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Dear Friends and Families of Offwell,
As we settle into our new routines, it is unsurprising that there might be
bumps along the way… Please get in touch if you are finding establishing a
routine tricky, or feel you would like further support with some aspect of
home learning. We are here to help. We hope to set up closer links between
each teacher and their class after Easter. It is inspirational that so many of you
are getting creative and making the most of home learning and I hope you will
find the words and pictures from some of our pupils as encouraging as I did. I
look forward to sharing more.
It’s not only our children who might need support. I know that many parents
and carers will be worried about juggling working from home with their child’s
education, while still ensuring there is dinner on the table. See our additional
sources of support in this newsletter and on our website (tip: click ‘refresh’
on each page, if you use an old link e.g: in favourites). I hope it helps to realise
we are all in the same boat, and I am sure many of you will be finding solace in
sharing the ups and downs of this exceptional time with each other.
I was so proud of my village and of households all over the country, when
millions applauded our NHS workers last night, and it is edifying to hear of the
hundreds of thousands of volunteers who are doing their bit. Caring for your
children and family at this time, and helping them keep to the restrictions,
even when they are hard, is also doing your bit. Please make sure you all take
some time to relax and enjoy your family, if you can, over the next few weeks.
This event is something we will remember and which will unite us, for the rest
of our lives. There will be stories to tell; let’s make them good ones.
Educational Resources:
Story Time Magazine offers a story magazine to give reluctant readers quality
reading material in an accessible for Primary children. They will also email out
a free pack of home learning resources to each family, with lesson ideas,
comprehension exercises and fun activities. This will be a monthly pack to
accompany each issue of the magazine. To pay for printing & postage and
make sure their staff continue to be paid at this uncertain time, they can do
this at a really low price of £2 per home address per month - which will just
cover costs - for as long as little as schools or families need them.
https://www.storytimemagazine.com/subscription/home-learning-monthly/
The Primary Mental Health Team have shared a Parent and Child Pack about
Coronavirus. It contains several helpful resources in one (scroll through),
ending with a simple, fun ‘alien’ activity.
file:///C:/Users/admin/Documents/EMERGENCY!/COVID19/Primary%20School_Parent%20Pack_Final.pdf
And in case you've missed it: Joe Wicks daily PE lesson
The classes are specifically designed for children, from little kids right up to
secondary school age, although adults can join in as well if they like. The 30minute sessions called 'PE with Joe' are streamed live on Wicks’ YouTube
channel at 9am every weekday morning, and will not require any specialist
equipment or large amounts of space.
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Parent Resources:
Parent+ Support Hub: offers
advice and support so that we
are all better equipped to give
the best possible support to
our families and take care of
ourselves. Parent+ is run by a group of volunteers, some are professionals and
others have lived experience of supporting someone with poor mental health
or have had their own mental health issues.
We can formulate a bespoke Family Support Plan and help you tackle one
issue at a time when you feel overwhelmed, whilst putting you in touch with
services that can support you too. Please email sarah-lou@parent-supporthub.co.uk if you would like support or you have any questions regarding the
individual that you are caring for. We can either reply via email with a Family
Support Plan for you or we can arrange a 15-20 minute 'listening' call, at a
convenient time to you. We have a number of volunteers ready to call.
Honiton Health Matters: provides a platform for organisations and groups to
improve health and well-being outcomes for people living in Honiton and the
surrounding parishes. For their directory of groups and organisations that can
help you to improve your health and well-being, go
to: www.honitonhealthmatters.org
Debt Advice Service Honiton: Contact: office@thecommunitychurch.co.uk
Beehive Volunteers: 01404 384050

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you..’
Lorna Legg

Poetry Corner
Poetry makes us think, comforts
us and inspires us. This poem was
suggested by Carol Hayes. If you
would like to contribute your own
ideas or work, please submit via
admin@offwellprimary.devon.sch.uk
Now We Are Six By A.A. Milne
When I was one,
I had just begun.
When I was two,
I was nearly new.
When I was three,
I was hardly me.
When I was four,
I was not much more.
When I was five,
I was just alive.
But now I am six,
I’m clever as clever.
So I think I’ll be six
Now and forever.

