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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

I do hope you enjoyed our school Christmas performances and that you are 

feeling suitably festive. I was so pleased (and relieved) that each performance 

went as well as hoped for, as although we enjoy the odd mishap, it means so 

much to the children that their efforts are appreciated. For some, it was a 

showcase of their growing talents, while for others, getting up and singing will 

have been a total triumph over adversity. We are very proud of them all and 

thank you for supporting them and us in so many ways over the past term. 

For most of us, Christmas is a time to spend time with family and friends, 

enjoying the chance to relax after all the manic preparation. It is also an 

opportunity to take stock of where we are and how we are doing. 

Our school year, so far, has been full of fun and activity, with our children 

exemplifying our vision for them to be well; 

learn well and live well. Here are just a few 

reminders: 

Youth Speaks – Six well-informed Year 6 

pupils educated and entertained us with 

their speeches on Why Do We Wear 

Poppies? And What Can We Do About 

Climate Change?   

Wellington Maths – Three intrepid Year 5 and Year 6 pupils 

took part in the ultimate Maths Challenge of their age 

(group) and profited to the tune of over 50 sweets each, as a 

result of their estimation skills (they actually won 206 

sweets, so staff had to help with dividing them ‘more 

equally’ amongst three!)   

Diwali Dance – Ash and Willow had help from a West End 

dancer to tell the story of Lord Ram’s triumph over the evil 

Ravan through dance. The triumph of light over darkness 

and good over evil is celebrated in Diwali or The Festival of Lights, the biggest 

Hindu festival. 

The Space Dome – Beech and Oak were filled with awe and wonder as we 

travelled outwards, from our own precious planet, to learn more about The 

Moon, our closest neighbour (in space terms, that means an average of 

around 240,000 miles!), and eventually to the far reaches of the universe, 

while still safely inside the Village Hall!  

Multiple Sports events - through our close 

links with our Honiton Learning Community 

partner schools, children from each age 

group have been able to take part in events 

such as gymnastics, trampolining, dance, 

hockey and netball.  
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash:  Performing our Nativity Play in front of all our parents, grandparents, 

carers, etc 

Willow, Beech & Oak: Taking part in the two performances of Jesus’ Christmas 

Party in front of our families. 

 

Advent 

Today we shared the last decoration for the Jesse Tree which was the cross of 

Jesus. Over the course of advent we have taken a journey from Adam and Eve 

to the beginning of the story of Jesus which is, of course, him being born in the 

stable. However, this isn’t the end of the story it’s the beginning! 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah, Chapter 9 V 6 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

The children (and adults) looked very festive in their Christmas Jumpers last 

week. Thank you to everyone who sent in donations. £50 was raised to 

support Oscar and Ashley’s education as part of the Urafiki project and £25 

went to Save the Children Fund. 

 

Trophies and Awards 

Thank you to everyone who attended the final service. Termly awards and 

trophies were given as follows: 

Termly House Point winners: 

Ash:  Zak       Willow: Ayla 

Beech:   Chloe      Oak: Jessica B 

 

Caring Cup Winner: 

Rosie in Oak Class was the winner with nominations from the other classes for 

Tilly in Ash, Elizabeth in Willow and Crystal in Beech. Rosie was nominated by 

her classmates and after it was already decided, she made Amy, our cleaner’s, 

Christmas by writing a thank you note to her! 

 

A reminder that the children return to school after Christmas on Tuesday, 7
th

 

January. There will be a WASP session (going on until 6pm) and Early Morning 

Provision from 8am.   

 

We are looking forward to seeing you again in the New Year, rested and ready 

to consider the exciting opportunities that lie ahead! Whatever you are doing 

over the next two weeks, I hope that you will at least be warm, eat well and 

give generously, in the spirit of Christmas (a festive version of our school 

vision!). 

We wish you and yours the very best, until we meet again.   

Lorna Legg 

 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 

 

PTFA 

Christmas Fair 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

attended (and 

spent money!) 

at the Christmas Fair last week. 

Of course, special thanks must go 

to Mrs Hodder and all the other 

members of the PTFA who helped 

prepare and put on this event 

which is so popular with the 

children. 

 

 


