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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

 

Easter can be a time for reflection and renewal. It gives us all the chance to 

stop and evaluate our lives. Over the two terms we have spent together, the 

children have learnt so much, and so have I! It has been extremely rewarding 

to see the children grow in ability and confidence. Many have made progress 

personally and socially (for example, learning to win or lose with grace when 

playing board games in Breakfast Club); many have represented our school at 

extra-curricular events (such as Youth Speak, or Tag Rugby) and still more can 

show real academic progress from their starting points in September. I am so 

pleased for each child, teacher and family, and we can all feel proud of the 

progress made so far this year. 

Coming into focus, at this point in the year, are the tests in each Key Stage, 

which take place a few weeks after Easter. Any parents and carers in Year 2 

and Year 6, who would like to find out more about the assessments, are 

welcome to contact me with any questions, and I would be happy to hold an 

information session next term, if parents are interested – please let me know. 

In Key Stage 1, the assessments are more fluid, as appropriate for their age, so 

the children should notice very little difference to their day. In Y6, while the 

tests are more formal, they are relatively brief (held during the week of the 

13
th

 of May) and there will be plenty of recreational activities to look forward 

to, such as our residential in June. 

Huge thanks to all our families for your ongoing support. In particular, our Year 

6 parents and carers, who have reminded and encouraged their children to 

attend Booster Club (and brought in their files when they forgot!). I have been 

very impressed by the attendance and attitude at Booster sessions and it is 

clear that the additional support has made a real difference. There is an 

information sheet that accompanies your Y6 child’s homework this week, 

giving their most recent test results, so that you are able to help your child 

maintain their positive attitude to learning over the next few weeks.  

As is clear from our vision and values, we understand learning as a life-long 

process that involves the whole child – their emotional, social, mental and 

physical health - and the whole family. Research shows us that family support 

for learning is the single most important factor in educational success: more 

influential than any other social or financial factors. This obviously means that, 

from the very start, reading stories to and with your children is essential (as 

you will know from our Story and Rhyme sessions), as well as supporting and 

encouraging a positive attitude to school and enjoyment of learning across all 

areas of the curriculum.  

It also means that any time spent with you is valuable – playing games, arguing 

over who won, cooking and eating together, sharing a film - because children, 

like all of us, learn from those they love, what to value and how to behave. So, 

whatever your plans for Easter, I hope you are able to enjoy some precious 

family time together.  

Disco 

Thank you to everyone who made the disco such an enjoyable and successful 

event last Friday. Of course, a special thank you must go to Vikki and Iain 

Sparks for running the disco. This meant we raised a further £80 to our Urafiki 

fundraising. 

Friday, 5
th

 April 2019 

 

Week beginning 22
nd

 April: 

Monday: Bank Holiday 

Tuesday: Non-pupil Day  

Wednesday: WASP, Yr 6 Booster 

Thursday: WASP,  

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Raleigh Non-uniform 

Day 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  87  Raleigh: 81 

Well done Drake! 

This makes Raleigh the ½ termly 

winners again: 

Raleigh: 445   Drake: 424 

Raleigh members will be 

rewarded with a non-uniform day 

on Friday, 26
th

 April. 

 

Collective Worship 

Thank you to the Ethos Group 

who led Collective Worship on 

the last day of term telling the 

story of The Garden, The Curtain 

and The Cross.  

 

Honiton Hippo Calf 

Honiton Running Club is holding 

its Hippo and Calf races on 

Sunday, 14
th

 April. 

The races start at 10.30am with 

the base at Honiton Primary 

School. The Hippo Calf is a 3K 

Multi-terrain Junior race with a 

cup awarded to best Primary 

School Team. (Min age 9 years) 

Entries will be taken on the day 

for either event.  
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 Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: We loved our Easter Egg Hunt and meeting 

our younger friends who will be joining us 

sometime and also we loved seeing and 

stroking Ollie’s new-born chicks. 

Willow: Finishing off our finger knitted Easter 

bunnies just in time for Easter. 

Beech: Writing stories and sharing them with 

Ash Class.  

Oak: The new tables with trays underneath 

which match our new chairs in our classroom. 

 

Tag Rugby Tournament  

On Thursday 4
th

 April, the Offwell tag rugby 

team travelled to Honiton primary School to 

play in the final of three sessions. Players on 

this occasion were Alana, Lily Grace, Isobel, Ella, 

Eiran, Jake, Jack, Lucas and myself. 

The other players who have attended before but who were unable to attend 

this final session were Reuben, Izzy and Elli. We all 

played a part over the three sessions to finally bring 

home some SILVERWARE!!!! Offwell won the overall 

tournament! It was brilliant! 

We played five games and we won four and lost one. 

We beat Awliscombe 7-2, Honiton Red 4-2, Honiton 

Yellow 5-1 and Honiton 3  6-0. We narrowly 

missed out to Littletown with a score of 3-2 to 

them. 

Everybody played really well and some great 

tries were scored.  

Thank you to the parents for supporting us so 

loudly and to Mr Bardot for being our coach. 

Thank you for reading this piece of writing  

Your school ambassador 

Alex Cregan  

 

 

A reminder that the children return to school after Easter on Wednesday, 24
th

 

April. There will be the usual WASP session and Early Morning Provision from 

8am. Sports Club will begin on Monday, 29
th

 April.  

 

On behalf of all the staff and governors at the school, may I wish you all a 

wonderful and restful Easter break! 

 

 

“Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may 

all go well with you…” Lorna Legg  

 

 

 

 

 

Trophies and Awards 

Thank you to everyone who 

attended the final service. Termly 

awards and trophies were given 

as follows: 

Termly House Point (winners and 

runners up): 

Ash:  Tilly, Cohen, Oliver and 

Thomas           Willow: Genevieve, 

Polly, Elizabeth and Rory 

Beech:    Jessica, Freya E and 

Clem      Oak: Isabel, Elana, 

Aubrey and Jake 

 

Caring Cup Winner: 

Chloe in Beech Class was the 

winner with nominations from 

the other classes  for Harmonie in 

Ash, Elizabeth in Willow and 

Rubie in Oak. Chloe was given the 

award for  being considerate of 

other people’s feelings and 

consistently showing our core 

values. 

 

Tributes to Trees 

Perhaps a walk to find your 

favourite tree in Offwell Woods, if 

the weather allows? The Forestry 

Commission, with whom we have a 

growing link, via Offwell Woods, is 

celebrating its centenary year with 

Tributes to Trees. Next term, as 

part of developing our curriculum, 

we will be developing our Outdoor 

Classroom and our Welly Walks, 

which will include Tributes to 

Trees, but you might like to take a 

look at some of the many ways 

people are responding to trees 

across the nation, and have ago 

yourselves: 

https://www.forestryengland.uk/tr

ibutes 

An extract from Carol Ann Duffy’s 

Tribute to Trees: 

…’Ah, you thought love human 

till you lost yourself in the forest, 

but it is more strange. 

These grave and patient saints 

who pray and pray 

and suffer your little embrace.’ 

  


