
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

I do hope that you found meeting your child’s teaching team helpful. If you were 

unable to attend, please see your child’s class teacher, who will be happy to make 

an alternative appointment. The information you share makes a real difference. 

Whether it is in terms of passing on information that may affect their wellbeing; 

discovering and overcoming barriers to learning; ensuring they are being 

sufficiently challenged; or simply reassuring yourself that your child is happy, 

developing well, and is taking an active part in school life, these meetings can be 

essential to our partnership with you which can make our vision for your child a 

reality. 

You cannot fail to notice that I have been ‘banging on’ (or if you are kind, you 

might call it tenacious!) about the value of reading. This is not only that I cannot 

imagine life without being able to lose myself in a brilliant book, but because 

reading is the medium through which we all learn. Therefore, while we will also be 

making sure that your child’s writing develops as it should, that their maths 

continues to improve and that our curriculum offers inspirational learning 

experiences, we will continue to promote reading in a number of ways and your 

support is a vital part of this.  

You may have noticed some Wonder Walls where words are celebrated in 

classrooms, or your child’s vocabulary choices might already have impressed you 

(let us know if so). You will already be aware of our Library areas, and that Carolyn 

Kennett, from Babcock Library Services was available on Monday after school, 

giving advice on books and reading. You will now find a small booklet in your 

child’s book-bag, giving recommendations for good books for your child’s age 

group. Please share this with them, especially if they are about to finish a book, as 

it can smooth the sometimes uncomfortable transition from a familiar character, 

or author, if they know there are similar books to try. They might also find a few 

ideas for Christmas lists! 

Our Environment  

One Problem: As mentioned last week, pollution "continues to have a severe 

impact on the UK’s sensitive habitats and freshwaters...” (State of Nature Report 

2019). Pollution means introducing a new material into a habitat, where it has a 

negative impact. It contaminates the water we drink and the air we breathe, 

causing climate change (pumping CO 2 into the atmosphere), and choking our land 

and seas with plastic waste.  

One Solution: Many of you will already have a compost heap (well before last 

week’s suggestion). However, all waste starts somewhere, so can you find good 

ways to reduce, reuse and recycle next week? E.g: plastic: Young scientists could 

try weighing your plastic waste this week, to compare to next. Shopping can be 

the biggest culprit, so asking for biodegradable alternatives to plastic – e.g: paper 

bags – sends a strong message to shops and manufacturers. Of course, you might 

always remember your reusable bag, but if not, Co-op’s green bags can be 

composted.  https://treadingmyownpath.com/2017/06/22/7-plastic-free-

alternatives-to-food-wrap/ Let me know any good ideas to share next week! 

 

This week we welcomed Mrs Meredith and Ms Fawcett, PGCE students based at 

Exeter University, into Beech and Willow Classes. They will be in school next week 

and will return next term for a longer period.  

 

 

 

 

Friday, 8
th

 November  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Wilfred Yr 1 –  Thomas 

Yr 2 – Genevieve Yr 3 – Maisie 

Yr 4 – Ben Yr 5 – Freya  

Yr 6 – Jessica W 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, 

Remembrance Service 

Tuesday: WASP, Beech Cookery 

Wednesday: WASP, Star Gazing – 

Oak Class, Swimming, Letters & 

Sounds Workshop (Ash) 

Thursday: WASP, Story & Rhyme 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Children in Need 

Saturday: Christmas Tree Lighting 

5pm Honiton 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  51  Raleigh: 44 

Well done Drake 

 

Collective Worship: Friendship 

Theme for next week:  

Supporting one another 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

 

How do you feel when somebody 

encourages you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Finding new words for our word wall. 

Willow has two highlights this week! Going on our welly walk when we 

identified leaves and berries. We collected our leaves on a ‘journey stick’ 

which we took back to school. Thank you to Toby’s mum for walking with us.  

Cooking with Mrs Sancey – we made wonderful shaped bread rolls and 

delicious soup. Thank you Mrs Sancey.  

Beech: Making Kahoot quizzes in computing. https://kahoot.com/ if you 

want a go yourself! 

Oak: Learning about Isaac Newton and doing experiments with light.  

