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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell,  

 

Welcome back to the last half term of the academic year. I hope you have had 

a restful half term holiday. We anticipate lots of Summer events and activities 

and have much to be thankful for.  

 

I wonder if you have noticed our newly planted wellies? Thanks again to 

Melanie and Peter of Offwell, who have filled them with colourful flowers, 

which should attract plenty of pollinating insects. In addition, we have a 

beautiful array of new plants which should take us through to Autumn with 

flowers for our bees. These were delivered by Otter Nurseries on Wednesday, 

who not only contributed many extra plants, but Mrs White and her staff were 

also exceptionally kind and helpful: thank you! We will be gradually planting 

these in the pots and beds around the school grounds and look forward to 

showing off the results to the Axe Vale Wildlife trust in the near future, who so 

kindly gave us the initial grant to encourage and feed our sadly declining 

pollinators.  

 

Thank you so much to all the parents and governors who attended the 

Curriculum Parent Meeting on June 6th at 6pm. We enjoyed the refreshments 

(from our Chair of Governors – more on him later!), so much that we slightly 

ran over, however, it was a genuine pleasure to be able to share our work on 

the curriculum with those who attended. Our draft Curriculum Statement was 

discussed and is available to anyone who would like to offer comments, before 

going on our website in September. I look forward to revisiting some of the 

interesting ideas we shared, including the benefits of being a small village 

school, with a strong ethos of care and a clear sense of protecting our local 

and global environment. There were also several excellent suggestions for 

developing our curriculum, and many subjects were discussed, such as the 

importance of the arts, languages, science and technology. If you were unable 

to attend, I would very much like to hear your comments and suggestions, 

both in terms of what you value about our school, as well as what you would 

like to see more, or less of. Please feel free to contact me, via telephone, 

email, or simply stop for a chat on the playground, when you have time.  

 

There will be a letter going home today with those participating in the Y3 and 

4 Youth Speak event, which is on Friday 14th June 1-3pm. I wanted to say how 

hard it was to choose only six from the fifteen wonderful children who elected 

to take part. In fact, almost the whole class had expressed an interest, which is 

a testament to the growing confidence of our children. Their skills of 

presentation are already good, but I know they will be even better next year.  

 

Finally, my sincere thanks to Dr Phillip Ambler, our Chair of Governors, who 

will be stepping down from his role as our Chair of Governors. He will be sorely 

missed, as someone of exceptional kindness, intelligence and generosity, who 

has been a pleasure to work with. He has always offered sound advice and 

support, which I will miss greatly, along with his gentle sense of humour. I 

hope that he will not vanish entirely from our school events, although I know 

that his work to secure the health of a great many overseas must now take 

precedence. We wish him very well and hope that he will keep in touch.  

There are many more events planned over the next weeks, and we will share 

more details as they arise.  

 

 

Friday, 7
th

 June  2019 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Tilly   Yr 1 –  Monty 

Yr 2 – Ava Yr 3/Yr 4  – all Beech  

Yr 5 – Lilly-Grace 

Yr 6 - Rubie 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Gardening 

Club, Dartmoor 3 Ball – Year 2 

Tuesday: WASP, Mindfulness 

Wednesday: WASP, Chess Club 

Thursday: WASP, Class photos 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Youth Speaks – Yr 3/4, 

Ash welly walk, Textiles Club 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  11 Raleigh: 14 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week:  

Introduction to the ‘beattitudes’! 

 

 

Lions’ Club 

Thanks are also due to Steve 

Guilbert and The Lions' Club, who 

have generously donated several 

books about plastic pollution and 

how we can protect and preserve 

our oceans. These beautiful 

books will be shared with as 

many as possible. 
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Setting up and using our pretend pizza oven 

Willow: Learning about the differences between old and new trains. 

Beech: Acting out Youth Speaks at the front of the class. 

Oak: Learning about the journey of blood cells throughout the body and using 

technical writing.  

 

Message from Dr Phillip Ambler 

It is 5 years since I was invited to join the Governing Board of Offwell School, 

during which time it has been my pleasure and a great privilege to serve as 

Chair. With a full Board of skilled and dedicated Governor we have achieved a 

lot. Most notably we have been judged a Good School by both Ofsted and 

SIAMS, and a year ago were delighted to appoint Mrs Legg as Headteacher 

following Mrs Billington's move to her new school. Mrs Legg has a clear and 

deliverable vision for developing further the education of children at Offwell as 

we saw at last night’s curriculum evening, and we as Governors continue to 

support her in that. 

The time has come at this end of this term for me to step down as a Governor, 

confident in the knowledge that the school is in very good hands and set to get 

even better. I shall be truly sorry to say goodbye, but I have other roles, 

particularly my voluntary medical work abroad, that need more attention than 

I can currently give on top of being a Governor.  

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone; staff, fellow Governors,and not 

least all of you, the parents, who have supported me in my role and I wish you 

all well. Do please think seriously about offering your services as a Governor; if 

anyone would like to know more about what is involved, please tell Mrs 

Davey and I would be happy to talk it through with you. 

Dr Phillip Ambler, Chair of Governors 

 
Sponsored Walk 

Everyone who went on the walk had a thoroughly 

enjoyable time; thank you to those parents and 

carers who accompanied us. Many thanks to 

everyone who has sent in money; if there is any 

still to come in, please send this as soon as 

possible. 

 

Sports Club – Monday, 17
th

 June 

The children in Oak Class are going on their residential trip to Beam House on 

17
th

 June and Mr Bardot is accompanying them. Therefore, there will be no 

Sports Club on that day.  

 

Group Photos 

Class photos are due to be taken next Thursday afternoon so please ensure 

your child has the correct uniform on that day. Emily Miller will teach her 

music lessons on Tuesday next week in order to avoid the photos. 

Best wishes for the weekend: it never rains, but it pours! 

‘Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you..’ 

Lorna Legg 

 

Thelma Hulbert Gallery 

Papermaking workshop – 

Saturday 8 June 2019, 11am to 

3pm  

Join our papermaking 

workshop with artisan 

papermaker Clare Colby. Mould 

your own paper sheets from 

recycled material for use in 

many craft applications. Make 

and decorate a folder to 

transport your paper sheets 

home in! 

Family workshop, suitable for 

ages 6 and up. £8 per 

participant. Booking essential, 

places limited to 8 -

 info@thelmahulbert.com / 

01404 45006 

 

 
Wine Tasting 

Friday 28th June 2019 from 7.00 

p.m. in The Village Hall, Offwell  

Dégustation - sampling a 

selection of wine  

Form a team or come on your 

own  

Taste ? Price ? Country of origin ?  

A prize will be awarded for the 

most points scored  

A Ploughman’s Supper will be 

served  

£10 per head  

Proceeds to St Mary’s Church  

For more information or to 

reserve your tickets call  

01404 831450 or 01404 831055  

 


