
The Link 
 
Offwell School has started the Spring Term albeit in a slightly 
different way.  We are schooling on two fronts at the moment.  
Firstly, in school we have a number of children who are the 
offspring of critical workers – they come in for either a whole or 
proportion of a week depending on the family needs and spaces in 
school which still allow us to maintain social distancing.  Secondly, 
using Google Classroom the teachers have adapted their lessons for use in school and at home.  
We now have set times twice a day for each class, also on Google Classroom, when we are able 
to engage directly with the children.  

 
The school is committed to providing families and children with the support they 
need and helping each child to learn is a shared aim over the next 5 weeks.  The DfE 
gives guidelines for the minimum number of hours learning a school should provide, 
ranging from 2 hours in EYFS to 4 hours at KS2. Teaching staff have been able to 
upload work, including daily lessons on Maths and English and a variety of afternoon 

activities, including some history and geography.  We are also making music available at home 
using our online music platform 
 
On a different note, we hope you all liked the Christmas display on 
one of our fences and the magnificent tree that went up in our 

bottom playground?  We were slightly hampered 
by the weather which was not kind to the 
laminated baubles created by each child!  The Christmas bunting will be coming 
down soon and will be replaced by a non-specific bunting (thank you to the 
member of the village community who gave us material).  The wellies have 
been replanted with a layer of bulbs below a pansy – sadly some of our pansies 
have vanished!  Again, thank you to Carol Hayes and Melanie Jolly who have 
helped us with weeding, ideas and encouragement to keep the front of school 
looking welcoming. 

 
We are looking to the future all the time and planning ahead for when all our children will be 
back at school.  The days are getting longer and we will be delighted when we can go back to 
playing on the field or in our meadow. 
 
Finally, all the staff were very touched this week when one of our families sent 
in a beautiful vase of flowers as a thank you for all our efforts.  It was a 
wonderful gesture and we are grateful for all the support we receive from the 
whole school community. 
 
 


