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As well as taking part 
in this virtual 
pentathlon (details on 
Google Classroom) 
Oliver K has taken part 
in. The Devon Virtual 
Games first Challenge -
 The Walk, Jog, Run, 
Challenge- and 
completed 40 miles! 
Congratulations, 
Oliver! 

 

Dear Families and Friends,                                        19th June 2020 

Having launched our learning platform after Easter, to develop our online offer 
further, it is reassuring that now 90% of our children (Y1 – Y6), whether at 
home or in school, have been able to log on to Google Classroom and Nursery 
and Reception continue to benefit from online support via Tapestry. More 
children are now taking part in face to face support, as well as accessing our 
new look Home Learning Projects, sharing their work, linking to a wide range 
of resources and competitions, plus experiencing the undoubted benefit of 
contact with their classmates.  
 
Face to face sessions are for all of our children (in or out of school) and will 
usually take place at the same time on Wednesday each week: Ash: 3.30pm; 
Willow: 9am; Beech 10am and Oak: 11am. All our children have been brilliant 
at learning slightly new ways to work and play. Those currently attending 
school have been very sensible, have settled well and are busy getting on with 
their learning as well as clearly appreciating the chance to see each other 
again. It has been wonderful to see them, notice how much they’ve grown and 
hear all their news. I wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has had to 
celebrate in lockdown, by the way, and I hope you had a good time!  
 
If you are one of the 10% who have not yet accessed Google Classroom, then 
due to the extended period many of our children could have been without 
teacher time, we want to help your child to take part, so please respond to 
the email sent out this week. We understand that bandwidth, hardware and 
firewalls can be a significant barrier (as can technical jargon!). While we 
cannot solve all these issues, we can give basic advice over the phone to 
support logging on, and even lend you a device which can be collected from 
school, if yours are all being used (as may be the case while everyone is 
working from home!). 
 
I know you enjoyed the Rainforest theme and I was impressed by the 
knowledge so many of you shared. Next week’s theme is Famous and 
Significant People, so here are some sites you might like to research: 
https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/index.html  
https://www.biographyonline.net/people/famous-100.html 
https://www.biographyonline.net/people/famous/100-women.html 
I am sure that many of you will have gathered quite an armoury of resources 
and ideas over the past few months, so if there is anything you think might be 
helpful to other families, please share. I will happily post them on our whole 
school page and via this newsletter (let me know where each idea came from). 
In addition, if you would like to ask questions about your child’s learning, or 
any other aspect of school life which we can answer, please get in touch.  
 
Toby has created  
These with his 3D 
pen. Yes, I want one 
too! 
 
 
 
 
 

Offwell’s Gallery: Last week, we 
had pictures from Noah, Ella and 
Jessica. If you have photographs 
you would like to share, please 
send them to admin@offwell-
primary.devon.sch.uk with a 
short explanation and your name. 

 
Tamara and Nathan are clearly 
delighted to have learnt about 
chocolate! 
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 Free School Meals: You may have heard that the government in England has 
agreed to extend a voucher scheme for children on free school meals during 
the summer holidays, following a campaign by footballer Marcus Rashford and 
others. Please check your income and circumstances with the criteria below 
and apply if you thing you may be eligible. A successful application would not 
only provide you with a free school meal voucher for your child but also 
money for the school to support your child.   
All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England 
automatically get free school meals. From year 3 onwards, children whose 
parents are getting any of the following are entitled to free school meals: 

 Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of 
no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of 
your most recent assessment periods). 

 Income Support (IS). 
 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 
 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual gross income as assessed by Her Majesty’s 
Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190). 

 Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 
weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit). 

How to apply: Apply through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest 
and easiest way and will result in you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, 
call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. If you think you may be eligible 
and your child is in Reception to Year 2, please apply anyway as an approved 
application would entitle your child to a free meal for the entire time they are 
at primary school even if your circumstances change (and would mean more 
money for us)! 

Resources to help us all Be Well; Learn Well and Live Well: 
 
Important Notes regarding school attendance:  
 

 Please stick to social distancing rules outside school – we ensure 
children are safely distanced, so please do not allow close contact 
with others beyond your household outside school. This is a key 
condition of continued attendance and is to protect yourselves and 
others from any further spread.  

