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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

 

I hope you have had a great half term. It was certainly a week of two halves with 

regard to the weather, but even through the autumn mizzle, the colours are 

already exquisite, so every cloud… 

 

The children have settled back into the daily routines of school life, with a few 

differences: Each class has a Word Wall (of wonder!) where enticing new words 

are collected and celebrated, as part of enhancing our children’s vocabulary. We 

have also updated the library areas in Willow, Beech and Oak, ready to receive the 

new books from County Library Services, so please take a look around when you 

visit your child’s class next week for Parents’ Evening. 

Parents Evenings are on Monday 4
th

 and Wednesday 6
th

 November and we look 

forward to seeing you, as there will be lots of ways in which sharing information 

about your child now can make all the difference later. In particular, with regard to 

language development, the everyday interactions we tend to take for granted are 

actually vital to every child’s development. Simple activities for you and your child 

from birth to 5 are set out in ‘Hungry Little Minds’ 

https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/  While with older children, sitting 

down for a meal, a board game, or a shared story can be the best way to chase 

away the clouds on a wet, dark afternoon (besides, they’re a captive audience!). 

 

Speaking of captive audiences, we will have Carolyn Kennett, from Babcock Library 

Services available in the log cabin on Monday after school, for anyone who would 

like advice on which books might get your child reading, or that you might like to 

read to your child, once you put aside all the other jobs you ‘should’ be doing. 

Those jobs will wait, but the years where they actually want our attention are all 

too brief. Research shows that ‘The frequency of reading to children at a young 

age has a direct causal effect on their schooling outcomes regardless of their 

family background and home environment.’; it works! 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/research/readtoyoungchild.

pdf 

 Our Environment  

Inspired by Fridays for Future and to help break down something huge into 

something achievable, here is our suggestion for this week - One problem: The 

State of Nature report (2019) presents an overview of how the country’s wildlife is 

faring, looking back over nearly 50 years of monitoring to see how nature has 

changed in the UK. Pollution "continues to have a severe impact on the UK’s 

sensitive habitats and freshwaters...”. https://www.bto.org/our-

science/publications/state-nature-report/state-nature-report-2019 

One solution:  Be waste aware - it all comes from somewhere - don’t let it be you. 

You can reduce, reuse and recycle in many ways. We recycle our cooked food 

waste, but you can recycle uncooked food waste, creating new soil, free compost 

and a new habitat in one. Try building your own garden compost pile. 

https://www.wideopeneats.com/inclusive-guide-home-composting/  By the way, 

don’t think recycling is a waste of time; in one year alone, composting and 

recycling prevented 85 million tonnes of waste being dumped. 

https://www.thekitchn.com/does-recycling-actually-make-a-difference-249514)  

 

 

Friday, 1
st

 November 2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

R – Gabriella Yr 1 –  Rowan 

Yr 2 – Charlotte Yr 3 – Mathilde 

Yr 4 – Clem Yr 5 – Lily-Ann  

Yr 6 – Mirabelle 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Parents’ 

Evening, Oak First Aid lesson 

Tuesday: WASP, Willow cookery 

Wednesday: WASP, Parents’ 

Evening, Reading Club, Kapla Club 

Thursday: WASP, Running Club, 

Yr 6 High 5s 

Friday: Individual photos, 2.45pm 

- Celebration Collective Worship 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  55  Raleigh: 62 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship: Friendship 

Theme for next week:  

Encouraging one another. 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

How does what you do affect 

others? 

 

Fish and chips 

It’s that time again, fish and chips 

this Saturday at Offwell Village Hall 

car park from 6.00-7.30pm. Eat in 

or out, bar open, good night for all 

the family. Draw this month is 

£1.00 per ticket and is for a chicken 

dinner for you to cook. Look 

forward to seeing you all. All profit 

to Children’s new play park. 
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash:  Exploring light in our dark den.  

Willow: Making a collage of underwater sea creatures. 

Beech: Making electronic quiz boards in science. 

Oak:  Exploring colour through different media. 

 

Individual and Sibling Photos 

We are having individual and family group photographs next Friday morning 

from 9am. If you have family members not in school who you would like 

included, please bring them at 9am and those photos will be taken first. All 

children in school will have an individual photo and a sibling group one if 

applicable unless you tell us differently.  

