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Dear Friends and Families, 

 

This newsletter is full of thanks, I realise! I am writing this following a moving 

gathering at our church this morning, where Mr John Tristram, one of our 

governors, read for us. I would like to thank him for marking the 100
th

 

Anniversary of the end of WW1 with us and it was also lovely to have so many 

parents and friends attending church with us on this special occasion. The 

display in the church is wonderful. 

In addition, I attended Mrs Hunt’s Letters & Sounds information evening last 

night, where she gave an extremely clear and helpful explanation of phonics. I 

am sure that those who attended would join me in thanking her for preparing 

and presenting an interactive session on phonemes, graphemes and how to 

help your child read and spell, while making it seem both easy and enjoyable!  

On Wednesday, we held a combined staff and Parents workshop on 

Understanding Behaviour, as mentioned last week. Many thanks to Clare 

Hollingsworth and John Maxwell-Batten for leading this for us. It was 

fascinating, as they have so much knowledge to share, and I know those who 

attended were able to take away some really valuable information about 

anxiety, behaviour and how we learn.  

Linked to this, later this month, there will be two opportunities for parents, 

carers and family to come into school to find out more about keeping healthy, 

both physically and mentally. This reflects the ‘Be Well’ or wellbeing part of 

our vision for Offwell, which we see as fundamental to learning and living well. 

On Thursday 22
nd

, we invite you to our Open Afternoon, from 1.30pm, which 

has a focus on Keeping Ourselves Mentally Healthy, then on Wednesday 28
th

 

November we will be holding a session, thanks to the Early Help 4 Mental 

Health team, called ‘Normal Magic’ for Parents (further details to follow, 

nearer the time). 

Thanks those of you who have already contributed to our Global Links display, 

which you will find in our entrance, opposite my office. It demonstrates the 

many connections between us and the rest of our world and that, while we 

are a village school, we are very outward looking. Staff and Governors are 

adding their own links: from Madagascar, to Myanmar, to Missouri, there are 

family and friends to be found. We hope to develop this into having a positive 

impact on families in Yala, Kenya, through sponsoring a boy and girl through 

Urafiki, the charity we have chosen to support. More on this in following 

newsletters. 

Finally, as we’re giving thanks, to those who do so much to make our school 

the happy and healthy place we love – from replacing broken paving slabs, to 

the Walking Bus, to cleaning our classrooms, or remembering the forgotten 

packed lunch – we are very grateful for all you do. 

 

Friday, 9
th

 November 2018 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R –  Oliver Yr 1 – Toby 

Yr 2 – Rory Yr 3 – Isla 

Yr 4 – Oliver  Yr 5 – Mirabelle 

Yr 6 - Harry 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club,   

Tuesday: WASP, Swimming, 

Photos 

Wednesday: WASP, Lego Boost 

Club 

Thursday: WASP, Running Club, 

Story & Rhyme 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Children in Need  

(Topsy Turvey) 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 128  Raleigh: 140 

Well done Raleigh 

 

Collective Worship: 

Core Values 

Theme for next week: 

Loyalty 

 

Something to think about from 

this week: 

What did the story of the 

Brownlee brothers teach you? 

 

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Learning the story of the 

Scarecrow’s Wedding.  

Willow/Beech/Oak:  The 

performance by Theatre Alibi of 

Table Mates was brilliant and 

thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 

This is a play by Daniel Jamieson 

with three cooks and three very 

different lives with each course 

telling a story.  
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Governor Spot 

We have sent you a copy of our School Improvement Plan with today's 

newsletter. Every school is required to prepare one, and it does help us to focus 

on those areas that we judge are a priority this term onwards. The staff and 

Governors are constantly monitoring the progress and achievements of our 

pupils, and we can quickly see any areas that would benefit from extra 

attention. That is true for each child, as well as each year group, and we look 

forward to working with you to deliver the best education we can. We'd be 

happy to tell you more about how we do that if you are able to join us for our 

Cheese and Wine evening on the 22nd November. 

Dr Phillip Ambler, Chair of Governors 

 

High 5s Match Report 

On 1
st

 November Eiran, Jake, myself, Mirabelle, 

Rubie, Elli and Elana went to Honiton Primary 

School to compete in a High 5 netball competition. 

We faced Upottery A and drew 0-0 against them. 

Then we faced Honiton Black and drew 0-0. Next 

was Upottery B and we lost 1-0. A game against 

Honiton Red followed with us drawing 0-0. The last game was against 

Awliscombe which we won 3-0! All of the goals were brilliant. Jake scored 

twice and Elli scored once. Everyone put in a fantastic performance and overall 

it was a great event. 

Alex, School Ambassador 

 

Carol Concert 

As you have been previously advised we have 

planned to hold our Carol Concert in church on 

Friday, 7
th

 December at 3.30pm to be followed at 

4.30pm with the village tree lighting and then 

everyone is invited back to St Mary’s Hall (Beech Class) for refreshments. 

We have also planned a service at 6.30pm in church on Wednesday, 19
th

 

December. We have now planned an extra service for the same day at 2.30pm 

as some parents have asked that we hold one during the school day.  

 

Nut Allergy  

A reminder that we have children in school with nut allergies. This is a serious 

allergy and we ask that you please do not send your child with nut products in 

packed lunches or as a snack. Thank you. 

 

Story and Rhyme 

A reminder that the next Story and Rhyme session in Ash Class is Thursday, 

15
th

 November at 2.45pm. Everyone with pre-school children is welcome to 

attend. Please pass this on to anyone you may think could be interested.  

 

Individual and Family Group Photos 

A reminder that individual and family group photos will be taken on Tuesday 

morning. All children will have an individual photo taken and a separate one 

with siblings unless you tell us differently. If you have younger siblings you 

would like to be included please bring them to school at 9.30am and they will 

have their photos taken first.  

 

Mrs Lorna Legg 

PTFA 

Meeting 

There will 

be a PTFA 

meeting in 

school at 

7.30pm on Monday, 12
th

 

November. All welcome. 

Also, a last reminder to return 

consent forms for calendar 

photos......  only children with 

written consent can be included 

in the photos. 

 

PGCE Student 

This week we welcomed our 

PGCE student Miss Lavis. She will 

be working in Beech for 2 weeks 

and then will return in the spring 

for a longer period. 

 

Friday, 16
th

 November  

Next Friday we will be raising 

money for Children in Need in a 

number of ways: 

 

 

• The PTFA will be holding 

a cake stall after school. 

Of course, cakes are 

welcome into school first 

thing in the morning and 

please remember to 

bring your money at the 

end of the day! 

• There will be a ‘guess the 

number of spots’ on a 

cake competition for 50p 

a guess. 

• Children are invited to 

dress in ‘Topsy Turvey’ 

clothes. This can be 

mismatched or inside out 

items or anything a little 

odd! 

 

 


