
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Dear Friends and Families, 

Traditionally, Christians would fast in the seven weeks of Lent, leading up to Easter 

(having eaten as much as they could on Shrove Tuesday!), in sympathy with the 40 

days and nights Jesus spent alone in the desert, preparing for even greater 

sacrifice ahead. This gradually evolved into the idea that we should give something 

up: food that we love too much; or take the opportunity to break a bad habit. We 

all know we should try to be healthier and more self-disciplined and Lent is a good 

opportunity (See the Healthy Weight Declaration survey!)  

However, I loved a little book I found in St. Mary’s Church today: “Love Life, Live 

Lent – Be the Change!” Inside, it quotes Mahatma Gandhi, who inspired so many, 

when he said “Be the change you want to see in the world.” The book sets out a 

challenge to make a small, positive change to the way we live every day. In Dr John 

Sentamu’s foreword, he suggests “…it is not just in big campaigns and grand 

gestures; it is in the small everyday things of life…” that we can shape our world. 

Today’s challenge is: “Do something today ‘just’ for fun!” In a world badly in need 

of it, we could all try sharing a little more joy.  

As mentioned, last week, several of the funny and touching tributes to Mums were 

published in The Paper for Honiton, on Thursday 28th. Due to space, they were 

unable to print them all, but the Editorial team have kindly returned the children’s 

work, so you should receive any message shortly. This week’s paper is sadly the 

last edition, although copies are still available (and we have one in the office).  

This week we welcomed Ms Berry, PGCE Student based at Exeter University. She 

will be working in Oak Class for the rest of term and most of next term.  

 

Healthy Weight Declaration survey  

Devon County Council has asked all schools to pass on the following information:  

The food choices we make can be influenced by where we live, work and play.  

DCC would like your thoughts on what would help you and your family to make 

healthier food choices by completing our survey: https://tinyurl.com/ybrdrgbz  

 

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Acting out the story of Palm Sunday. 

Willow: Practising our jumping and balancing with circuits in PE. 

Beech: Making and testing bridges from paper straws. 

Oak: Miss Berry teaching the The Big Write 

 

Tag Rugby 

On Monday, 8 children from Beech Class (Jessica, Megan, Chloe, Crystal, Lucas, 

Elliott, Rhyse and Faber) took part in a highly competitive Yr 3/4 Tag Rugby 

Tournament with 6 other schools. Offwell had some very close matches and came 

4
th

 overall. Outstanding performances went to Elliott and Crystal. Special thanks to 

Lucas’ dad and Megan’s mum for supporting the children with Mrs Hurst.  

 

 

Oak Class Residential Trip – 17
th

 to 19
th

 June 

A reminder that we need the second instalment of £50 towards this trip by the 

end of this term. All other payment must be received before the trip takes place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 29
th

 March 2019 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Oliver         Yr 1 –  Genevieve 

Yr 2 – William Yr 3 – Clem 

Yr 4 – Beth Yr 5 – Lilly-Grace 

Yr 6 - Elana 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, School 

Council 

Tuesday: WASP, Mindfulness,  

Wednesday: WASP, Yr 6 Booster, ½ 

Marathon Club, Easter Egg Hunt 

Thursday: WASP, Yr 5/6 Tag Rugby 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, KS2 Art Club, KS1 Games 

Club, Easter Community Afternoon 

Tea 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 42 Raleigh: 41 

Well done Drake! Very close! 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week: Easter 

 

Something to think about from this 

week:  

How can you serve others this 

week? 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

A reminder that Ash Class are 

holding their Easter Egg Hunt on 

Wednesday, 3
rd

 April at 2.30pm. 

Anyone with pre-school children 

are welcome to join in so please do 

tell your neighbours and friends.  
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 Easter Community Afternoon Tea  

A reminder of the tea next Friday, 5
th

 April starting at 3.15pm. A 

raffle will take place. All welcome! Also a reminder of the design 

and create an Easter Garden competition for £1.  

 

 

 

Holidays during term time 

We have had a number of children going on family holidays and missing school 

recently which we have been unable to authorise. As with all other schools, the 

Attendance Policy clearly states that this is not acceptable as this can have a 

negative impact on your child’s education. This was discussed at the Governing 

Board meeting yesterday and governors agreed that from next term, we will look 

at each case individually and we may need to refer the absence to the Local 

Authority who could take further action.  As set out in our policy, our aim is to 

grant time for reasonable and  

 

Free School Meals 

If any of the following apply to you, your children may be entitled to receive free 

school meals. Although all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to 

receive Infant Free School Meals, if you are eligible under the terms below and 

apply, this will bring in more money to the school which will be used for the 

benefit of the children especially for those whose parents are on low incomes.  

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no 

more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most 

recent assessment periods).Income Support (IS). 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit 

and have an annual gross income as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue 

and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190). 

• Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks 

after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit). 

If you think you may be eligible visit www.devon.gov.uk and search for ‘free school 

meals’, phone the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019 or click the link below: 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnU

rl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live  

 

School Nurse 

From next week we will have a new school nurse. Emily Meek was previously our 

school nurse back in 2012 and she has now come back to Honiton. She can be 

contacted on 0333 234 1903. Emily can advise on physical and mental health 

issues, your child may experience, such as bed-wetting or lack of sleep, and may 

be able to suggest further support if needed.  

Have a wonderful weekend and let’s enjoy the sun while we can!  

“Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…”  

Lorna Legg 

 

SAT 30
th

 MARCH. 

Doors open 6.15 pm 

Eyes down 7.30 pm sharp 

Lots of chocolate to be won, 

money and Easter Egg quickies. 

GOOD FUN AND A WARM 

WELCOME FOR EVERYONE. 

OFFWELL SPORTS AND SOCIAL 

CLUB 

Proceeds to the Sports and Social  

Club 

 

Mothering Sunday Service 

St Mary’s Church, Offwell 

Everyone is welcome to attend the 

Service on Sunday at 9.30am. 

Don’t forget the clocks go forward 

on Sunday morning! 

 

All Stars Cricket 

Sophie Whitlock, a representative 

from All Stars Cricket, spoke to the 

children in Willow Class and the 

Year 3 children. Sophie works for 

the Devon Cricket Board and they 

are currently supporting cricket 

clubs with setting up their All Stars 

Cricket programmes. All Stars 

Cricket is aimed at 5-8 year olds 

and is a fun, inclusive start to 

cricket. The children were given 

information on how to get 

involved.  