 Please let us know if your child is unable to attend and why, as soon 
as possible.  

 Please ensure only one adult from your household or support bubble 
drops off or collects – nobody outside your household should be in 
close contact (i.e: in same car) according to current regulations.  

 As a result of the sensible way those attending have adhered to social 
distancing on site (thank you!), children are able to come to school 
from 8.45am to 9am, rather than sticking to the set times for your 
Bubble.  

 
 

Home Alone - We have 
been asked by Devon County 
Council to remind parents that, 
while there is no law about when 
you can leave your child on their 
own, it is an offence to leave 
them alone if it places them at 
risk. All parents should use 
judgement on how mature a child 
is before deciding to leave them 
at home. Read the government 
advice on the law on leaving 
children unattended. Anyone can 
be prosecuted if they leave a 
child alone ‘in a manner likely to 
cause unnecessary suffering or 
injury to health’. If you are at all 
unsure, the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children (NSPCC) recommends 
that children under 12 are rarely 
mature enough to be left alone 
for a long period of time, children 
under 16 should not be left alone 
overnight and babies, toddlers 
and very young children should 
never be left alone. 
 
Reading at Home: Please 
continue to support your child’s 
reading every day, as the single 
most important tool for their life-
long love of learning. 
Reminder: The annual Summer 
Reading Challenge. This digital 
Challenge is free to access, 
featuring games, quizzes and 
digital and downloadable 
activities to incentivise and 
encourage children and their 
families to take part in reading-
related activities at home. Sign up 
here: 
https://summerreadingchallenge.
org.uk/ 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/bo
oks-and-reading/have-some-
fun/open-the-hometime-
cupboard/ 
https://readingagency.org.uk/res
ources/4427/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-53065806
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.gov.uk/law-on-leaving-your-child-home-alone
https://www.gov.uk/law-on-leaving-your-child-home-alone
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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RNLI Water Safety Advice 
This summer, RNLI Lifeguards can’t be on every beach, meaning a 
heightened water safety risk to beach goers. 
However,once restrictions further ease and the summer weather is here, 
people will head to the beaches to enjoy the sun, sea and time with friends 
and family. In a normal year, the RNLI helps thousands of people who end up 
getting into difficulty in or close to the water when doing these types of 
activities. This year, due to Coronavirus, they cannot cover every beach or do 
our usual outreach work to educate families. 
School will: Download and use the RNLI education resource pack focusing 
on keeping safe this Summer. This will help young people engage with 
essential – and lifesaving – water safety lessons in schools.   
Please can all parents link to The RNLI Water Safety from Home resources - If 
you’re a parent or carer looking for ways to engage, educate and entertain 
your children at home, play the Water Safety Wednesday series – perfect for 
primary school-aged children.  
 

Riddle 57:  Emma, a printmaker, would 
like your help to turn a 1000 -year-old 
riddle into art. Riddle 57 is one of 
nearly 100 from the Exeter Book, a 
tenth-century anthology of poetry in 
Exeter Cathedral’s l ibrary. This riddle 
has been interpreted in three ways –  
scroll down on the site - What do you 
think it means? Choose a l ine or word 
to i llustrate. Draw/paint of print 

your image then email  your image(s)  
to riddles@doubleelephant.org.uk  by the 28th June with the 
following information:  

  Your name (or  how you’d l ike to be credited)   

 Which prompt or l ine in the riddle inspired your work  

https://www.doubleelephant.org.uk/riddle-57 

 
 
 
  
                                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lorna Legg 
 
‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 
 
 

Hattie told us about her piglets 
on Beech Class’ Google Meet 
 

 
Ben found some fungi in Offwell 
Woods 

 
 
Chloe and Tilly made chocolate 
beetroot cake! 

 

https://www.doubleelephant.org.uk/riddle-57
https://rnli.org/Youth-education/water-safety-from-home
https://rnli.org/youth-education/education-resources/water-safety-wednesdays
mailto:riddles@doubleelephant.org.uk
https://www.doubleelephant.org.uk/riddle-57

