
Autumn 2015 

Dear parents/carers, 

Highlighted below are some of the things that have already happened in Beech class and some of the 

things that are to come.  It’s a short term, but a busy one!  If you have any queries please catch me on 

the playground or email me at cthomas@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk  

We’ve started this 

term with the second 

in our series of stud-

ies of Aaron Becker’s book, The Quest.  Children 

will be learning how to use paragraphs, fronted 

adverbials and create vocabulary ‘rich’ wri/ng.  

We are then moving on to studying non-fic/on 

texts and children will write their own.   Spelling 

will look at suffixes and prefixes such as ‘sub-’ and 

‘-tele’. 

Maths— We started this term by learning the formal 
methods of mul/plica/on and division.  

We’ve since moved on to measuring 

length and solving problems based 

around perimeter.  Children will also 

start learning about frac/on - what a 

frac/on is, how to find equivalent frac-

/ons and how to add and subtract them.  Most les-

sons in maths contain elements of reasoning and 

problem solving so that children can further their un-

derstanding.  Our biggest ques/ons in maths are: 

Why? How do you know? Are you sure? 

 

PE will be on a Monday (outdoors) and 

Wednesday (indoors)—please ensure chil-

dren have appropriate, labelled, warm kit. 

RE - Children are learning about the journey of life for people of different religions.  We’ve already begun 

thinking about bap/sm.  We will also take children on the journey through the Easter story. 

Children have begun learn-
ing more about the body 
and have enjoyed finding 
out about teeth (the 
names and func/ons) and 

the diges/ve system (lots of hands on learning).  
A?er half term we’ll learn about different states 
of ma@er—solids, liquids and gases.  Lots of the 
learning will focus on experiments. 

Thanks to children for a great start to term.  We look forward to the rest of the term!  Don’t forget 

homework will be handed out on a Wednesday and collected on a Monday.     
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DT - Later on this term we will be 

designing and making torches using 

our knowledge gained from sci-

ence.  This will involve switches. 

Mountains and Rivers—a Geography focus We’ve already started looking at mountains and children 
have learnt some of the main mountain ranges and the names of some of the highest mountains in the 
world.  We’ve used atlases and the internet to locate and plot these.  Children will learn how mountains 
are formed and will be making their own model mountains.  We’ll move on to learning about how peo-
ple use mountain environments for ac/vi/es.  Our learning will then ‘flow’ 
into understanding rivers: how and where they start, the names of major riv-
ers and the features of rivers.  Children will do some art based on pain/ngs of 
rivers as well 
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