
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Dear Families and Friends,  

I hope you are safe, warm and dry as you read this and that you have escaped the 

worst of the rain!  

First, a huge ‘Thank you!’ to the kind parents and friends who have recently 

contributed to making our school such a warm and welcoming place - for cooking 

with our children, clearing gutters in a downpour and weeding our wellies - you 

know who you are! I just wanted to let you know how much we appreciate your 

support in all we do. To our PTFA, who have provided additional books through 

Devon’s Library Services, we are grateful for 

the 200 new books which arrived this week 

and which will contribute enormously to our 

children’s enjoyment and learning.  

This week, our teachers have also been busy 

learning; attending training on reading and 

spelling, which they will then share with the 

whole staff. We look forward to ensuring that 

this training will translate into even better learning for our children. Learning is 

genuinely a life-long journey, and in this profession, I learn something new every day 

(For example, yesterday I learnt that a Gnu is the same as a Wildebeest, a fact which 

has clearly eluded me all this time!).  

As a result of staff training, I was lucky enough to be teaching when we had our visit 

from a trained dancer, leading a workshop to celebrate Diwali. This Festival of Lights 

honours the victory of goodness over evil and light over darkness. In researching 

Diwali online (please see attached Online Safety sheet), I came across this phrase, 

which I thought was beautiful and the perfect antidote to the low, glowering clouds 

we have faced for the past few days: ‘Let light shine within yourself, and also shine 

this light outwards.’  

Our Environment:  

We are both the cause of, and solution to, this one big problem:  

One problem: It seems a dreadful irony, with all our rain, but more than 1 billion 

people worldwide have no access to safe drinking water. Every day, an average of 

5000 people, somewhere in the world, are thought to die due to contaminated 

water, with the very young and very old being especially vulnerable 

(https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/various-pollution-facts.php) 

One solution: While there is not a direct link, if house owners can use chemicals that 

are 10 times more toxic (per acre) than those used on farms, something has to 

change. Chemicals, like dishwasher tablets, are ‘washed away’ down the drain, but 

waste water ends up in our rivers and seas and eventually finds its way back into our 

taps. Switch to eco-friendly brands such as Ecover or Method, which not only use 

natural, biodegradable ingredients, but also produce them responsibly and with 

respect to our environment. You can find more ways to help through WaterAid: 

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday,  22
nd

 November  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Poppy Yr 1 –  Ayla 

Yr 2 – Toby  Yr 3 – William 

Yr 4 – Elliott Yr 5 – Oliver 

Yr 6 – Layla 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club  

Tuesday: WASP, Oak cookery 

Wednesday: WASP 

Thursday: WASP, High 5s – Yr 5/6 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  40 Raleigh: 38 

Well done Drake 

 

Collective Worship: Friendship 

Theme for next week:  

Learning to listen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash & Willow: Taking part in the performance of Rama and Sita by the West End 

Theatre Group to celebrate Diwali, The Festival of Light.   

Beech: Looking for mini-beasts in leaf mould at Honiton Community College during 

our Science workshop. 

Oak: Exploring refraction using water. 

 

Online Safety 

Please read and discuss the information 

sheet (attached) with your child. I find the 

internet a fantastic resource, but it is only as 

good as its users. With access to countless 

devices, our children are entering a world 

we may struggle to understand, but it is still 

our duty to supervise and teach them safe 

ways to interact, just as we do in the real 

world. If you would like further information, 

please get in touch.  

 

Illness 

Please note, we have younger siblings of children in school with Hand, Foot and 

Mouth Disease and also Chicken Pox. This information is particularly important for 

those who may be pregnant. We have also recently had some cases of a winter 

vomiting bug. This seems to have cleared at the moment but could return at some 

point. A reminder that children must be kept off school until at least 48 hours after 

the last bout of sickness. Please could you remind your child of general hygiene and 

how important it is to wash their hands after visiting the toilet? Thank you.  

 

Reception Applications 

Applications are now open for children due to enter Reception in September 2020. 

Please visit https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-

information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place  

The application process will close on 15
th

 January.  

 

Children in Need 

We raised £136 last week for Children in Need. 

Lilly-May, in Oak Class, won the ‘Guess the 

Number of Spots’ competition. She guessed 187 

and there were actually 217. Well done Lilly-

May and a big thank you to Karen Saunders who 

made the cake.  

 

Parent View 

The questions asked on Ofsted Parent View were changed on 02 September 2019 to 

support the introduction of the education inspection framework. There are no 

results showing for our school since 2016/17 and we would be grateful if you would 

visit the website and answer the questions.  We need 10 responses for the results to 

become visible.  

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

First Aid Course 

There will be a non-certificated, 

basic first aid course on Saturday 

11th January from 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm in Offwell Village Hall. 

This is a fully funded course and 

there are still a few places 

available. For more details or to 

book a place, please call 01404 

831924. 

 

 

 

 

Vacancy  

We have two vacancies for an 

After School Club Supervisor for 

every Friday, 3.15 – 6pm in term 

time, from January and for 

occasional cover of other after 

school sessions. This can be a 

very rewarding position. The 

suitable applicants would need a 

DBS certificate (we could arrange 

this), knowledge of and 

experience of working with 

children (a Level 3 qualification 

would be helpful) and would be 

welcomed into our school 

community. If you would like to 

check any details or know of 

someone who may be interested 

(not just our parents/carers) 

please get in touch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


