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 Dear Families and Friends, 

 

It’s Christmas Jumper Day! There’s no escaping it; the Christmas season is in 

full flow. Amid the mounting panic – What can I possibly get for Auntie Mary? 

- we need, sometimes, to pull back and consider what Christmas is really 

about, if only for our own mental and spiritual wellbeing. It is a time of great 

generosity, but our need to make sure we don’t forget to get something for 

somebody, can result in us grabbing anything for anybody. In fact, spending 

time with those we love may be the best gift of all.  

 

This week, we experienced the wonder of Christmas, when a team of parents 

worked together, in a spirit of generosity, to cook the most delicious Christmas 

lunch I have experienced in over twenty years of teaching. It was every bit as 

good as you would want for your children at home, which was borne out by 

the minimal leftovers. In fact, the Brussels sprouts (sautéed with bacon, no 

less) were first to go! Huge thanks to all who contributed to this wonderful 

event, which we fervently hope to repeat next year. 

 

Again, in the spirit of Christmas, for Christmas Jumper Day we are collecting 

for two good causes: Urafiki and Save the Children. Two thirds of anything we 

collect will go to the two children we are supporting through Urafiki, a local 

charity, which helps vulnerable children attend primary school in Kenya (You 

can see details of Ashley and Oscar on our display by the Office). In addition, a 

third of our collection will go to Save the Children, who help children here and 

across the world, who would otherwise suffer as a result of war, natural 

disaster, or poverty (https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-

day/how-you-help) 

 

Abigail and Hattie joined us in Year 4 in Beech Class this week. A huge 

welcome to the girls and their families.   

 

Please share your thoughts 

Last week, we asked for your views on a number of issues. Your opinions 

matter to us, and we all know our children do best when we are able to work 

well together. A few weeks ago we asked if you could go onto OFSTED’s Parent 

View:  https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ as their questionnaire has been 

recently updated. We appreciate your time is precious, so perhaps it helps to 

know that there are less than 20 questions and they are multiple choice, so it 

shouldn’t take long. Obviously, we would like parent and carer views that 

reflect a genuine, but positive experience, and the problem is, people rarely 

feel driven to make comments when there isn’t issue! So, if you are happy, 

please let us know – positive feedback is always appreciated – but if you have 

any concerns, quibbles, comments or questions, please do not hesitate to 

come straight to us, so that we can address any issues immediately. That way, 

we can act in your child’s best interests as soon as possible.  

 

Highlight of the Week: 

All Classes (and staff!): The amazing Christmas dinner! Thank 

you to Mel Sancey and her helpers for providing such a 

memorable meal thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 13
th

 December 2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Jessica Yr 1 –  Indy 

Yr 2 – Elizabeth Yr 3 – Zach 

Yr 4 – Hattie & Abigail M  

Yr 5 – Tom           Yr 6 – Rosie 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Christmas Productions – 

2pm & 6pm 

Tuesday: WASP, Ash Nativity  

Wednesday: WASP,  

Thursday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Break for Christmas 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 21  Raleigh: 25 

Well done Raleigh 

This means that Raleigh is the 

half termly winner with 297 

points and Drake 264. Raleigh 

members will be awarded with a 

non-uniform day on Friday, 10
th

 

January 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week: Advent 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

 

Can you remember 

what the ladder and 

the apple represent 

on the Jesse tree. 
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Our Environment 

The Problem: Christmas presents us with opportunities for awe, wonder and, 

sadly, lots of waste, if we don’t take care. From the Christmas tree, to the 

presents beneath, not to mention what we eat, Christmas is estimated to 

produce an extra 30% of rubbish, amounting to about 30 million tonnes.  

The Solution: Don’t despair! There are so many ways we can reduce our 

impact on the environment this year. If a lot of us throw away a bit less, we 

will be part of the change we need to see.  

