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 Dear Families and Friends, 

This week, we have something new happening at lunchtimes. Our Year 6 

children are learning new games to share with the rest of the children. The 

aim is for all children to feel included and to increase activity levels. However, 

it does not mean that either our Y6 children, or any others, will miss out on 

free play, which is so important; the Play Leaders will be on a rota and the 

games will only last for half their play-time, leaving them with plenty of time 

to themselves, when they can either continue, or play as they please. We hope 

this will allow for happier, more active playtimes for all. We also hope to 

improve our children’s lunchtimes in terms of food. We are considering our 

options regarding school lunches for next term and will be asking the children 

their opinions on our current offer. If you have a strong view, either way, 

please let us know. 

In a similar vein, Mr Thomas would like to know how we can improve our 

website this year. There is a lot of information on it (including this), some of 

which is statutory, and some optional, but all of which needs to be useful and 

easily accessible. Without your feedback, it is hard to know if it is organised in 

the best way for you, which is the most important factor, given that’s what it is 

there for! If you can, please respond via this 

link:  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YC7958V 

for 6 easy questions and we will do our best to adapt to your suggestions. 

  

Online Safety: Please see this week’s copy of Digital Parenting for useful ideas. 

It sets out, clearly, the facts and the many ways we can ensure our children 

are safe online, getting enough sleep (which we now know is essential to 

physical and mental health) and how we can avoid seeming hopelessly out of 

touch. I also wanted to draw your attention to an app they recommend on 

page 15, DreamLab, which we can all use while charging our phones overnight. 

It uses the collective power of smartphones to fast track cancer research – a 

good use for all that technology when we’re not using it.  

 

Our Environment: Surely the most important issue we all face. As we consider 

buying or making Christmas gifts and wrapping them up, perhaps we can spare 

a thought for where it all ends up? 

One Problem: As the last leaves drop, you will notice more and more plastic 

caught in hedges along the road. You will also be unable to avoid the plastic 

bags and plastic netting littering the shore, when you next walk along the 

beach after a storm. This not only entangles wildlife; it will, over time, break 

into tiny scraps of plastic (micro-plastics), which is just as dangerous. It is easily 

ingested by marine life and ultimately, eaten by us! It all comes from 

somewhere, so let’s make sure it’s not us! 

One Solution:  Let’s aim for a plastic free Christmas. While it can be hard to 

avoid, some toys can last a lifetime without causing pollution: wooden trains 

and blocks, Jenga, xylophones, guitars, rocking horses, modelling clay, books... 

To get them home, try asking for cardboard boxes, paper carriers or 

biodegradable alternatives to plastic – they do exist! That’s if you forget your 

reusable bag, which is my usual problem.  

 

 

 

Friday, 5
th

 December  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Oliver Yr 1 –  Oliver 

Yr 2 – Monty Yr 3 – Rory 

Yr 4 – Faber  

Yr 5/Yr 6 – all of them 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Dance – 

some yr3/4 

Tuesday: WASP, Whole school 

Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday: WASP, Ethos Group 

Thursday: WASP, Story & Rhyme 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Save the Children 

Christmas Jumper Day, PTFA 

Christmas Fair 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  19  Raleigh: 36 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week: Advent  

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

 

How do you prepare for 

Christmas and how do you 

prepare to remember Jesus at 

Christmas? 
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Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Learning the story of the nativity. 

Willow: Designing our Santa sleighs in Design Technology.  

Beech: Our welly walk when we made Stig’s den 

Oak: Do experiments with light at the Science Workshop at Honiton 

Community College.  

 

Wellington Maths Challenge 

Well done to our intrepid Mathletes: Aubrey, Bella, Jessica and Lily-Grace, who 

fearlessly (well, perhaps a little nervously) took up the challenge of many 

complex mathematical problems on Saturday morning. Mr Dunning and 

myself were extremely proud of their commitment, which was rewarded by 

winning one of three jars of sweets, due to their excellent estimation skills! 

 

Road Safety  

Following justified parental concerns regarding the roads outside school, we 

have contacted Highways (again) to raise a few issues. The first is regarding 

potholes on the road between School and the Village Hall, which can cause 

drivers to swerve, while families are walking down. The second issue relates to 

the lane passing the school which feeds directly off/on to the A35. I have 

requested a school sign, to warn drivers to take care and that they reduce the 

speed limit from 30 to 20 at this point, to ensure children crossing are safe. 

 

While we hope to hear from them in 15 working days, in the meantime, please 

supervise your child closely on entering and leaving school, as children up to 

10 (or even older) are not fully traffic aware and we know they can be quite 

impulsive! Please continue to drive slowly past school, for the sake of your car, 

but principally, of course, to ensure all our children's safety. Finally, if time, 

please contact Highways (0345 155 1004 or 0845 155 1004) if you feel able to 

support our requests. 

 
Post Box 

Our school post box is now in place in the porch outside oak Class. Please get 

your child to put the name of the recipient and their class to avoid confusion. 

 

Christmas Cards 

By now you will have received any personalised cards you may have ordered. 

We made £73 for school funds so thank you to everyone who made a 

purchase.  

 

Christmas Dinner 

A reminder that Mrs Sancey is cooking our whole school Christmas lunch on 

Tuesday. Any children who is bringing sandwiches will take them to the hall so 

we can eat together. If you have not returned your slip, please do so on 

Monday. The main dessert is a chocolate brioche pudding with mincemeat 

alternative.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Bingo 

Offwell Village Hall 

Saturday, 14
th

 December 

Doors Open 6.15pm, Eyes Down 

7.30pm 

Everyone welcome 

 

First Aid Course 

There will be a non-certificated, 

basic first aid course on Saturday 

11th January from 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm in Offwell Village Hall. 

This is a fully funded course and 

there are still a few places 

available. For more details or to 

book a place, please call 01404 

831924. 
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 Celebration Collective Worship – Next Week 

We will be having a whole school rehearsal for our Christmas Production 

next Friday morning so next week’s Celebration Collective Worship will be 

at 2.45pm in Church. 

 

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day  

The children are invited to wear a Christmas Jumper next Friday and non-

uniform for a suggested donation of £1. This will go towards the Urafiki 

charity supporting Ashley and Oscar through their education.  

 

Christingles 

Next Friday, Willow Class will be helping to make Christingles for the 

service in church on Sunday, 15
th

 December at 4pm. Any of our families are 

invited to take part in this lovely service.  

 

Christmas Fair 

On Friday 13th December, the PTFA are organising a Christmas Fair at 

Offwell Village Hall from 3.15 until 5pm.  There will be various stalls and 

games for the children, a Christmas craft table and refreshments including 

hotdogs , tea and coffee. Father Christmas will be there in his grotto - we 

do not charge for the children to see Father Christmas. We really hope to 

see you there. 

Best wishes, Marina  

 

We would like to take the children attending Friday WASP next week to the 

Christmas Fair. You may want to provide your child with a small amount of 

money! Please let us know if you would prefer your child not to attend. 

 

Sports Club – Monday, 16
th

 December 

The hall will be unavailable to be used for Sports Club on 16
th

 December as 

it is our Christmas performance day. We know that some of the children 

who usually attend Sports Club will not require it that day but we are 

offering an extra WASP session at school just for the children who usually 

attend if required until 5pm. Please advise us if your child will be 

attending.  

 

 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fish and Chips 

Last fish and chips of the year 

this Saturday, frying in the car 

park on Saturday Dec 7
th

 from 

6.00-7.30pm, eat in or out, bar 

open 

 

 

 

 

 


