
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

 

We were very proud of how well the children responded to Remembrance Day: 

they showed respect and great composure during the two minutes’ silence. We 

were grateful to the villagers who lead the Remembrance Collective Worship for 

the village. It is so important to value the contribution of those who came before, 

remember the suffering caused by wars today and consider how we can work 

towards peace and reconciliation in the future. 

 

I have been encouraged to hear about the enjoyment parents find in reading to 

and with their children. If you have already been doing so for a while, you will 

know that there comes a time when they no longer need it as much. This is great! 

Touch base whenever possible, to ask about their reading, and just in case, there is 

a little booklet that gives ‘What Next?’ suggestions for when there are just no 

more books on unicorns available. Please ask your child’s teacher for a copy. 

 

If your child is still not a fully-fledged reader, and seems reluctant, try the ‘gift of 

one word’. Give one easy, common word, as theirs and theirs alone, or let them 

choose. Then, they simply read that word as and when it comes up in your story. 

Sometimes they will forget and sometimes so will you! It’s not one to force, as the 

story sometimes needs to take over, but, gradually they will see other words they 

want to read and will usually grow in confidence, while still being able to hear a 

great story. This was an approach my grandmother used with me (then a reluctant 

reader); I am so glad she did! 

 

Those of you who attended Mrs Hunt’s Parents’ Meeting will be familiar with the 

letters and sounds approach, so will understand that each sound needs to be said 

as closely to how it sounds in the word and in the same order to gradually, 

magically blend into the word. We will also be starting a new approach to 

handwriting, for all children from Reception up and I will happily share more on 

this over the next few weeks. We are all supporting children to raise their 

expectations of what they can write and how well they can write, over time, so 

that they can reach their true potential in the future. 

 

Our Environment: One problem, one solution: 

One problem: The 2019 State of Nature Report (UK) reveals that 41% of the 

species studied have declined. This reflects the UN Report on Biodiversity 2019, 

which noted that; ‘Nature is declining globally at rates unprecedented in human 

history’. There are many causes; habitats being ‘cleaned up’ and concreated over, 

with plastic turf spreading across lawns and weed killers and other garden 

chemicals killing off more than the intended victims. 

One solution: The UN report tells us that “it is not too late to make a difference, 

but only if we start now at every level from local to global,”. Our own State of 

Nature Report says there is: “enormous potential for engaging people to take 

action in their own gardens...” so stop tidying up your garden! Don’t waste money 

on chemicals - leave weeds in areas of your garden; save money on repairing 

fences -create natural corridors by leaving small gaps. Leave a wood or stone pile 

and who knows what might creep in for the winter! 

 

 

 

Friday, 15
th

 November  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

R – Oliver Yr 1 – Ethan  

Yr 2 – Eric Yr 3 – Daisie 

Yr 4 – Jacob Yr 5 – Sophie 

Yr 6 – Ella  

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Quicksticks 

Hockey - Oak 

Tuesday: WASP, School Council, 

Science Workshop (Beech) 

Wednesday: WASP, swimming 

(Beech & Oak)  

Thursday: WASP, Diwali 

Workshop (Ash & Willow), PTFA 

Meeting 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Church Quiz 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  23  Raleigh: 36 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship:  Friendship 

Theme for next week:  

Making time for each other 

 

Children in Need 

Thank you to everyone who 

contributed towards Children in 

Need today. We will let you know 

how much was raised next week 

and also we will tell you the 

winner of the spotty cake. A huge 

thank you to Karen Saunders for 

making this for us.  
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Learning the story of Rama and Sita. 

Willow: Learning about food chains and creating our own.  

Beech: Making 3 bean chilli and chilli bean scones. Thank 

you very much Mrs Sancey.  

Oak: Turning colour into light using Newton’s Discs. 

 

 

High 5s Netball Tournament 

On Thursday, 7
th

 November, Niamh, Layla, Lilly-Grace, Jessica B, Oliver, Aubrey 

and Tom took part in a High 5s netball tournament. They played four games. 

They drew 2 and lost 2. They all played very well in the cold conditions and the 

competition ended early due to lack of light. Well done! 

Sports Ambassador, Jack Hodder 

 

National Child Measurement Programme 

Children in Year 6 and Reception will be taking home a letter from Public 

Health Devon regarding weighing and measuring of children in Year 6 and 

Reception. If you do not want your child to take part, you need to OPT OUT by 

going online before 1
st

 December 2019. The link is http://devon.cc.ncmp This 

will take place early next year.  

 

Vision Screening 

The Reception children (and Year 1) are taking home information about Vision 

Screening which is also set to take place next year. If you do not want your 

child to have an eye test at school you will need to return the OPT OUT form 

to us. Year 1 children who missed screening last year will also be tested. 

 

Christmas Art Project 

Children who were in school last week completed an A4 size card with 

Christmas artwork which has been sent off to be scanned. By now you should 

have received this artwork back with instructions on the back telling you how 

to order Christmas cards and other items. The closing date for ordering is 21
st

 

November and late orders cannot be accepted. This is a fundraising 

opportunity for the school and a chance for you to order personalised 

Christmas cards.  

 

Tempest Photos 

Individual and sibling group photos were sent home last week and we will be 

sending these off on Monday. Please return orders by Monday morning at the 

latest to avoid postage costs.  

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

 

Quiz Night – Friday, 22nd 

November, 7.00 pm  

Popular Quiz Master Max Pipe 

will be in charge of the Offwell 

Church Quiz Night. Teams of up 

to 6 - don't worry if you can't 

make up a team we can always fit 

you in with others. There will be a 

bar, a raffle and a Ploughmans 

Supper. All proceeds to St Mary's 

Church. 

 

Offwell Christmas Tree Lighting 

Friday 6th Dec at 3.30pm - 

Parents and Children are invited 

for Carol singing inside the church 

gates.  

 

PTFA Christmas Fayre - Friday 

13th December, 3.15pm 

All welcome to attend. 

  

Christingle, 15th December,  4pm 

School Choir  is invited to 

Christingle in St Mary’s Church, 

Offwell  

 

PTFA Meeting 

Thursday, 21
st

 November 

7pm 

The next meeting of the PTFA is 

next week in school. Everyone is 

welcome to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