The tree: Buy local, with roots, so that after Christmas, it can be planted, not 

sent to landfill. Reuse those classic decorations or go natural.  The Presents: 

Make them, if you can; if not, (while it could be hilarious) look for non-plastic, 

local, natural options. Wrap them in recycled/ recyclable (non-shiny) paper 

and natural ribbon instead of tape. The Food: Buy local, free-range and organic 

and enjoy the very best of the South West – if that means buying a bit less to 

keep in budget, that probably isn’t a bad thing! 

See BBC Newsround’s top tips for Christmas: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50686087 

 

 

Christmas Productions 

A reminder that Jesus’ Christmas Party will be 

performed by the children at 2pm and then again 

at 6pm on Monday, 16
th

 December. This will 

involve all children in school and Ash Class is 

invited to return for the evening performance 

although this is optional for them. Children 

should be taken directly to the hall for 5.45pm 

dressed in costume (no earlier please). Please 

collect your child directly from the hall after the 

service. A reminder that we are offering an extra 

WASP session until 5.30pm for children who usually 

attend Sports Club. 

 

Ash Class Nativity – This will be in the hall at 9.30am on Tuesday, 17
th

 

December. The PTFA will be offering refreshments from 9am.  

 

WASP & Sports Club Next Term 

Please see the separate information being sent home today. If you would like 

your child to attend any out of hours’ provision next term, please could you 

return the form which should be self-explanatory? It is really important we 

know in advance.   

 

Celebration Collective Worship – Next Week 

Next week’s Celebration Collective Worship will be on Thursday, at 9am. If 

your child is the holder of any termly cups, please could you return it in time 

for this service.  

 

We break for Christmas next Thursday afternoon at 3.15pm. Please note, 

there is NO WASP that day although Early Morning Provision will run as usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Report 

High 5s 

On Thursday the 28th of 

November, Aubrey, Layla, Lilly-

Grace, Niamh, Ella, Mirabelle, 

Jess and Jack went to a high fives 

netball event at Honiton Primary 

School. We lost two and drew two 

games at the the event, it was 

challenging but we did well. 

WELL DONE.  

Jack Hodder, Sports Ambassador 

 

Dance 

On Monday; Noah, Crystal, Isla, 

Daisie, Maisie, Beth, Robin, Chloe 

and Rory, from Beech Class, took 

part in a Dance session at 

Honiton Community College. The 

children enjoyed themselves 

learning some great new dance 

moves with the help of the HCC 

students.  

 

Online Safety 

Please see an electronic copy of 

the December issue of the Scomis 

Online Safety Newsletter for 

Parents which contains some very 

useful advice and links.  

 

Cake Sale – Young Minds 

Please see the attached letter – 

Niamh is running a cake stall in 

Honiton High Street on Saturday, 

21
st

 December in aid of Young 

Minds. 
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Christingle Service 

St Mary’s Church, Offwell 

Sunday, 15
th

 December at 4pm 

The children in Willow Class have helped to make the Christingles. 

Everyone is welcome to attend this service.  

 

 

School Improvement Plan 

At our full governing body meeting last week, governors approved our School 

Improvement Plan for 2019/20. This is a working document with action plans 

behind the priorities but I am pleased to share the front sheet showing our key 

priorities. This sets out the Ofsted categories and how we aim to address these 

category requirements. Our key priorities are listed below: 

 

Whole School Priority: Improve writing.  

Aims for outcomes at each stage: All outcomes to be at/above National or 

show significant improvement. 

• EYFS Good Levels of Development (GLD). Specifically, Maths and 

Literacy.  

• KS1 Maths overall, Reading Greater Depth.  

• KS2 Writing overall, Maths Greater Depth  

 

Please also see the sheet being sent electronically showing the Ofsted 

categories mentioned. If you have any questions regarding the SIP, please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.  

 

 
 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offwell Christmas Bingo 

Offwell Village Hall 

Saturday, 14
th

 December 

Doors Open 6.15pm, Eyes Down 

7.30pm 

Everyone welcome 

 

First Aid Course 

There will be a non-certificated, 

basic first aid course on Saturday 

11th January from 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm in Offwell Village Hall. 

This is a fully funded course and 

there are still a few places 

available. For more details or to 

book a place, please call 01404 

831924. 

 


