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 Dear Friends and Families of Offwell, 

We are gradually settling back into the routine of our new term. While it may 

still seem cold and dark at start and end of the day, and it can be hard to get 

going sometimes, there are many signs of spring approaching, with hope for 

the year ahead. 

On the subject of environmental changes, you may be aware that an area of 

the trees in Offwell Woods is due to be logged this year. Our E-Team decided 

they wished to know more, since we feel very protective of ‘our’ woods, and 

composed a letter to The Forestry Commission. Last week the Commission 

responded enthusiastically and have since made the first of, we hope, many 

visits. Our local Forest Ranger (Rob), and Area Officer (Helen) informed us that 

we are unique across the South West, in having such a close link to our 

woodland. We can, therefore, play an even more active role in the future of 

Offwell Woods, through tree-planting and monitoring the wildlife that rely on 

this habitat.  

In order to protect our wider environment, we will be looking into reducing 

our use of plastic, aiming towards becoming a Plastic-Free school in the future. 

This follows information passed on to the E-Team from a parent with 

knowledge of this important issue, which was high-lighted in a speech by one 

of our Youth Speak Teams. Coincidentally, this team will be going on to 

represent our school at an area competition at the end of this month. It 

demonstrates how enthusiasm for a subject can inspire learning and go on to 

have even wider impact on how well we live. 

This term, as mentioned, we will have a focus on Online Safety. During our 

Internet Safety Open Afternoon on 5
th

 February at 1.45pm, we will explore 

resources that support children to stay safe online, because we use this 

resource every day and it can have such benefits.  

However, it is hard to appreciate just how exposed our children can be, when 

using some online games. None of us would allow our children to go into 

Exeter alone, given their age, yet some gaming chat-rooms mean that a child 

can interact with many times more people than they would encounter on any 

High Street. Many games have age limits for that reason, and some because 

the images or language are too graphic, with ‘jump-scares’ for example, which 

would give many adults nightmares. If your child plays online games, please 

check the age restrictions on the games your child plays, and ask them about 

the people they talk to online – you may be surprised by how much they talk, 

who to and what they say (especially if you can’t get a word out of them 

usually!). 

Our children are wonderful, aren’t they? They can be ardently writing letters 

and giving speeches one minute and totally mono-syllabic the next! Their 

ability to constantly surprise is what makes what we all do so rewarding. We 

value your support and partnership in educating all our children for a better 

tomorrow. 

 

 

 

Friday, 18
th

 January 2019 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R – Harmonie Yr 1 –  Elizabeth 

Yr 2 – Oliver Yr 3 – Clem 

Yr 4 – Jamie Yr 5 – Layla 

Yr 6 - Alex 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club, Beech Gym 

Festival 

Tuesday: WASP, Mindfulness, 

Urafiki Toy Sale 

Wednesday: WASP, Half 

Marathon Club, Yr 6 Booster 

Thursday: WASP, Yr 5/6 High 5s 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, KS2 Art Club, KS1 

Games Club 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  41 Raleigh: 38 

Well done Drake 

 

Collective Worship: Courage 

Theme for next week: Doing the 

right thing, not the easy thing! 

 

 

Something to think about from 

this week:  

Who or what helps you step out 

of your comfort zone? 

 

 

Pilates 

If anyone is interested in 

attending a Pilates class in Offwell 

Village Hall on Tuesday evenings 

from 7-8pm please let either 

Melissa Bryant or Sam Branch 

know. If there is enough interest, 

this will go ahead. 
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Hiighlight of the Week: 

Ash: Learning new songs about castles. 

Willow: Working out how to fix a broken umbrella! 

Beech: Acting out different sports and thinking about the forces involved. 

Oak: Viking Art Design. 

Half Marathon Club  

Next week’s Half Marathon Club will be on Wednesday instead of Monday as 

Beech children will be out over lunchtime.  

 

Urafiki Toy Sale 

Mr Thomas, with Beech Class, has organised a toy sale at 3.30pm on Tuesday, 

22
nd

 January. Please bring in any toys you no longer play with if they are in 

good condition. All money raised will go to our Urafiki sponsorship to enable 

Jasmine and Oscar to have an education. Depending on the weather, the sale 

will be on the playground or in Beech Class. Please bring your money! 

 

Tesco Uniform Ordering Service 

Tesco UES has now changed to My Clothing. 

You’ll find all your school uniforms on the My Clothing website and ordering  

is as simple as it was before. Nothing changes except the name. For more info 

or to order visit: www.myclothing.com  

 

 

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs Lorna Legg 

 

 

 

 

 


