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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

I can barely believe that it is my first Newsletter of July! How time flies… 

The Open Afternoon was well attended this week. Thank you to parents, children 

and staff, for your active participation. As I saw, in each class, there was a full 

range of creative activities, based on the class topic focus for this half term. We 

are always aiming, not only to make each subject as engaging as possible, but also 

to ensure we are teaching our children the fundamental skills e.g: of orientation in 

Geography, and chronology in History. Therefore, I was very pleased that one child 

was able to answer where the Mayan civilisation was (Central America) and 

another could tell me when it was (about 300BC to about 1300), which I certainly 

would have been unable to answer at their age.  

Our Y6 children went on a Life Skills session on Tuesday and were able to 

encounter a range of potential real-life scenarios, so that they can understand 

what to do when things go wrong, as we all know how the simplest facts can 

escape us when we need them most, unless we have rehearsed. From talking to 

our pupils, they have learnt, alongside the ability to be resourceful in an 

emergency:  

• Not to throw water on a frying pan or chip pan fire, as the water will 

spread the fire - leave the building and call 999;  

• Never be tempted to make a prank or fake call to the emergency services 

– it prevents real emergencies being addressed, which could easily affect 

someone you know;  

• How to do chest compressions, which could save a life one day. I know 

how important it is to have a chance to practise this vital skill. (It is also 

worth noting that we have a defibrillator in the telephone box opposite 

school, and the code is available from us) 

I would like to share the fact that the staff running the Life Skills sessions (which 

took place at The Donkey Sanctuary), commented on how lovely our children are. 

They were described as being extremely polite, engaged and considerate, which is 

naturally what we would expect, but it is gratifying that this was noticeable in our 

oldest children. 

Well done too, to our youngest children, in Ash Class, who undertook to pick up 

litter on the school field, to show how much plastic waste can accumulate. Their 

photographs show how the resources from Surfers Against Sewage (who promote 

Plastic-Free Schools) have genuinely come in handy!  

Hopefully, they have not needed their litter-picking skills on their trip to Seaton 

Jurassic, which links to their learning about the sea and the plants and animals 

that live there, which is one more reason they are so keen to try to reduce our 

own plastic waste, since it eventually ends up in our seas and oceans. Please 

remember to take any litter home to re-use or recycle, but, if possible, avoid 

plastic items in the first place; I’m sure your child / committed eco-warrior will 

remind you! 

From our youngest, to our oldest pupils, we can be proud of how many important 

lessons they learn every day. I don’t know about you, but I am very happy to think 

that the future generation might outstrip and outsmart us, since we need them to 

be resourceful, creative, caring and committed enough to make our world an even 

better place to live, for all. 

 

 

Friday, 5
th

 July 2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Cohen Yr 1 –  Monty 

Yr 2 – Robin Yr 3 – Noah 

Yr 4 – Oliver Yr 5 & Yr 6 – all 

of them  

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Beech 

welly walk 

Tuesday: WASP, Visit by Linda 

from Honiton Library re summer 

reading challenge, Mindfulness 

Wednesday: WASP, Chess Club, 

Transition Day 

Thursday: WASP,Story & Rhyme 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Disco 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 54  Raleigh: 60 

Well done Drake 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week:  

Justice 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

How could you put others first 

and serve them over this 

weekend? 
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Our trip to Seaton Jurassic Coast – especially the 

ice-cream! 

Willow: Learning about summer and the weather 

during the Open Afternoon especially making prints 

using polystyrene tiles. 

Beech: The Roman activities we did on Open Afternoon 

especially making a water clock.  

Oak: Taking part in the second part of sports day. 

 

Governor 

We held a full governing body meeting last night when 

we formally said goodbye and a huge thank you to Dr Phillip Ambler, as it was 

his last meeting. Officially, he will remain as a governor and Chair until 31
st

 

August. Dr Ambler will be greatly missed as he has contributed to school life 

and supported the Board, staff, parents and children in so many ways since he 

joined the Governing Board 5 years ago. The qualities he brought to us will be 

a very hard act to follow! However, this does mean that we will have a vacancy 

for a governor! Dr Ambler is our Local Authority governor but this position can 

be held by anyone proposed by the Governing Board, if accepted by the Local 

Authority, including a parent. If you are interested or know someone who you 

think may be, please get in touch with Mrs Davey.  

