
 

Friday, 1
st

 February 2019 

Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

Our Vision: Be Well; Learn Well; Live Well: Offwell! 

This week, we have faced some unusual, but not unseasonal weather. At first, snow fell when it 

wasn’t forecast, causing some initial concern, before vanishing; we stayed open. Then the snow 

threatened to fall, but actually didn’t, until after the school day. We cancelled after school club, just 

in case, but stayed open. Finally, the snow fell - quite substantially if you live in The Blackdowns, as 

we do – and with more snow forecast, as well as the risk of ice and disruption to roads near Offwell, 

I decided to close our school at 6am this morning. Hopefully you will have seen this from our texts, 

emails, website and Radio Devon information. 

I hope that my decision is one that you understand has not been taken lightly. Our children’s 

education is central to all we do, but we value everyone’s safety above all. I hope that this day offers 

the opportunity for you and your family to spend some valuable time together, if possible. I 

appreciate that making alternative arrangements can be complicated, but I do hope that the early 

notice means that you will be able to avoid any unnecessary travel. Whatever happens, please stay 

well wrapped up and only go out if you cannot avoid it (or if there is a chance of making a 

snowman): Be Well. 

However, what we are experiencing, although disruptive, is minor, relative to the weather extremes 

in other parts of the world. Record heat has scorched Australia (+50 degrees C), while a Polar vortex 

(-40 degrees C) has frozen mid-America, making it colder than Alaska, which in turn faces record 

warmth, melting the ice (leading to cancellation of an annual sledging competition). As a species, we 

are ingenious: forecasting is now incredibly accurate; the science of climate change has advanced, 

meaning that we know extremes of weather will be more frequent; and we are able to use 

technology to report and communicate with each other better than ever before.  

Yet we are confronted with our powerlessness in the face of natural forces: “The most intellectual 

creature to ever walk the Earth is destroying its only home” was said by Jane Goodall, quoted in an 

incredibly motivating speech by our Youth Speak Team, who performed brilliantly in the semi-finals 

on Wednesday. It strikes me that, as we caused this problem by lots of small acts adding up to 

something big, we must solve it in the same way. We are so often overwhelmed by daily pressures 

that there is little chance to Learn Well; to reflect and consider what small changes we can make, as 

individuals, to contribute to making a big change for the better. Perhaps today can give us pause. I 

will simply refer you to some final words from our Youth Speak Team: “This speech gives me hope 

and I hope it does you too, because that’s what we need right now: inspiration and optimism!”  

Next week, we look forward to our anticipated SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and 

Methodist Schools), on Wednesday 6
th  

February. It will be a whole day, where we can celebrate all 

that we value about our school. As far as possible, we will keep the day as normal as possible, 

even though we will have a visitor (you know what that’s like, but it’s always lovely how tidy the 

house is afterwards)! If you can, it would be so helpful if you have anything to share with our 

inspector, about our ethos, vision and values, or anything else you feel represents our school’s 

approach to your child’s development. I hope that this will be a chance to celebrate all that we do 

(you too!) in helping our children to Live Well. 



 

E-Safety Open Afternoon – Tuesday, 5
th

 February – 1.45pm - It is National Internet Safety Day next 

Tuesday and all our classes have been working on this important issue. You are invited to join us for 

our own E-Safety Afternoon from 1.45pm on that day and see some of the work we are doing. We 

would have sent home a Digital Parenting magazine today but keep an eye out for it next week. It is 

very useful being full of ideas and information. 

Booster Club (Year 6) - We continue to be impressed by the attendance at Booster Club and by the 

positive attitude and excellent work ethic of the children. This is thanks to your support, which will 

make all the difference to their achievement both now and in the future. Any parents who wish to 

attend, would be most welcome (just let us know, so we can get some more squash and biscuits). 

Thank you so much to our parents and children who purchased items from our after 

school Toy Sale at very generous prices. Old toys found a new home and we raised funds 

for a very good cause: (Oscar and Jasmine, who will attend school in Yala, Kenya, via our 

charity, Urafiki). 

High 5’s netball and Quick sticks hockey report by Alex Cregan   

On 24th of January 2019 Reuben, Eiran, Jake, Rubie, Elli and myself went to a High 5s netball 

competition. It was hosted at the Honiton Leisure Centre courts,  

We played four games and here are the results: The first game we played was against 

Awliscombe and we won 3-0 against them. Our second game was against Upottery, which we lost 2-1. 

Our third game was against Honiton B which we won 2-0. The fourth and final game was against Honiton 

A which we won 2-0.  

We all felt very proud and happy with ourselves because last time we did it, we didn’t score half the goals 

we did this time. I would like to thank all the parents for coming to support us, and an extra big thank you 

to Tara for being our coach on the day. And our last thank you to Miss Philips for teaching us extra skills in 

PE.  

Four days later on 28th of January Reuben, Harry, Jake, Elli, Alana, Mirabelle and myself went to a Quick 

Sticks Hockey competition once again at the Honiton Leisure Centre courts. At the courts we played six or 

seven games. It was hard to keep track! We won 2, drew 4 and lost 1. At the competition there were ten 

teams and we came 5th. We had a really good time and we are all looking forward to our next sporting 

event.  

Thank you everybody for reading my piece of writing.  

Your school ambassador Alex Cregan.  

Message from Tara - As always, the children were a pleasure to take to an external event. They 

represented the school impeccably, listening to the student umpires (and me!)  

Our team's progress from the last set of fixtures we attended was astonishing. Scoring this time in every 

game with a fabulous defensive record.  

Unfortunately, we were unable to make the last set of matches due to injury so I don't think there will be 

a chance of representing East Devon this year, but next year, who knows?!  

I believe in a full match (these tournament games are only 5 mins each way!) we would have a great 

chance of beating our netball nemesis, Upottery! 

Thank you to the children for being their "best" selves! 

Tara 

 

NB. Thank you Alex and Tara – the High 5s competition was a tournament made up of 4 different 

sessions on different weeks. Unfortunately, our team had to miss the 3
rd

 session due to injury but 

overall Offwell came 2
nd

 (only beaten by Upottery) – huge congratulations to them! 

 



 

Parking – we ask all parents and visitors not to park in front of school, as we cross the road 

regularly. Children cannot see or be seen if cars are parked by the wall either side of the school front 

gates. This has been an issue now on a number of occasions. When I have attached notes to 

windscreens, the cars have been moved, but we may need to ask our local PCSO to attend, if this 

were to continue. If you know of anyone in the village who is not aware of this issue, please pass this 

message on. 

I wish you all a warm and safe weekend. 

Lorna Legg  