 
E-Team – Tree Seeds 

The E-team is asking people to collect any tree seeds (acorns, chestnuts, 

hazlenuts etc) this week, as they have been given the amazing opportunity of 

planting them and hopefully helping to create a brand new woodland nearby. 

Why not go on a walk over the weekend and see what you can find? Please 

keep seeds outside so that they do not dry out and pass them on to members 

of the E-team in Oak or Beech (or to Mrs Hunt) as soon as possible. Please 

remind your child to wash their hands after handling seeds particularly as we 

are aware there are children in school with nut allergies. THANK YOU! 

 

Class Book Stalls 

Following Carolyn’s visit, in preparation for receiving 200 new books, we are 

clearing old stock. These books (pre-loved) will be outside each class at the 

end of the day, and we are happy for your child to choose as many books as 

they wish, for a voluntary donation of any size. 

Maths News 

Every year Wellington School hosts a Maths Challenge.  The aim is to challenge 

children to work on maths problems which are interesting and stimulating.  

Four children from Oak Class are going to compete in the Challenge on 

Saturday 30 November.  The format is a one hour paper with each team 

submitting one answer sheet; all questions are answered by the team as a 

whole. We will also have some children going to Maths Enrichment classes at 

Honiton Community College on 12, 19 and 26 November with more sessions in 

the Spring Term. I will let you know how we get on at Wellington and also 

report on the Enrichment classes. 

Mirabelle Sancey-Derlon, Maths Ambassador 

 

English News 

As all our parents know, Offwell School has re-joined the Schools’ Library 

Service.  We have had a visit from Mrs Kennett from the SLS who has audited 

all our books and sorted through the libraries in each class removing many 

books which are no longer necessary – as there are still some left they are 

being sold after school.  We all like the new library areas, paid  for by the PTFA, 

and are looking forward to the new books supplied by the SLS. Oak Class has 

just started up our own Book Club where we have two weeks to read a book 

and will then meet in groups, with biscuits, to talk about the book!  Our first 

meeting is on Friday 15 November. Four members of Oak Class also run a Book 

Club for children in Willow and Ash classes.  This is on a lunchtime and is very 

well attended. 

Ella Yaxley-Doble, English Ambassador 

 

 
Remembrance Service 

The whole school will be joining 

villagers on Monday, 11
th

 

November for a very short 

Remembrance Service. This will 

include a minute’s silence beside 

the church gates.  

 

General School Maintenance 

If you, or someone you know, 

would like to carry out the basic 

school maintenance of our 

premises we would be very 

interested to hear. This is a paid 

position and the person would 

require substantial public liability 

insurance. They would also 

require a clear DBS but we could 

arrange this. Please get in touch if 

you are interested.  

 

WASP 

From next week, due to the dark 

evenings, WASP will be held in 

Oak Class rather than Willow 

Class so children will need to be 

collected from Oak classroom. 

A reminder that we need at least 

a week’s notice if your child will 

be attending WASP, particularly if 

they are staying beyond 5pm  so 

that we can plan staffing. 

  

We still need an extra person 

who can help at WASP regularly 

on Fridays, sometimes until 6pm, 

and on a casual basis (all days) to 

cover staff absence. Please get in 

touch if you are interested.  

Holders of at least a Level 3 

qualification for working with 

children would be particularly 

welcome! 



 

  

 

 

 

Story & Rhyme 

The next Story and Rhyme Session in Ash Class is next 

Thursday, 14
th

 November at 2.45pm. Everyone with a child in 

Ash and/or pre-school siblings is welcome to attend. Please 

let friends and neighbours know.  

 

Letters & Sounds 

There will be a Letters and Sounds Workshop for parents/carers of children in 

Ash Class on Wednesday, 13
th

 November from 6 to 7pm.  

 

Children in Need – Friday, 15
th

 November 

A reminder that the children are invited to wear non-school uniform next 

week for Children in Need for a suggested donation of £1. We also hope to 

take part in The Big Morning Move. Please send in your spare change to lay in 

our Pudsey (on the playground if dry). There will also be a ‘guess the spots on 

the cake’ competition for 50p a guess. 

 

Photos 

The children have had individual and sibling group photos taken today and a 

small image is being sent home today. Please place orders online or return the 

envelope to school by next Friday to avoid paying extra postage.  

 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


