Offwell C of E Primary School
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness.
Dear Families and Friends,
Next week is half term, so you should all take a week off! What would life be
like, when we return, if we decided to do some things differently? Some
people have suggested we could do more work and learning online, as it could
mean more time at home and fewer cars on the road. A few say we should
have at least one day a month where nobody travels to work or school. What
do you think? For example, what things would you keep the same and what
would you change in our ‘new normal’? If you could create an ideal world and should always aim for that – what would it be like? What part could you
play in changing the world for the better in the future?
After the Second World War, because of the suffering that people had seen
and experienced, in 1948 the Health minister in the Labour Government of the
time – Aneurin Bevan - decided it was important to build a better future for
everyone and created a National Health Service: our NHS. Perhaps we could
give better care to those of us who are homeless, facing mental health issues,
or difficulties in old age? What would you like the world to be like in 2050?
I think you, as children have the right to say what the future should be,
because you get to create it. I hope it will be greener (remember the Devon
Youth Parliament competition? See Google Classroom), kinder and fairer for
all. It will certainly be brighter if we all smile more, and as it’s National Smile
Month, we’ve all got a good excuse!
https://www.devonnewscentre.info/smile-its-national-smile-month/
School Re-opening plans: Thank you so much for responding in such great
numbers to our first online survey, and especially for the kind comments so
many of you took the time to share. Our plans are taking shape, and I have
written to you all, today, to gather some final details, before I can make an
offer to those who are eligible and who wish to take a place in June. Please
respond by midday on Tuesday, if you need a place for June, and I will reply
to you by midday on Wednesday.
So that you are aware, we will only reopen to more groups if the conditions
are right. If every child in the groups the Government has selected wanted a
space, we would be unable to meet that need and ensure safe distancing. I will
need to prioritise according to Government guidance, while taking into
account your wishes wherever possible. We will continue to provide support
for Key Worker families, and will expand this as required, before we increase
the numbers of other groups. We feel it is vital to be as safe as possible, for all
involved, and we have a comprehensive Risk Assessment which you can access
from our website (later today, Friday).
However, to reassure you all, we will set aside
time each week, to ensure our online offer
continues, and we will be developing it a stage
further, to take into account the fact that many
of you will still be learning from home – details
to follow. Below is a link from Dawn Stabb,
Director of Education for Devon County
Council, with further information about the
proposed opening of schools.
https://www.devonnewscentre.info/letterfrom-our-head-of-schools-about-returning-toschool/

22nd May, 2020
Offwell’s Gallery: Last week we
had pictures from: Hattie, Abigail
and Aria. If you have photographs
you would like to share, please
send them to admin@offwellprimary.devon.sch.uk

Lilly-May not only had her
birthday last week (Happy
Birthday again!), but also
received a letter from The
Queen! Now, I know she’s not
100, so…?

Poppy, Toby and Tom
took part in a record
breaking virtual
sleepover for the
Beavers and Cubs –
here they are on the
front page of the
Midweek Herald!

Offwell C of E Primary School
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness.
Resources to help us all Be Well; Learn Well and Live Well:
Mental Health Awareness Week: The focus is kindness, and I hope to hear of
many random acts of kindness, either done by you, or to you!
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
https://www.devonnewscentre.info/devon-celebrates-mental-healthawareness-week/

Wilfred’s shop! (Reception)

Wash Your Hands! A key message to everyone during this time is the
importance of washing your hands. If you need a fun reminder of what you
need to do, you can join in with Mr Tumble. Be warned once you have heard
the song you will be singing (and signing!) it all day! Click here to watch.
For older children, why we need to wash our hands is really simply explained
by Ben and Evie using pepper and soap. Click here to watch the experiment.
Domestic Abuse Signposting Routes
In an emergency call 999 and ask for the police. If you are in danger and
unable to talk on the phone, call 999, and then press 55. This will transfer your
call to the relevant police force who will assist you without you having to
speak.
Freephone 24 Hour National Domestic Violence Helpline 0808 2000
247 www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk

Lewis’ (nursery) toys’ wedding
(the wizard was the vicar)!

Oliver F’s (Reception) boat he
tested in the stream

Poppy M’s (Reception) binoculars

Ava’s (nursery) 5 speckled frogs!

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you..’
Lorna Legg

