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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

 

I hope that you have had a lovely half term. We are all enjoying the current 

weather, and brighter mornings and evenings, which have, I hope, made coming 

back to school much easier for everyone. 

 

Before half term, we had our SIAMS inspection, which has now been published. 

We are very pleased to be able to share that the outcome is Good, which is a 

major achievement, as this is against new and more challenging criteria. As my 

first inspection as Head, I am so pleased that the hard work of all our staff, 

children and families has been recognised, and that we can now concentrate on 

making our vision a reality. 

 

This term, we aim to learn as well as we possibly can, as we approach the end of 

Key Stage tests in May. Please continue helping your child to become a confident 

reader and to enjoy reading, by reading with them as often as you can (no matter 

how old, every child appreciates a bedtime story!). They will also become much 

more confident mathematicians, if they know the relevant number facts by heart, 

so simply chanting and checking recall of number bonds (e.g: to make 5, 10, 50, 

100 etc), or multiplication facts - just a little every day - can be surprisingly 

effective. 

 

The internet can be an invaluable tool in learning and it is an amazing resource, 

but it is relatively unmonitored, so we all need to teach ourselves and our children 

to use the internet safely, as there are clearly issues when we do not know what 

they are doing, or who they are talking to, as in real life. There has been 

information passed on to all schools regarding Internet Safety this week, which I 

think is helpful to share with you, following lots of social media activity around 

certain games, or apps:  

 

‘Evidence shows that naming specific online content or games can increase the risk 

of creating media coverage and social media sharing, which can inadvertently 

promote the content to young audiences. The Samaritans encourage parents and 

adults who work with young people to talk to them about their online activity. Let 

them share what they’re playing or looking at, rather than asking them if they are 

playing a specific game, as this may draw their attention to it.’ 

  

The UK Safer Internet Centre encourages open and honest conversations with 

young people about the kind of content they could encounter online, and to 

ensure children know what to do and who to turn to if they do come across 

something that makes them feel worried or upset. Their website contains really 

useful tips, advice and resources for professionals and parents to help children and 

young people have a safe and positive time online. 

  

There are some good sources of information and advice for schools and parents: 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 

https://parentinfo.org/ 

Parent Info is a free web service providing information to parents and carers. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ShareAware 

Advice from NSPCC on social networks, apps and games. 

  

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

A non-profit organisation working with others to help make the internet a great 

and safe place for children. 

 

 

 

 “Be healthy in body, strong in 

spirit and may all go well with 

you…”  

Friday, 1
st

 March  2019 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Ethan Yr 1 –  Toby 

Yr 2 – Robin Yr 3 –  Faber 

Yr 4 – Lilly-May Yr 5 – Ella 

Yr 6 - Eiran 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club,  

Tuesday: WASP, Beech Dartmouth 

trip, Yr 6 Booster 

Wednesday: WASP, High 5s finals, 

PTFA Meeting 

Thursday: WASP, Yr 6 Booster, 

World Book Day 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, KS2 Art Club, KS1 Games 

Club 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 56 Raleigh: 72 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship: Lent 

Theme for next week: Lent week 1 

 

Something to think about from this 

week: 

Why is it good to be you? 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

Thank you to everyone who 

attended parents’ evening. I hope 

you found the meetings 

worthwhile and informative. If you 

have not yet had a meeting, please 

get in touch with your child’s 

teacher to arrange a catch up one.  
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 Fairer Funding 

You may have heard some news coverage of fairer funding for Devon children. In 

Gateshead, one Headteacher has gathered local headteachers together and 

decided to do something about the funding crisis that all schools are facing. They 

have started a national petition that will be debated in Parliament on 4th March. 

The petition has already reached 100,000, and it would be amazing to have 

nationwide support and an overwhelming response from our county too, which 

the government cannot ignore. Please read his message, below, which I fully 

support, and sign the petition if you are in favour, by following the link: 

 

‘Over the last few years, the Government has put more and more pressure on 

schools. We’ve had more children than ever before. And with cuts to social care 

and local services, schools are under even more pressure to provide support for 

children and families who need it. 

I believe schools should be funded adequately and fairly. It’s not a lot to ask. 

Parliament will debate this petition on 4th March and it’s crucial MPs know how 

important it is. 

Sign the petition to make sure they really know what’s happening in our schools. 

I believe our children deserve the best possible education to enable them to be 

healthy, successful and happy in the future. Our schools need sufficient resource to 

provide that provision now. I stand by that and I’d be surprised if any of you 

disagree. 

As headteachers, we asked our community to help us tell the Government these 

cuts can’t go on. We’ve had so much support in Gateshead. 

Now we’re asking you to help too. 

