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 Dear Friends and Families  

While this has been a relatively short week, after what, I hope, was a lovely 

long weekend for you all, it has been a very busy one, as you will see from our 

highlights. Over the weekend, the Village Hall was the base for Offwell’s first 

Ultramarathon, which was very well attended with the PTFA providing bacon 

butties, massages and moral support for those in need raising £183 for our 

school. The organisers were very appreciative of the fantastic surroundings 

and might make it a regular event. Later in the week, some of our older 

children had a wonderful experience at the Honiton Golf Club, where they 

received expert tuition, using actual golf clubs, on the practice greens. Some 

have been inspired to take up the sport further, so we look forward to a few 

future golf pros.  

I am sure, as parents, you will be aware that children in Year 2 and Year 6 

might appreciate a little extra TLC over the week ahead. Hopefully you will 

have seen the links to Parental information about the Key Stage 1 and 2 tests 

from the DFE in my previous newsletter, but just in case, here is the link again 

and I am sending out the leaflet to all parents in Year 2 and 6. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-and-2-national-

curriculum-tests-information-for-parents   

Most children in Year 2 will already have had some of their tests and should 

find this a relatively normal experience. They will continue to have further 

tests over the next week or so, as their tests are more flexible and are simply 

used to inform the teacher’s judgement. In Key Stage 2, again, the children 

have been well prepared and should feel ready to show off their knowledge 

and skills. The KS2 test timetable is very clearly set out in the leaflet. KS2 tests 

will be held everywhere next week, from Monday to Thursday, between 9am 

and 12 in most cases. We have been so pleased with the progress the children 

have made since September, and are very proud of how much they have 

achieved, regardless of their performance on the day. However, in order to 

give them the best start, it will be important for every child to feel well rested. 

So, I would suggest early bedtimes and maybe a favourite tea for next week – 

perhaps it wouldn’t do any of us any harm!  

Over this term, as mentioned last week, we will be reviewing our curriculum 

right across the school; thinking about the knowledge and skills we aim to pass 

on, and the methods of teaching we use, to ensure that we are providing our 

children with the best education possible for the years ahead. We also want 

Offwell’s unique attributes to stand out in our curriculum. I hope you will 

attend our Parent Meeting on Thursday 6th June at 6pm, so that we can share 

where we are so far with this important task, and use your ideas to help us on 

our exciting educational journey.  

We all look forward to the excitement of summer activities this term, including 

Oak’s residential, welly walks, gardening and many more, as you will see on 

our Dates for your Diary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 10
th

 May  2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Joseph Yr 1 –  Josh 

Yr 2 – Rory Yr 3 – Abigail 

Yr 4 – Lily-Ann Yr 5 – Lilly-Grace 

Yr 6 - Izzy 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, 

Punctuation & Grammar and 

Spelling KS2 SATs 

Tuesday: WASP, English Reading 

KS2 SATs, Tri-Golf Yr 3/4 

Wednesday: WASP, Arithmetic & 

Mathematical Reasoning KS2 

SATs 

Thursday: WASP, Mathematical 

Reasoning KS2 SATs 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Mini-Tennis Yr 3/4 

Sunday: CCT Running Challenge 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 53  Raleigh: 69 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship: Parables 

Theme for next week: The Sower 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

 

Why should we forgive other 

people when they have done 

something wrong? 
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Meeting the ducklings and goslings. 

Willow: Writing instructions for making sandwiches  and then actually making 

and eating them! 

Beech: Making leaflets about Celtic round houses.  

Oak: Evolution in Science and learning about how animals have adapted 

through time.  

 
PTFA Party Box 

Offwell PTFA are hoping to provide a Party Box, which would contain 30 

reusable cups, plates, food platters etc. for hire, at a fraction of the cost of 

buying. The aim is to make children's parties as pain free as possible and 

to reduce the waste that is so harmful to our environment. If you have any 

ideas on the contents, please contact Marina Hodder. 

 

Garden Club – Monday, May 20
th

 

Preparing the beds for the second half of the Summer term (weather 

permitting), so that we will be ready to fill our tubs and beds with all the 

pollinator-friendly plants I will be buying over half term.  

 

Parental/ Grandparental Support 

As highlighted last week, support is invaluable to the success of 

our children. We really appreciate support for reading across any 

age group and trips as required. We would also like to know of 

any experiences, knowledge or skills you may have that might be 

of value to our curriculum. Please get in touch with your child’s 

class teacher, or the Office, to ask what support might be helpful and 

to arrange a suitable time for an induction with the Headteacher, to 

cover basic safety considerations and enable you to ask any questions you 

may have.  

 

Diary Dates 

As promised, please see separate list for dates for the rest of this term.  

 

Oak Residential – 17
th

 to 19
th

 June 

There will be a meeting for parents of Oak Class on Wednesday, 22
nd

 May at 

6pm to talk about the residential trip to Beam House. A reminder that full 

payment is due before travelling and at least £30 + £50 should have been 

made. We have made a commitment financially to PGL when we originally 

booked places for the children and the closer we get to the trip, the more we 

have to pay from our school budget, even if the children don’t attend.  

 

Have a restful weekend.  

Lorna Legg  

 

CCT Running Challenge 

Congratulations to all the children 

who have been clocking up the 

mileage during ½ Marathon Club 

and also adding to it at home. 

They will have all completed at 

least 11 miles by next weekend. 

This has been leading up to the 

full ½ marathon distance of 13 

miles with the final 2 miles being 

run from AS Sports in Piazza 

Terracina, Exeter Quay at 9.30am 

on Sunday, 19
th

 May. The 

children have been given their 

Challenge T-shirt today and 

should wear this for the run. If 

your child is taking part and you 

need more information, please 

contact 

Mrs 

Davey. 

 

 

 


