
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

It has been another busy week (where does the time go?) and we seem to be 

hurtling into December. I must apologise to parents at our celebration Collective 

Worship for possibly the earliest Christmas Song outside a supermarket! Given the 

dark nights, though, it is good to have the idea of family and friends getting 

together, playing games and simply sharing time. 

I know this ideal is not the case for everyone and it is right to spare a thought for 

those who face this time without such comfort. I also wonder how many of us play 

games as a family any more, or if screens take up most of our attention. To be fair, 

I play my Mum at online scrabble, as we are so far apart and nobody else will play 

me! However, as a family, we often play other board games, now that the weather 

keeps us indoors. We have all found them invaluable in learning how to lose 

gracefully (…I’m getting better each time!).  

The children who attend our Wrap-Around Care impress me, as they are always 

focused: colouring, making puzzles, crafts, board games, marble runs…they never 

seem to lack entertainment, despite, (or perhaps because of) no screen time. 

Their conversations and creativity are a vital part of learning how to get on, and 

sometimes learning how to disagree well! I wonder how some would react to non-

screen time at home. 

I hope you had a chance to read and discuss the information sheet on Online 

Safety, attached to last week’s newsletter. As we know, many children regularly 

enter an online world they will see as familiar, but whether they realise it or not, 

they need help to stay safe, just as we would when they enter the outside world. 

The difficulty can be knowing what to do. Please see additional information in our 

section on online safety. 

Playing games can be all-consuming and this can mean that children become a 

little less guarded when considering who they talk to and what they share. It may 

also be seen as 'normal' to talk to adults in a game, when parents would never 

consider this acceptable in the real world. One simple piece of advice is to check in 

with your child regularly, and if they receive a message from an unknown user, tell 

them not to respond or click on any links contained within the message. These 

users can be reported directly to the site. 

This information is from the parental information section of ‘Thinkuknow’ 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  (The education programme from NCA-CEOP, an 

online UK organisation which supports parents and protects children when using a 

phone, tablet or computer.), in an article called ‘Gaming: What Parents Need to 

Know.’ You can also look at https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ for reviews 

and recommendations of games and films suitable for your child’s age group. 

Our Environment: You might have caught one of last night’s programmes (Channel 4: 

The Climate Debate, or Channel 5: Plant a Tree to Save the World). Both were clearly 

showing us that we can and must make different choices about our way of life, in order 

to make life more bearable in the future. 

As you may know, our Eco-Team have been working with Mrs Hunt and Tess Stone, a 

local environmentalist, to gather tree seeds. In consultation with Vernon Whitlock, of 

the Offwell Woods trust, we have been able to agree on an area of woodland where 

we can plant our tree seeds (some of which are already sprouting). This will mean that 

they will, in the future, be able to visit and find their own tress, as well as play their 

part in preserving the natural world on which we all rely. Thank you for the seeds! 

 

Friday, 29
th

 November  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Jack  Yr 1 –  Tilly 

Yr 2 – Coral Yr 3 – Elliot 

Yr 4 – Isla Yr 5 – Erin  

Yr 6 – Niamh 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Beech welly 

walk 

Tuesday: WASP, Oak Science 

workshop 

Wednesday: WASP, Oak and 

Beech swimming 

Thursday: WASP, Youth Speak – 

Yr 6 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Christmas Lights and 

Carol Singing 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 55  Raleigh: 56 

Well done Raleigh. Very close! 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week: Advent 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

Over the course of the next week 

try and spend time to listen. 

Rev Sue said at this morning’s 

Collective Worship ‘If speaking is 

silver, listening is gold’. 
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Decorating tins for our surprise Christmas presents. 

Willow: Learning our new book ‘The Reindeer Christmas’. 

Beech: Making branching diagrams to sort animals in Science. 

Oak: Cooking fajitas and rocky road with Mrs Sancey. Thank you to her for 

organising this for us. Another highlight was making periscopes. 

 

Quicksticks Hockey 

On Monday, 18
th

 November, Jess, Oliver, Tom, Henry, Freya, Layla, Lilly-Grace, 

Mirabelle, Alana, Aubrey and I, took part in a hockey event. We split into two 

teams and each team played four matches. Both teams lost 3 and drew 1. We 

haven’t played very much hockey but we all enjoyed the tournament and put in 

a good effort. Well done everyone! 

Jack Hodder, Sports Ambassador 

 

After School Provision & Sports Club after Christmas 

We are extending our after school provision to include Mondays until 6pm 

after Christmas. We are also changing the way we run Sports Club. A separate 

letter is being sent home today giving more information so please keep an eye 

out for it.  

 

Remembrance Day Collection 

We have been informed that we collected £114 in school from selling poppies. 

Well done to everyone!  

 

Christmas Lights and Carols 

The village Christmas tree lights will be switched on next Friday at 3.30pm. You 

are invited to take your children over to the church yard inside the top gates 

to take part. This will be a very brief service when a couple of carols are sung.   

 

Christmas Letter 

We are sending home our usual letter setting out arrangements as Christmas 

approaches. Please complete and return the slip advising us if your child is 

having a Christmas dinner as soon as possible.  

 

Beech Welly Walk 

Beech class will be going on a welly walk on Monday, 2
nd

 December. They can 

wear their own clothes all day. Please bring wellies and a coat. 

 

  
 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

First Aid Course 

There will be a non-certificated, 

basic first aid course on Saturday 

11th January from 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm in Offwell Village Hall. 

This is a fully funded course and 

there are still a few places 

available. For more details or to 

book a place, please call 01404 

831924. 

 

 

Honiton Rugby Club 

The Honiton Rugby Club under 6s 

and under 7s are looking for new 

players.  

If your child is in year 1 or 2 and 

interested in tag rugby, please 

contact Meg Vallender 

on 07787606018. Join us for a 

free taster session. The team 

train on Wednesday 

evenings from 6-7pm. Under 7s 

age group play matches most 

Sunday mornings, throughout the 

winter season.  

Children in the under 6 age 

category (year 1) will be invited 

to join training sessions in the 

new year. Parents can get in 

touch now, to register interest.  

 

 

 

 

 