Thank you for standing with schools, 

Andy Ramanandi, Headteacher, St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School’ 

 

Please copy and paste this address into your browser, if the live links above do not 

work: 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/232220?link_id=2&can_id=3a3cb1b6133

8099fae97b3fd54621b46&source=email-our-schools-are-at-crisis-point-can-you-

help&email_referrer=email_501009___subject_645748&email_subject=our-

schools-are-at-crisis-point 

 

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Joining in the story ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’. 

Willow: Mapping the location of the continents to begin our geography topic on 

continents and oceans.  

Beech: Going on our welly walk and making dens in the woods. 

Oak: Learning about human geography with a trading game.  

 

Breakfast Club and WASP  

This provision has grown in popularity and we are looking to add to our range of 

games and activities. Anyone struggling to store some random Lego, Duplo, or 

similar construction toys, or with a pile of puzzles that you’ve already completed 

(please, with all the pieces!), we would be very grateful. The children particularly 

requested these items and for obvious reasons, we cannot take electrical or faulty 

items.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offwell Fish and Chips 

Fish and chips start again this 

Saturday March 2
nd

, frying in the 

car park from 6.00 – 7. 30pm.  Eat 

in or out, bar open, good night for 

all the family.  Proceeds of Fish and 

Chips to the Children’s New Play 

Park. 

 

Seaton Tennis Club  

Courses have been set up. They are 

6 weeks long with one lesson a 

week. 

£25 + £4.99 postage & packing 

6 Lessons, racket and ball set and a 

personalised T-shirt. 

 Time Age Start 

date 

Wednesday 4-5pm 4-7 13th 

March 

Wednesday 5-6pm 8-11 13th 

March 

Friday 4-5pm 4-7 15th 

March 

Saturday 9-

10am 

4-7 16th 

March 

http://tennisforkids.uk/seatoncrick

etlawntennisclub 

If you want to contact the coach:  

Jen_rose@outlook.com 

07812189529 
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 Sports: 

 

Futsal 

On the 24th of February Eiran, Harry, Jake, Jack, Alana, Ella, Elli, Layla, Lilly-Grace 

and myself went to a Futsal competition at Honiton Leisure Centre. At the 

competition we played seven games and we won two lost three and drew two. We 

played against Littletown A, Littletown B, Upottery, Awliscombe, Farway, 

Broadhembury and Honiton. Over the whole tournament we scored eight goals. 

We did some great defending and we all played well. Overall it was a great 

afternoon.  

Thank you everybody for reading my piece of writing 

Alex Cregan, School Ambassador  

 

Tag Rugby 

Last night, the Year 5/6 team took part in the second tournament of the series of 3 

against other local schools and were last night’s overall winners! The next and last 

session will be on Thursday, 21
st

 March. If we are positioned in the first 2 schools 

for the series, we will move forward to the East Devon finals. Congratulations to 

the team so far; keep it up! 

 

Quick Sticks 

A team of Year 5/6 children took part in a Quick Sticks tournament at King’s 

School, Ottery St Mary on Tuesday. They have taken part in several sessions within 

the Local Learning Community and this was the next step. The children played very 

well against very stiff competition. Well done to Eiran, Jake, Harry, Alex, Reuben, 

Alana, Isabel, Elana, Mirabelle and Elli. 

 

High 5s Netball 

Following a series of matches held earlier this academic year, our Year 5/6 High 5s 

netball team have qualified for the finals which will be played at King’s School next 

week. Congratulations and good luck to them all! 

 

Next week’s Year 6 Booster Classes 

There will be no Booster Classes next Wednesday but children who will be taking 

part in the High 5s finals will have their Booster Classes next TUESDAY. The 

remaining children will have their classes on THURSDAY. 

 

World Book Day 

It is World Book Day next Thursday, 7
th

 March and the children are invited to wear 

a hat relating to a book. It will be non-uniform day. Parents are invited to join us at 

3pm for a story with the classes. We are holding a book sale at the end of the day 

with funds in aid of Urafiki so if you have any good quality books please send them 

in. Also, please remember to bring your money to school next Thursday! 

 

Red Nose Day – Friday, 15
th

 March 

The children are invited to wear something red for Comic Relief Red Nose Day this 

year with non-uniform for a suggested donation of £1 per child. School Council will 

be selling Red Noses from Wednesday, 6
th

 March at a cost of £1.25. Initially, we 

are restricting children to 2 noses each! 

 

 

Best wishes for a restful weekend, 

Lorna Legg 

 

 

 

 

PTFA Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, 6
th

 March at 7.30pm 

in school. Everyone is welcome to 

attend.  

 

 
 

 

 