 

Celebration Collective Worship Next Week 

As we have photographs next Friday morning, next week’s Friday Collective 

Worship will be at the end of the school day at 2.45pm. As usual everyone is 

welcome to join us.  

 
Children in Need 

The School Council met earlier this week and have agreed on what we will be 

doing for Children in Need on Friday, 15
th

 November. We will be having a non-

uniform day for a donation and taking part in The Big Move. We will have a 

‘Guess the number of spots on the cake’ competition and we will also have a 

chalk Pudsey in the playground which will be filled with spare coins. Please 

start collecting your coins for this purpose! 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

By now you should have received an appointment for Parents’ Evening. If you 

haven’t, please ask! Sports Club and WASP will run as usual. I will be available 

for a chat on both evenings.  

 

Cookery 

Mel Sancey is running the first cookery session with Willow Class on Tuesday. 

Please could children in Willow bring a container so they can take their soup 

home? Beech cookery is scheduled for Tuesday, 12
th

 November. 

 

Torbay Civic Award 

Our Year 6 children have embraced this initiative and are working hard on 

their portfolios. Rosie organised a cake stall in Honiton during half term 

despite horrible weather and, with the help of Lilly-Grace and Layla, virtually 

everything was sold and they raised £162 for Cancer Research UK. 

 

On 18
th

 January, Aubrey, is attempting to swim an incredible 5k (3.1 miles) at 

the Flamingo Pool in Axminster. He is asking for sponsorship and money raised 

will go to the RNLI. You can visit 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/aubrey-green to find out more and 

make a donation.  

 

Christmas Wreath Workshop 

It’s that time of year again when 

the PTFA would like to invite you to 

their amazing Christmas Wreath 

Workshop fundraiser. For many of 

you this marks the start of the 

festive season; spend a few hours 

of festive fun and why not bring a 

friend!  Full tuition and all materials 

included and you’ll walk away with 

your very own beautiful creation.  

Two sessions available on Saturday 

7th December at Offwell Village 

Hall, 2.30pm to 5.30pm or 7.30pm 

to 10.30pm. £20 per wreath.  

Enjoy a complimentary tipple and 

mince pie on arrival and all you 

need to bring is a handy pair of 

scissors or secateurs.  

To book your place, please either 

message the PTFA Facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/e

vents/364638427598234/?ti=ia 

or speak to Claire Arscott or Marina 

Hodder. All monies to be paid by 

the 16th of November to secure 

your place. This is a hugely popular 

event with limited spaces available, 

so book fast to avoid 

disappointment.  All profits go to 

the PTFA. 
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Cross Country 

Before half term, on 14
th

 October, some of KS2 went to the Leisure Centre for a 

cross country competition with other local schools. It had already been 

postponed due to bad weather and it was raining again so we just did it 

indoors. We ran as many laps as we could in the time it took to overtake a 

player from the other team. The points will be added up and the top two teams 

from each age group will go through to East Devon finals. Good job runners! 

Jack Hodder, Sports Ambassador 

 

Freya’s Hair 

Freya, in Oak Class, has selflessly donated her flowing locks, which were down 

to her waist, to The Prince’s Trust, during half term. What a great example of 

generosity. 

 
Remembrance 

As usual, we will be joining the villagers to take part in the Remembrance 

Service on Monday, 11
th

 November just before 11am at the church gates. 

We have a supply of poppies which the year 6 children will be taking around to 

all classes every day from Monday. If you would like your child to have a 

poppy, please send them in with some money next week. There is also a small 

selection of wrist band rulers which we are limiting to one per child for a 

minimum donation of £1.  

 

Devon Climate Emergency 

A range of public, private and voluntary organisations from across Devon came 

together on 22 May 2019, to declare a climate emergency and to endorse the 

principles of the Devon Climate Declaration. They have appointed a Net-Zero 

Task Force to produce a Devon Carbon Plan. You can read more on the newly 

launched Devon Climate Emergency website. 

Call to action 

Devon County Council has endorsed the Devon Climate Declaration which can 

be found on the website. 

We have been asked to encourage people to submit ideas for consideration 

for the Devon Carbon Plan (also found on the website). This is urgent!  

Communications 

The first press release is online. Please share, repost (and follow) the key 

message with any accounts or groups you have contact with. 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