 

Changes and Relationships Education 

These lessons will be taking place before the end of term.  We will be using the 

same resources as last year with the main focus of the lessons building on our 

work through the year. Alongside this we will cover, our bodies, changes and 

reproduction. We will use the Channel 4’s Living and Growing series with 

different films shown to children from Year 1 up. Willow class’s lessons will 

follow the story of Jamahl and Vicky. Jamahl’s cat has kittens and his uncle and 

aunt have a baby. Learning focusses on changes they notice since they were 

younger and caring within a family setting. In Beech class we follow the story 

of Leon and Kadi, Leon moves house and the children take the opportunity to 

reflect on changes.  The learning discusses changes including puberty, how 

babies are made and where they come from (pregnancy and birth).   The 

theme is family based and the learning focusses on how we build and maintain 

healthy relationships. Oak class follow a similar learning pattern to Beech Class 

and have already had a visit by the school nurse who talked about 

puberty. You have the right to withdraw your child from certain elements and 

if you have any questions, please talk with your child’s class teacher. 

 
Story & Rhyme 

The next session in Ash Class is next Thursday, 11
th

 July at 2.45pm. Everyone 

with young children is welcome to attend.  

 

PTFA 

We are having a ceilidh at Offwell Village Hall on 

Saturday 21st September to raise money for 

Offwell and Upottery PTFAs . 7pm - 11pm. 

Tickets are now on sale, please see Marina. £10 

for adults, £5 for children.  Price includes food. 

See separate poster for more info. 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health 

There is a Children’s and Young 

Persons Mental Health awareness 

evening for parents on 16
th

 July at 

Honiton Community College. This 

awareness evening is for parents 

of children currently attending 

HCC and those who will be 

attending in September. Please 

contact the College for further 

details. 

 

I have been told about a new 

mental health service for 

children, run by Exeter 

University, which is accessed via 

self-referral. CYP-AccEPT offers 

support to children, young people 

and their families, who are 

experiencing mild to moderate 

worries or anxiety, low mood or 

depression. They also work with 

parents to support young 

children whose feelings may be 

expressed through their 

behaviour. See their website for 

details: 

https://www.cypaccept.co.uk/  

Timid to Tiger is a course, open 

to our parents, which supports 

parents of anxious children. 

The Course starts mid to end 

September 2019, and runs for ten 

weeks (so would finish before 

Christmas). Details to follow. 
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Music Lessons 

The children who presently learn a musical 

instrument in school were given the 

opportunity yesterday to showcase their 

instrument to the other children in 

collective worship. I thoroughly enjoyed 

listening to them and witnessing their 

obvious enthusiasm. A letter is being sent 

home today giving information about 

instrumental tuition from September.  

 

HLC Games report 

On Friday 28
th

 June, a team of years 3,4,5 and 6 boys and girls took part in this 

year’s HLC games at Honiton Community College.  

The games consisted of long jump, high jump, speed bounce and howler as 

field events and 65m, 75m, 200m and 400m track events. There were also 

relay races to finish the event. 

It was a very hot day but we found a cool spot under a tree to be our base 

camp. Everyone tried incredibly hard at all the events. We managed to win 

medals in speed bounce, howler and in two of the relay races. We were all very 

proud to represent Offwell and did our very best. 

Thank you to the mums and dads who came to cheer us on for the day and to 

Mr Thomas and Mr Bardot for looking after us all. 

The HLC games has always been one of my favourite sports events. This will be 

my last one as I am going to CCC next year but I would encourage everyone to 

have go next year. 

Thank you for reading. 

Alex Cregan – School Ambassador 

Clem was awarded a medal for ‘Spirit of the Game’; congratulations and well 

done to him. 

 

Sports Morning 

The children enjoyed their games on Wednesday morning finishing off the 

postponed session due to the weather on sports day. Drake scored 80 points 

and Raleigh 50. Congratulations and well done Drake who were the overall 

winners and will be rewarded with a non-uniform day next Friday, 12
th

 July. 

Overall totals will be announced and the cup presented as soon as it has either 

been found or replaced! 

 

 

Lorna Legg 

 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…’ 
 

 

 


