
Autumn 2015 

Dear parents/carers, 

Welcome to a new term and a year in Beech class.  I’m really excited about getting to know all 
the children better and have already found out lots about them.  We have begun choosing and 
changing reading books and have started to develop the classroom routines.  If you have any 
queries please catch me on the playground or email me at cthomas@offwell-
primary.devon.sch.uk  

Over the course of 
the term children  
will develop greater 

control over more complex sentence structures, 
including how to use different types of clauses.  
They will learn new spelling patterns and develop 
a wider understanding of grammatical terms, such 
as ‘clause’ and ‘adverbial’.   We will be studying 
fiction and non-fiction texts throughout the term.  
Children will read in guided reading groups as well 
as to an adult on a regular basis. 

Maths — Nearly all learning in 
maths this term will focus on num-
ber—this will start with work on 
place value and counting.  We will 
move on to look at addition and 
subtraction strategies which will 
include mental calculation and boundary cross-
ing.  Children will also learn multiplication and 
division strategies and will focus on the different 
times tables. Most maths lessons will begin with 
a problem that the class will solve - this will help 
to make maths more ‘real’.  Children will also 
learn a number of visualisation methods to sup-
port learning in maths. 

PE will be on a Monday and Wednesday 
(swimming from the 18th Sept) —please 
ensure children have appropriate kit.  

Also this term RE—Jewish festivals and family life 
& creation.  Computing: Internet safety and quiz-
zes.  PSHE—new beginning and getting on/falling 
out. 

Learning in science this term 
will begin by looking at elec-
tricity.   Children will learn 
about and make different 

types of circuits and will learn about various uses 
of electricity.  We will move on to learn bout ani-
mals and their habitats.  This will include food 
chains, prey and predators. 

Homework will be handed out on a Wednesday and collected in on a Monday.  Children will receive login 
details for Times Tables Rockstars soon too. 

      Mr Thomas  and Mr Bardot 

This term children will learn how to 
effectively use water colour paints, 
including the colour wheel.   They 
will learn different techniques to 
improve their skills.  In DT, we will 

be doing some autumnal cooking—learning new 
skills and making delicious treats! 

The Stone Age to Iron Age—We’ll be travelling back in time thousands of years to early man.  We’ll be 
looking at how life was VERY different then to now.  Children will learn about how 
we know about the Stone age, what ’cave art’ tells us, how they got their food, etc.  
Children will have a go a telling their own stories through cave art, design a stone 
age menu, research stone age animals, etc.  Learning will ‘travel’  through to the 
Bronze Age and then onto the Iron Age taking in the Bell Beaker people, Iron Age 
houses and much more.  Learning will cover much of the curriculum, including Eng-
lish, art, DT and obviously, history. 
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