
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

Dear Families and Friends, 

 

I do hope you have been able to enjoy the summer. It is so important to have 

those times when we relax and catch up with family and friends, as well as 

remember to do those jobs that keep getting put off, like tidying our 

bedrooms when we eventually get up! However difficult we might find the 

change from sleeping in to getting up early, or changing from flip-flops into 

new shoes, it is equally important to return to normality, rested and ready, as 

there are many exciting new challenges to face and friends - old and new - to 

see.  

 

We send our very best wishes to the new Year 7 Pupils, as they start out on 

their Secondary School careers, and we look forward to the new school year, 

with many new children coming into school. We have thirteen children 

starting in Reception and we welcome further children into Willow: Fiona, 

Coral and Indiana, who seem to have settled so well already. We also greet a 

new member of staff in Willow, Mrs Susan Reeve, who will be working 

alongside the Classteacher, Miss Kirkland, Wednesday to Friday. 

 

There has been a lot of work going on in school over the summer, which has 

resulted in some positive changes. We now have a new, more efficient boiler, 

with new radiators in Oak class (first time ever!), meaning we should feel 

cosier in the colder months ahead. The Library area in Oak class has also been 

upgraded by the Teaching Team, with lovely new shelves and chairs. Each class 

will have the opportunity to update and refurbish their Library areas, to 

encourage a life-long love of reading across the school. We thank our very 

active PTFA for their support with this. 

 

In our first few days in school, I have been impressed by the older children in 

each class, who have set an excellent example of behaviour and who have 

been really considerate to those who are new to their classes. In addition, our 

younger children moving into each class have shown remarkable confidence 

and it has been a pleasure to go into each class and see them busily working 

together. There is a real sense of calm, care and curiosity everywhere in 

school, actively encouraged by all staff. 

 

You will be able to get a taste of the teaching and learning opportunities 

ahead from your child’s class newsletter, which you will also receive today. We 

are holding a meet and greet session on 11
th

 September for all classes. The 

idea is that parents/carers can drop in at any time (between 3.40pm and 

5pm) and the teacher will have a designated 15 minute slot to run through 

what happens in the class. These will be at different times so you can listen to 

the other class talks if you have children in more than one class.  The talk 

times are:   Ash – 3.40pm, Willow – 4pm, Beech – 4.20pm and Oak – 4.40pm. 

This will be an opportunity for you to find out how best to support your child 

or find out more about your child’s learning. We will have individual parents 

evenings on 4
th

 and 6
th

 November. However, if you need to ask or share 

anything to do with your child’s day to day education, please feel free to talk 

to us; the partnership between us is vital to every child’s success. 

 

Highlight of the Week: 

All classes - : Seeing all our friends again and getting to know our new classes, 

classrooms and routines. 

 

 

Friday, 6
th

 September 2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

Stars next week 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club  

Tuesday: WASP, Choir 

Wednesday: WASP, Reading Club, 

Kapla Club, Meet & Greet 

Meeting 

Thursday: WASP, Running Club 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Starts next week 

 

Collective Worship: Thankfulness 

Theme for next week:  

Thanking God for people who 

have helped us 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

Have you enjoyed your new 

beginning to this term? 

 

 

Congratulations to all who 

completed the Library Reading 

Challenge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

School Council 

The School Council members finished their term of office at the end of last 

term and new members are now needed.  The children have been told all 

about what the position entails and we need 2 representatives from each year 

group. Please encourage your child to put themselves forward for election. 

They need to have handed in a poster by Friday, 13
th

 September with elections 

taking place on Thursday, 19
th

 September. Successful candidates will be 

announced in Collective Worship on Friday, 20
th

 September along with new 

house captains and Ethos Team members in year 4.  

 

Swimming 

As we did last year, Oak and Beech classes will both be swimming but this year 

the sessions will be on Wednesday afternoons commencing 18
th

 September – 

please see separate letter if applicable. The PTFA has very kindly offered to 

fund the transport for this once again.  

 
 

Dates for your Diary 

We do try and keep our online calendar up to date (on our website) but we 

attach a list of dates this term. 

 

Clubs 

Please see below the list of clubs running this term in addition to WASP.  

A reminder that WASP now operates on Fridays after school as well as 

Tuesdays to Thursdays. 

Sophie, Jess B, Freya and Rosie (Oak Class) will be running the Reading Club 

with the help of Miss Kirkland. 

Mr Thomas will be running Kapla Club until October half term. Kapla is a safe, 

creative wooden construction toy using no glue, screws or clips. 

