from different family groups to play together at the field. You should 
not share lifts with anyone outside your bubble for this reason. 

 Wear a mask if coming onto school premises, or whenever it is 
impossible to maintain 2m distance, for your protection, and for the 
protection of others. 

 Staggered drop off and collection times will continue, to promote 
safe distancing. Parking is at the village hall only and please avoid 
driving past school when children may be at risk. 

There is a reminder of Drop Off and Pick Up times for next week in a separate 
document you can stick on your fridge. There are a few changes: because most 
families have siblings in different classes, we have reduced the wait to 10 
minutes to avoid the complication of separate arrangements. We thank you 
for your patience and ask that social distancing of adults and children is 
maintained for this short time. 
 
 

 
Children: when you come in, 
from Monday, every morning we 
will help you to recall and 
develop your core skills in 
reading, writing and 
mathematics. You will have learnt 
many things over the past two 
months, whether you were in 
school or not, so please share 
your new knowledge and skills 
with your teacher, who will want 
to know what you can do now 
that you couldn’t before, but also 
will want to help you with what 
you know you need to learn next. 
We will leave any assessment 
until week two, to give everyone 
a chance to settle back in to their 
routine.  

We will also take every 
opportunity to get out in our 
school grounds and you will 
notice that we have already 
started to tidy and beautify the 
areas around each class. You can 
join in to tidy your area, by 
joining in the Great British Spring 
Clean: 
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/
get-involved/support-our-
campaigns/great-british-spring-
clean 
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 We will return to exploring Offwell woods, with every class having a weekly 
slot available to them. We are incredibly lucky to have this resource on our 
doorstep, when school trips elsewhere are still not possible. 
Our exciting whole school project for the three weeks leading up to Easter is 
developing well. We hope to share the outcomes from each class each week 
and your teachers will be keen to share ideas and activities for the first weeks 
back:  
Week 1) a journey into the school’s historic past;  
Week 2) a review of the recent past, as eye-witnesses to future history; and  
Week 3) will give the chance to look ahead, to ask children their plans and 
predictions for 2030…  
Then, it will almost be Easter! 
 
NHS Test and Trace 
As announced earlier this week, all adults in households with school age 
children can now access regular rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing, even 
without symptoms. Parents and other adults includes childcare and support 
bubbles. Undertaking twice-weekly testing helps reduce transmission of the 
virus. The tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for 
a household, childcare or support bubble to collect their test to take at home, 
either collected or ordered online:  

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or  
over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 

 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can  
access testing through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those  
who need it most 

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 
(free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 
11pm. Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not 
being asked to take a test. 
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. 
Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, wearing face coverings, and 
maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing 
transmission rates and will help us all to play our part and do what 
we can to protect each other. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Research Project for Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils. 
As a school, we are obviously big fans of life-long learning, so we are 
open to supporting research projects whenever possible, especially where 
they may bring benefit to our pupils. Therefore, we have taken the 
opportunity to be part of the Stand Together Project, which is being run by 
Exeter University, in collaboration with universities across the country. 
Detailed information is being sent to you via email, with the option to opt out 
if you choose. 
Lorna Legg 
‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

PTFA Bingo 
Friday, 26th March – 5.30pm 
Via Zoom 
Please see the attached poster 
giving more information and how 
to buy books. 
 
Laptops 
We hope to have had the 
majority of the Chromebooks 
back today - I’m sure some of you 
might be grateful for a screen 
free weekend! - but if not, we will 
expect them back in school on 
Monday, as every single one will 
be needed in class when all the 
children are back and they need 
to be cleaned. 
 
World Book Day 
Well done for the excellent hats 
and masks you showed off in 
your class Meet Ups today, which 
represented either the facts, the 
story, or a character from your 
favourite book.  
We have £1 Book Vouchers for 
every child, and these can be 
used to buy a whole book in 
many cases, or put towards a 
larger book purchase. We will 
save these to hand out on 
Monday, so that every child can 
have one. Here are some ideas to 
consider…. 

 8th March Science Week 

– Historic Scientific 
discoveries and related 
activities 

19th March Comic Relief – dress 
up as a super-hero (and bring 
£1/your chosen contribution) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff

