
 

 Offwell C of E Primary School                                                
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness. 

 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

This week there have been many exciting and varied examples of learning, right 

across the curriculum, which reflects the central aspect of our school vision, to 

‘Learn Well’, and which I thought I would share, as it is often difficult to get the 

details from your child, after a hard day. 

There are the tender signs of spring, noticed by Ash class, on a walk through the 

meadow: snowdrops, daffodils, birds singing…which are all too easy to ignore as 

an adult. To us, the seasons are an obvious part of life, but how did we come to 

learn about them? Pointing out these changes, over the year and relating them to 

months, weeks and days, helps young children to understand such complex 

concepts as time, nature and our world. 

Willow demonstrated just how well they could work, during a visit this week, 

when they were writing. Their concentration was complete and they were all so 

focused, it was almost silent! Their teacher simply held up a jar of small fuzzy 

balls, with which their efforts were rewarded. It goes to show how finding out 

what motivates a child is often the most effective way to achieving our goals. 

In Beech, as well as becoming expert gymnasts, the children have been planning 

and carrying out fair tests to see which magnets are strongest in Science, as well 

as learning to say ‘Hello, how are you?’ in French, which some of us will know is 

‘Bonjour, cava?’ (To which they can respond either: cava bien / comme-ci, 

comme-ca /cava mal, which you might also know, but if not, you can now practise 

together!). 

Oak class continue to apply themselves equally energetically to their daily physical 

activity, honing their Maths and Literacy skills and the building of long-ships of 

ever increasing size as part of their Viking topic – I’m awaiting the 1:1 version 

which now seems inevitable! Reading about these achievements from the past, it 

becomes clear that we are lucky to be a nation built on the resourcefulness of 

people from all over the world. It is also evident how vital reading is to all our 

learning, so please continue to read to and with your child, no matter how old 

they are. 

Another area to practise, across the school, is times tables knowledge, so that 

each fact can be recited (e.g: 7 x 6 = 42) as a complete fact, so that 7 x 6, (or 6 x 7) 

can be answered without hesitation. Working up from the 2 x tables to 12, as 

happens through the school, can seem like a mountainous task, all at once, but 

with a focus on one table at a time, reciting them little and often (possibly with 

some simple reward for progress), will give your child a real head start in Maths 

(and you might be amazed at how much you have remembered!).  

As always, we are incredibly grateful for your ongoing support and the many ways 

in which you support the children’s learning. We look forward to sharing the 

results of everyone’s hard work in our Parents’ Evenings, the week after half term, 

which is rapidly approaching. How time flies - a difficult concept to explain to Ash, 

I imagine! 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 25
th

 January 2019 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R –  Joseph Yr 1 –  Toby 

Yr 2 – Elliot Yr 3 – Lucas 

Yr 4 – Jessica Yr 5 – Jessica 

Yr 6 - Isabel 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Quicksticks  

Hockey (Yr 5/6), ½ Marathon Club  

Tuesday: WASP, Mindfulness, 

Youth Speak (Yr6) 

Wednesday: WASP, Yr 6 Booster 

Thursday: WASP 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, KS2 Art Club, KS1 

Games Club 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 41  Raleigh: 42 

Well done Raleigh and very close! 

 

Collective Worship: Courage 

Theme for next week: Facing a 

challenge 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

 

How did Esther and Daniel make 

the right choice? 
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Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Building mazes for our castles. 

Willow: Counting colours of cars and types of vehicles to make tally charts and 

pictograms.  

Beech: Taking part in the Learning Community Gym Festival which as always was 

enjoyed by all! 

Oak:  The Viking Big Write – writing stories about a spiritual journey for a Viking.  

 

 
 

 

 

Urafiki Toy Sale  

Thanks for all the kind contributions to our charity and help from parents in bringing 

in toys and taking part. It was lovely to see some beloved toys going on to a new, 

happy home. There will be another sale next week on Wednesday, 30
th

 January at 

3.15pm. There was a suggestion this could become a regular feature, which could 

provide an excellent way of recycling forgotten toys, as well as raising regular funds 

for Urafiki. We hope to have a book sale on World Book Day, Thursday, 7
th

 March, 

also raising money for Urafiki. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High 5s 

Some of the Year 5/6 children took part in a High 5s tournament organised by the 

Local Learning Community at Honiton Leisure Centre after school yesterday. Alex will 

give a full report next week but they did really well; playing 4 matches, winning 3 and 

losing only one. Well done to Reuben, Jake, Eiran, Alex, Rubie and Elli. Thank you to 

Tara, Jake’s mum, for being our team manager! 

 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend. 

Lorna Legg  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term Sports Club 

As Mr Bardot often does, he will 

be running a Sports Club Day 

during half term on Thursday, 21
st

 

February at Offwell Village Hall. 

Further details will be sent home 

next week.  

 

 

 

 

Thelma Hulbert Gallery 

Details of forthcoming family 

workshops: 

 

Saturday, 2
nd

 Feb 

11am to 12.30pm – Comic Book 

Drawing Workshop 

£8 per participant – ages 7 & over 

2pm to 3.30pm –drop in anytime 

– Big Messy Drawing! Donations. 

 

Wednesday, 20
th

 Feb 

45 minute sessions x 4 

Paint with Felt 

All ages -£4 per partipant 

 

For further information and to 

book call 01404 45006 

 

 

 

 

 


