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 Dear Friends and Families, 

There has been so much in the news since last Friday and it is sometimes 

difficult to know how to respond to these issues when our children ask us 

about them. However, when news items cause children to ask questions, it is 

surely part of their education to enable them to discuss important subjects 

with us, even when we do not have all the answers.  

The events in Christchurch, New Zealand, at the end of last week, affect us all, 

as we struggle to understand the loss those families must feel. It shows us 

what ignorance and hatred can do when they are unchallenged. Their Prime 

Minister showed great empathy and understanding when she led her 

community in embracing the survivors. Her leadership and the incredibly 

forgiving and compassionate responses of several families affected, have 

hopefully strengthened the bonds between us all.  

There have also been, this week, the accounts of widespread devastation and 

flooding following an enormous cyclone across Malawi, Mozambique and 

Zimbabwe. The area of flooding covers 3,000 sq km (3000,000000 sq km!) - 

more than the area of the UK. This is almost too much to understand, and our 

thoughts are with those struggling to come to terms with the shock and 

rebuild their lives. In case you feel moved to donate, here is the link: 

https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/cyclone-idai-

appeal?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIt4mknfaV4QIVAp3tCh2HqwieEAAYASABEgJ-

4vD_BwE 

While these issues are huge, it is important to feel we can, united, work 

towards a better tomorrow. Many students, last Friday, protested to try to 

change things for the better, as part of the Fridays For Future movement. 

While our children are obviously not old enough to participate, we encourage 

our children to be courageous advocates for positive change in our world, 

from small acts of kindness, to being avid recyclers, or raising funds for others. 

The movement’s founder, Greta Thunberg, was just 15 when she started this 

global movement to protect us all from Climate Change. The fact that she has 

Asperger’s syndrome makes her achievement more notable. It is our 

differences that define us, and may even be our salvation.  

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Going on a bear hunt in the woods during our welly walk! 

Willow: Writing our Peter Rabbit stories. 

Beech:  Reading and writing comics with Miss Lavis. 

Oak: Beginning our fencing lessons and learning lunges and thrusts. 

 

PTFA 

Everyone is welcome to come along to our ‘Community 

Afternoon Tea’ on Friday 5th April at 3.15. It’s a lovely way 

to end the spring term where we can all enjoy afternoon 

tea, a raffle and the judging of the ‘Easter Garden’ 

competition. See separate information.  

As always, any donations of cake and raffle prizes will be very much 

appreciated! Please give them both to Marina at drop off on Friday 5th. Thank 

you.  

 

Friday, 22
nd

 March 2019 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Ayla   Yr 1 –  Elizabeth 

Yr 2 – Beth Yr 3 – Lucas 

Yr 4 – Jessica Yr 5 – Mirabelle 

Yr 6 - Chloe 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Tag Rugby 

(Yr 3/4) 

Tuesday: WASP, Mindfulness,  

Wednesday: WASP, Yr 6 Booster 

Thursday: WASP,  

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, KS2 Art Club, KS1 

Games Club, PTFA Disco 

Sunday: Mothering Sunday 

Service – 9.30am – St Mary’s 

Church, Offwell 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 94  Raleigh: 98 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship: Courage 

Theme for next week: Lent 4 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

How did the two brothers in the 

story behave differently and who 

needed forgiveness? 
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 Wormery 

Thank you to the anonymous donor who has generously bought a wormery for 

the school. The E-team is helping to set it up and we hope that we will be able 

to recycle food and paper waste in order to produce a liquid fertiliser to feed 

our garden areas.  

 

Autism Training  

Staff attending training last week to help us adapt to the needs of all children, 

especially those who may have differences linked to the Autistic Spectrum. If 

this is of interest to parents, I would be happy to share approaches we found 

helpful (and vice versa). Please let me know if a parent workshop would be 

helpful and when. 

 

High 5s Finals 

Our High 5s team attended the East Devon finals at King’s School, Ottery St 

Mary yesterday and did really well getting to the quarter finals. 

Congratulations to Reuben, Alex, Jake, Elana, Rubie and Lilly-Grace and special 

thank you to Jake’s mum, Tara, for organising the team not only yesterday but 

at the lead up events in Honiton.  

 

Swimming Gala 

Finally, success for swimmers on Tuesday at Honiton Pool: Isabel, Ella, 

Mirabelle, Alana, Harry, Jake, Jack, Aubrey, Tom, Faber, Crystal, Chloe and 

myself over our biggest rivals, Upottery! Overall we came 4
th

 out of 7 schools. 

Biggest congratulations go to Aubrey and Mirabelle for coming first in their 

races. Of 22 races, we competed in heats, either: ball or float relays, stroke 

relays and individual freestyle races. The Year 6 girls team: Isabel, Ella, myself 

and Chloe came 1
st

 in our stroke relay. Thank you to Tom,Faber and Crystal for 

stepping up to the challenge and competing for us as Year 5/6 children but 

from Year 3/4 (our future winning stars – for galas to come!) Well done to 

everyone and thank you to Mrs Hodder for helping Mrs Hurst. We were all 

amazing! 

Elana Pavey, School Ambassador 

 

 

Miss Lavis 

We said goodbye to Miss Lavis, our PGCE student, who has been working in 

Beech Class and we wish her well for the future. Oak Class is being joined by 

Ms Berry next week who will be with us for the rest of term and most of the 

summer.  

 

Disco 

A reminder of the disco next Friday, 29
th

 March from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at a 

cost of £2 per child. Please see the separate letter being sent home in paper 

form and electronically as we need to know who will be collecting your child 

and if they are in Ash/Willow Classes which adult will be responsible for them 

during the evening.  

 

 

“Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…”  

Lorna Legg  

 

 

 

 

 

Paper for Honiton 

Paper for Honiton. Mums, be 

prepared for Thursday 28th when 

your child’s contribution might be 

printed, just in time for Mothers’ 

Day.  

 

 
Half Marathon 

Our Half Marathoners are 

running really well have all 

received their 5 mile certificates. 

We have been given the date for 

the event in Exeter where the 

children join other schools taking 

part and complete the final 2 

miles. This is planned for Sunday, 

19
th

 May and when we know 

more details we will pass these 

on.  Next week’s club will be on 

Wednesday as several of the 

children are out in Beech on 

Monday. 

 

 

 
 


