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 Dear Families and Friends, 

Thursday 10
th

 was World Mental Health Day and, as you know, we are 

committed to ensuring secure foundations for learning through developing 

physical, mental and spiritual well-being. On Wednesday this week, we hosted 

a session for parents, on understanding and managing anxiety, led by Clare 

Hollingsworth and Jon Maxwell-Batten. I do hope those of you who were able 

to attend found it helpful and if you were unable to come, we have lots of 

handouts, please ask! Three main messages: 

• ‘Don’t join them in the chaos: lend them your calm’! Even if their 

behaviour worries you, try not to show it. Wait out the storm, give 

them a shoulder to cry on, then help them to face the world again. 

• Try to work out why: children’s behaviour is a form of communication. 

They need our help to interpret the world and learn how to deal with 

everyday challenges better each time.  

• Challenge mistaken beliefs: beliefs about the world inform our 

actions, so if they believe they cannot do something, help them to see 

how they can, or already have, or will do, eventually (with help!). 

Learning is a life-long journey, and it is so encouraging for our children to see 

that everyone is learning, all the time, including adults. Evidence shows 

parental involvement in their child's learning improves progress on average by 

3 months. We want to support you in our shared mission to enable every child 

to become a confident reader and life-long learner. We will be offering parent 

and child reading sessions with your class teacher (called 2:1 reading). If you 

feel this would be helpful, please see your child’s class teacher.  

 

 

 

 

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Using split pins to make a moving stick man. 

Willow: Taking part in the gym festival in Honiton and learning new skills. 

Beech: Learning about Hindu gods. 

Oak: Finding factors of numbers and primes using factor bugs. 

 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

Parents’ Evenings have been arranged for Monday, 4
th

 November and 

Wednesday, 6
th

 November. The letter requesting a time slot is going home 

today. Please could this be returned by next Friday so we can send out the 

appointment details straight after half term. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 11
th 

October  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Olivia             Yr 1 –  Cohen 

Yr 2 – Toby Yr 3 – Ava 

Yr 4 – Noah Yr 5 – Tom 

Yr 6 – Aubrey 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Cross 

Country – some Oak & Beech 

Tuesday: WASP, School Council, 

Flu vaccinations 

Wednesday: WASP, Reading Club, 

Kapla Club, Swimming 

Thursday: WASP, Running Club, 

Story and Rhyme 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Farm visit – some Oak & 

Beech, Mindfulness 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 72  Raleigh: 106 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship: Thankfulness 

Theme for next week: Giving 

thanks even when times are 

difficult. 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

Count your blessings; how many 

are there? 
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 Cleaning in School 

If you are interested in paid work cleaning the school please get in touch and 

we will put you in contact with our contractors. The contract is for 2 hours per 

day x 5 days per week, term time only. However this is flexible in that the 

cleaning can be done at any time each day at a time when the children are not 

here. Friday’s cleaning could be done at the weekend.  

 

Secondary School  

Parents of our Year 6 children will be considering school places for September 

2020, with the deadline just around the corner, on Thursday October 31
st

. 

Therefore, here are a few sites, just in case they are helpful.  If the school you 

prefer is over-subscribed, please check their admissions policy, available on 

their website.  

School admissions - Education and Families - devon.gov.uk 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-

for-a-school-place 

If you live in Devon, you can apply here for a place in a mainstream state 

primary or secondary school – contact them for information about how to 

apply. 

All schools and colleges in Devon - GOV.UK - Find and ... 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-

type?step=phase&... 

Best and worst secondary schools in Devon (Spring 2019 ... 

https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/12-devon-secondary-schools-

new-1117887 

Best and worst secondary schools in Devon (Spring 2019) Every state-

funded secondary school in Devon along with its Ofsted rating and the date it 

was last inspected 

 

Cooking Utensils 

Thank you to everyone who has donated cooking equipment. If you haven’t 

got round to it yet, it is still welcome although we now have enough chopping 

boards! Just bring it into the office or pass directly to Mel Sancey. Further 

details will follow but the first session for Beech and Willow cookery is planned 

for 4
th

 and 5
th

 November.  

 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas in Honiton 

On Saturday 16th November 

2019 Honiton and District 

Chamber of Commerce in 

partnership with 

Honiton Town Council are 

celebrating the start of the 

Christmas season in style. 

Commencing with a Toy 

Fair in Mackarness Hall from 3 – 8 

pm. The Honiton Town Band will 

be playing around the Town’s 

Christmas Tree in St. Paul’s 

Church with additional music 

from 5pm onwards. There will be 

gift bags for 

Children; A lucky draw will see 

five children win a family 

Christmas tree up to 7’, with the 

first winner 

also winning £100 for their 

school. There will be warm mince 

pies and, of course, we will be 

having a visit 

from a white bearded elderly 

gent in a red suit and riding on a 

sleigh! 

Unlike past years, when there 

have been several late-night 

shopping days leading up to 

Christmas, in 2019 this one day 

will be the designated and 

advertised late night shopping 

event for Honiton. 

 

 
PTFA AGM 

A reminder that the PTFA AGM is 

next Thursday, 17
th

 October at 

7pm  in school. Everyone is 

welcome to attend, especially 

new families! 
 
 


