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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell,  

It is a time of hope and celebration, not only because we have reached half term 

having put in lots of hard work towards achieving our goals, but also because the 

birds have found their spring voices and the snowdrops and daffodils are 

blooming!  

In addition, following a bid that our E-Team entered: to create a pollinator friendly 

environment in our school grounds, I heard on Monday that we have been 

successful! I am so pleased that the efforts of our E-Team have been recognised 

again. We now need to make our plans a reality, so that we can fill our meadow 

and playgrounds with flowers that will encourage bees and other pollinators for as 

much of the year as possible. I am grateful for the offer of help with planting from 

parents and we would be very thankful for some help with weeding our existing 

beds (we will relocate some lucky weeds to a corner, as many insects love thistles 

and nettles, but children…not so much!) If you are interested and have a sturdy 

pair of gloves, please get in touch after half term.  

Being outdoors, especially on a sunny spring day, is such a pleasure that it can 

literally change how we see ourselves and the world and totally lift our mood. 

Even a wintry walk gets your circulation going and exercise has been proven to 

raise mental wellbeing, so I was saddened to read that: “Children today spend less 

time outdoors than the average prisoner”! If you would like further information 

about this fact and others, see: https://habyts.com/kids-and-screen-time-five-

facts/  It’s really interesting.  

Over half term, I wonder if you would spare a moment to consider the Digital 

Parenting booklet, or look at the site above, and consider a few issues with your 

children. The Government Chief Medical Officer’s statement that screens and all 

devices should be set aside at meal and bedtimes would be a good starting point. 

Maybe you could work out how many hours each member of the family spends 

face to face with a screen, as opposed to communicating face to face with any 

other family members (don’t worry, I won’t ask!). With 1 in 8 children having a 

mental health issue, according to NHS statistics, it is something we need to 

consider. See: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/mental-health-

children-nhs-england-depression-anxiety-report-young-people-a8646211.html  
Please enjoy any time you are able to spend together and consider this half term 

an opportunity (even a challenge!) to spend at least as many hours without access 

to a screen as you would normally spend with one, and see if you notice a 

difference in yourself and the world around you – possibly even notice the birds 

and the daffodils - and, like me and our E-Team, delight in the wonder of our 

natural world.  

“Be healthy in body and strong in spirit and may all go well with you…”  

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Ordering the animals in the race for the 

Chinese new year. 

Willow: Year 1 – Starting our finger knitting 

with Mrs Sancey and Mrs Payne. 

Beech: Learning all about snakes and reptiles in 

English lessons.  

Oak: Finishing our Viking boats! 

 

Friday, 15
th

 February 2019 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Taylor Yr 1 –  Monty 

Yr 2 – Daisie Yr 3 – Elliott 

Yr 4 – Erin Yr 5 – Alana 

Yr 6 - Rubie 

 

Week after half term: 

Monday: Sports Club, Futsal 

(Yr5/6), ½ Marathon Club 

Tuesday: WASP, Mindfulness, 

Quicksticks (Yr 5/6), Parents’ 

Evening  

Wednesday: WASP, Yr 6 Booster, 

Parents’ Evening 

Thursday: WASP, Tag Rugby (Yr 

5/6) 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, KS2 Art Club, KS1 

Games Club, Raleigh Non-uniform 

Day 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  38  Raleigh: 47 

Well done Raleigh 

This also makes Raleigh the half 

termly winner and members of 

Raleigh will be rewarded with a 

non-uniform day on Friday, 1
st

 

March 

 

Collective Worship:  

Theme for next week:  

Good to be me! 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

Remember to share your fears 

with someone because it helps! 
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School Bell 

Many thanks to the Barrett family, who have kindly given our school a new 

bell! The Barrett bell is just a little more child-friendly, (having a handle helps) 

but don’t worry, the old bell has a special space in my office.  

Please give your Year 6 child (those of you lucky enough to have one) a bit of 

quiet time and space, so that they can relax over half term (maybe even 

outside!), and to allow them to take a look through their booster folders, 

which are at home over the half term, so that they can remind themselves of 

all the helpful hints and tips they have been learning.  

 

Offwell Woods on Countryfile  on Sunday, 17
th

 February – BBC 1 - 7pm 

Offwell Woods have recently been used by 

the Countryfile Team to film an upcoming 

piece about fuel poverty. Why not make a 

note of the date and see what has been going 

on in Our Village. For more information about 

what went on during the filming take a look at 

the website. Robin, whom we recently 

welcomed back into Willow Class, will 

hopefully be appearing and talking on camera 

to Margherita Taylor. Robin and the rest of the Tuppers are members of 

volunteering cooperative that helps land owners manage their woodlands by 

chopping down (for free) their trees. They recently set up a fuel bank where 

they give away logs to people in need (Robin's last television appearance was 

on BBS Spotlight to highlight this launch!) and it is this initiative that attracted 

Countryfile to film them. Robin and his brother Rowan regularly attend 

sessions in the woods where trees are chopped and processed (not by them) 

and they help by making kindling and stacking logs and maintaining the all-

important campfire so that the workers can have a hot cuppa (and 

occasionally some fresh campfire bread baked by them). 

 
Year 3/4 Primary School Swimming Gala 2019 

On Tuesday, Mrs Hurst took 10 children from Beech (Jessica, Megan, Sophie, 

Isla, Crystal, Chloe, Tom, Faber, Ben and Isaac) to take part in the exciting 

Honiton Learning Community Swimming Gala. The Offwell team competed at 

a very high level and were thrilled to come 3rd overall in the event.  

Special Congratulations to Faber who came 1st in the Yr 3 Individual front 

stroke event, and to Isla, Jessica and Crystal who came 2nd in their individual 

events. Well done to an exhausted Tom who willingly took part in 5 events!  

A huge thank you to Mrs Stevens and to Mrs Hodder for supporting the 

children, making sure they were all at the starting blocks when needed, and 

cheering them on!  

 

Have a wonderful half term break. Let us hope the weather stays sunny like it 

is today! We return to school on Monday, 25
th

 February. 

Lorna Legg 

 

 

 

Thelma Hulbert Gallery - family 

workshop this Half Term! 

‘Painting with Felt’ 

Come and find out how you can 

paint with felt with 

accomplished textile artist Gill 

Burbidge. Book onto one of 

four 45 minute sessions: 11am, 

12noon, 1pm, 2pm 

Each slot will offer the 

opportunity to create a felted 

picture using finest coloured 

Merino and local hand dyed 

fleece, embellishing with silk 

and cotton fibres and threads. 

The effect is almost as though 

you are painting with the 

textiles. 

Suitable for all ages and 

abilities. £4 per participant. 

Booking essential - call 01404 

45006 / 

info@thelmahulbert.com 

Thelma Hulbert Gallery (THG), 

Dowell Street, Honiton EX14 1LX 

www.thelmahulbert.com 

 

 
 


