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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

Whole School transition Day (also known as ‘Class Swap’ Day) took place on 

Wednesday, when the children get to be a year older for the day – for a child, 

that’s a promotion! In Oak, new Year 5 and Year 6 children were making 

planets, as part of their theme for next term. New Year 3 and 4 children in 

Beech class made castles, linking to a book they have been sharing. In Willow, 

our new Year 1 and 2 children enjoyed a pirate themed day based on the book 

‘Jake’s First Day’. They made pirate hats and puppets and the best part was 

the treasure hunt! Ash children (our new Nursery and Reception children) 

benefited from the care and support of some of our oldest children, who were 

not attending their new school that day.  

I checked in with each class, over the day, and saw happy faces (both children 

and staff), which is an excellent start. It is evidently one advantage of a smaller 

setting, where the children feel safe, secure and know they are cared for, by 

all adults in their school community, so can settle relatively quickly into their 

new roles. In Collective Worship, having checked that they were all happy, I 

reminded all children that they must be mindful to set a good example to the 

younger children and give their teacher the best impression possible! Both 

they and their teachers should feel more positive about their return in 

September, with the knowledge of where they will be and who they will be 

with, clear in their minds.  

Our end of year reports will be shared on Wednesday 17
th

 of July. Once you 

have had a chance to read yours, please feel free to contact your child’s class 

teacher, if you would like to discuss your child’s progress. As I am using the 

same format as last year, I would also be very grateful for any feedback on the 

report format, in order to make any improvements for next year.  

If your child has additional support, you will also receive an updated My Plan, 

which sets out specific needs, actions and progress. If you have not already 

done so, we are happy to discuss next steps, and your child’s teacher will be 

able to arrange a time to go through this with you, either next week, or as 

early as possible in September. We are always keen to work with you, to help 

your child to achieve their very best. 

Our whole school, end of year results will also be available on Wednesday and 

will come home with your child’s report. I will share more about these in my 

next newsletter. We have many things to celebrate this year, so I will send out 

a compilation of highlights at the end of next week. This academic year, there 

will be the same number coming into Nursery, as going out at Year 6, which 

makes a big difference to our sense of continuity and stability as a school. 

Thank you for all your support over this year. 

 

Highlight of the Week: 

All classes enjoyed the transition activities and working with their new 

classmates and teachers if applicable. See my earlier note for details.  

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 12
th

 July  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

R – Tilly                Yr 1 –  Elizabeth 

Yr 2 – Daisie Yr 3 – Elliott 

Yr 4 – Erin Yr 5 – Ella 

Yr 6 – Elli, Reuben, Jake, Isabel 

and Eiran 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Bikeability 

Year 5, Beech Roman Exhibition, 

School Council 

Tuesday: WASP, Bikeability, 

Willow trip to Peco 

Wednesday: WASP, Bikeability, Yr 

6 to HCC Sister Act 

Thursday: WASP, Bikeability, 

Beech welly walk until 5pm 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Yr 6 Woodlands Trip, 

Ash welly walk 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  23  Raleigh: 43 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week: 

Forgiveness 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

How could you make things fair 

for someone this weekend? 
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Class Photos 

A reduced sized photocopy of your child’s class photo has been sent home 

with an order form below. We have been sent a small number of photos for 

each class. If you would like one please return the sheet as soon as possible. 

Obviously, you would like to display these photos but please do not put them 

on social media as there are children who cannot have their photograph 

shared on the internet.  

 

Friday WASP 

Thank you to everyone who returned the WASP questionnaires. It is obvious 

that the children enjoy WASP and you as parents/carers appreciate the 

opportunity for after and before school childcare. Several of you have 

indicated that you would like to use WASP on Friday after school and I am 

delighted to advise you that we will be able to run this from September. The 

first WASP (and Early Morning Provision) will be on the first day of term; 

Wednesday, 4
th

 September. If you would like to use the provision just turn up 

and we will send out forms in September.   

 

Music Tuition – chance to hear a new instrument! 

We sent a form for you to request music lessons for your child to begin or 

continue from September and some of these have been returned. These need 

to be returned by the end of next week. We are offering cornet and trumpet 

lessons although none of our children presently learn these instruments. Mrs 

Denning will be bringing some instruments in on Monday when she teaches 

her final recorder and keyboard lessons of the term so hopefully your child will 

see these instruments in action! 

 

Dinner Menu 

The present menu will continue into next term but on the last 2 days of this 

term there will be a change. On Monday, 22nd July it will be spaghetti 

bolognaise or cheese and tomato pizza and on Tuesday, 23
rd

 July it will be 

sausages or cheese wheels. There will be no jacket potato option on those 

days.  

 

Summer Reading Challenge 

Linda from Honiton Library visited school earlier in the week to introduce this 

year’s Summer Reading Challenge; Space Chase to our children. A paper leaflet 

is going home to all families giving you details of what the Library is putting on 

for children throughout the summer. I look forward to hearing all about it in 

September! 

 

Beech Roman Exhibition 

A reminder that parents/carers of Beech children are invited to come into the 

class on Monday afternoon at 2.30pm to look at the work the children have 

been doing on Romans this term.  

 
 
Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 

 

Anxiety 

If your child has any worries, 

please help them to face these 

with understanding and calm, as  

we all need help to build the 

resilience we need for all of life’s 

challenges. However, if these 

worries persist and you would 

like help to address them, do let 

your child’s class teacher know, 

so that we can support them 

alongside you. Please see my last 

newsletter for details of help 

beyond school. 

 

Fairer Funding 

As you may be aware, lack of 

funding has increasingly affected 

all schools. Devon is part of the 

F40 group, composed of the 

lowest funded counties in 

England, which has been 

campaigning for 20 years for 

fairer funding and equal 

opportunity for all our children. 

Each individual Devon 

schoolchild receives £270 less 

per head than the average for 

England, and three and four-

year-olds receive £620 less per 

year than the average for 

England*. Please be aware of 

this, when we are fundraising, or 

asking for trip money – it all 

counts! Please, if possible, write 

or email your M.P. Neil Parish, to 

support the Fairer Funding 

Campaign. 

https://www.neilparish.co.uk/. 

* Information accessed online 

11.7.19 from Neil Parish’s 

website. 

Oak Class have been joined by  

Work Experience 

Yannick from Axe Valley 

Community College this week 

who has been carrying out work 

experience. The team 

appreciated his help so thank you 

to Yannick and good luck in your 

future career. 