See www.Kaplaplanks.co.uk  

  

Day Lunchtime After School 

Monday School Council – every 3 

weeks 

Sports Club – Yr R -6 – 

3.15pm to 5pm 

£2 per session charge 

Tuesday Choir – 12 noon to 12.30pm – 

KS2 

 

Wednesday Kapla Club – 12 noon to 

12.30pm – Yrs 3 to 6 

Reading Club – 12.30pm to 

1pm -  Ash & Willow 

 

Thursday Running Club – 12 noon to 

12.30pm – Yrs 3 to 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ceilidh 

A reminder that there will be a 

joint Ceilidh with Upottery 

Primary School on Saturday, 21
st

 

September at Offwell Village Hall. 

Tickets are available from the 

school office or Marina Hodder at 

a cost of £10 per adult and £5 per 

child. Get your dancing shoes on! 

 

Aldi’s Kit for Schools 

We are collecting Team GB 

stickers from Aldi which can be 

used to provide sports kit. You 

will be offered a sticker every 

time you spend £30 or more at 

Aldi so please accept it and send 

it into school. Thank you.  

 

VegBank Honiton 

We have been passed 

information about a new 

initiative which a Honiton 

resident has set up. This is a 

VegBank operating from their 

shed. It opens on Wednesdays 

from 1-3pm and if anyone is able 

to donate fruit or vegetables they 

can be delivered to 30 or 24 

Queen Street on Tuesday or 

Wednesday mornings. For further 

information contact 

vegbank@gmail.com or phone 

Sue on 07980903733 



 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

Contact Details & Medical/Dietary Requirements 

A reminder to ensure that you keep us up to date with contact details and 

medical/dietary requirements as they change. Please ask Mrs Davey if you 

have any doubts that we hold the correct information. Please ensure all 

medication sent to school is in date and has a permission form.  

 

Vomiting/Diarrhoea  

As we are at the start of a school year, if a child falls victim to a stomach bug, I 

should like to remind you that children should be kept off school for at least 

48 hours after the last sickness/diarrhoea episode. 

 

Head Lice 

Please check your child’s hair now and regularly thereafter and do not send 

them into school until they have been treated to avoid this irritating parasite! 
 

Free school meals 

All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England 

automatically get free school meals. However, parents and guardians are 

encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol their child in 

school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil 

premium‘ funding to support learning. 

From year 3 onwards, children whose parents are getting any of the following 

are entitled to free school meals: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of 

no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of 

your most recent assessment periods). 

• Income Support (IS). 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual gross income as assessed by Her Majesty’s 

Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190). 

• Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 

weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit). 

How to apply 

Apply through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way 

to apply and will result in you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, call the 

Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

Music 

Music lessons with Emily Miller will begin on Thursday, 19
th

 September – violin 

& some keyboard. 

Other lessons with Gail Denning will begin on Monday, 23
rd

 September – 

recorder, singing and some keyboard. 

Gail is taking part in the Great Britain Championships of Brass Brands in 

Cheltenham on Monday, 16
th

 with Sidmouth Town Band so she is otherwise 

engaged! We wish her all the best for this! 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Lorna Legg 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

 

 

 

 
 

Offwell Produce & Flower Show 

Don't forget the annual Offwell 

Produce & Flower Show, 

Saturday, 14th September in the 

village hall. Entries to be 

presented before 11 

am.  Children who were at 

Offwell School last year have all 

produced an entry which will be 

on display. Flower Show opens to 

the public at 2.30p.m.  Schedules 

can still be collected - call 01404 

831066 or see the Offwell web 

site for more details. Scarecrows 

with  sporting theme should be in 

place by Sunday 8th September. 

Remember also there is to be a 

Fancy Dress competition  for the 

children- storybook character - 

assemble outside the hall at 2.30 

p.m. for judging. Please support 

your village. 
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Credit and have an annual gross income as assessed by Her Majesty’s 

Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190). 

• Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 

weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit). 

How to apply 

Apply through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way 

to apply and will result in you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, call the 

Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

Music 

Music lessons with Emily Miller will begin on Thursday, 19
th

 September – violin 

& some keyboard. 

Other lessons with Gail Denning will begin on Monday, 23
rd

 September – 

recorder, singing and some keyboard. 

Gail is taking part in the Great Britain Championships of Brass Brands in 

Cheltenham on Monday, 16
th

 with Sidmouth Town Band so she is otherwise 

engaged! We wish her all the best for this! 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Lorna Legg 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 

 

 

 

 
 

Offwell Produce & Flower Show 

Don't forget the annual Offwell 

Produce & Flower Show, 

Saturday, 14th September in the 

village hall. Entries to be 

presented before 11 

am.  Children who were at 

Offwell School last year have all 

produced an entry which will be 

on display. Flower Show opens to 

the public at 2.30p.m.  Schedules 

can still be collected - call 01404 

831066 or see the Offwell web 

site for more details. Scarecrows 

with  sporting theme should be in 

place by Sunday 8th September. 

Remember also there is to be a 

Fancy Dress competition  for the 

children- storybook character - 

assemble outside the hall at 2.30 

p.m. for judging. Please support 

your village. 

 
 


