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 Dear Friends and Families, 

 

Welcome back to a very busy half term with the lead up to Christmas. A huge 

welcome to Cohen, Ava and Sophie and their family who joined us on Monday.  

 

Having spent last half term learning about Offwell and the families who make 

up the community around our school, I am delighted to share with you our 

School Vision, which staff, children and governors have been discussing. 

Having tried several variations, we hope that it is simple enough to be 

memorable, but sets out our aims for our whole school community, while 

being distinctively our own:   

Be well; Learn well; Live well: Offwell. 

Be well: we aim to develop our physical and mental wellbeing, so 

that we can flourish. 

Learn well: we aim to become life-long learners, who can adapt 

and thrive. 

Live well: we aim to make the world a better 

place for all, by how we live. 

Our Christian values remain the same, and 

guide us in all our aims. 

We would like to hear your views and hope that you will 

be able to come to some upcoming events, where staff, parents and governors 

can discuss our vision and talk about what matters most to all of us: our 

children: 

 

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Learning to do lunges in PE. 

Willow: Writing and performing songs 

about the weather. 

To the tune of ‘I Hear Thunder’: 

I hear hail, I hear hail. 

Listen don’t you? Listen don’t you? 

Clatter, clatter hailstones, clatter, clatter 

hailstones, 

I’m cold through, so are you. 

Beech: Making colour palettes out of leaves in RE. 

Oak: Watching mould grow as part of our mould experiment in science. 

 

Wednesday 7
th

 November: 5 – 6pm – Behaviour Session 

Come along to a free session aimed at sharing how good behaviour can be 

maintained and how to manage challenging behaviours when they occur. 

Friday, 2
nd

 November 2018 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

R –   Cohen Yr 1 – Charlotte 

Yr 2 – Ava Yr 3 – Abigail 

Yr 4 – Sophie R Yr 5 – Henry 

Yr 6 - Rubie 

 

Next Week: 

Monday: Sports Club,  Urafiki 

Assembly 

Tuesday: WASP, Swimming, 

Theatre Alibi – Table Mates 

Wednesday: WASP, Lego Boost 

Club 

Thursday: WASP, Running Club, 

Letters & Sounds 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship to include 

Remembrance 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake: 79  Raleigh: 64 

Well done Drake – a good start. 

 

Collective Worship: 

Our core values 

 

Theme for next week: 

Compassion 

 

Urafiki Charity Assembly 

Monday, 5
th

 November 9am 

A reminder that we are holding a 

special Collective Worship on 

Monday when members of the 

Urafiki team will be joining us to 

talk about the charity the school 

will be involved with.  

 

Letters & Sounds 

Mrs Hunt will be running a 

Letters and Sounds workshop in 

Ash Class on Thursday, 8
th

 

November from 6-7pm. If you are 

interested in finding out how we 

teach your children to read and 

spell, please come along to this 

information session. All family 

members are welcome.  
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 PTFA 

A big thank you to 

everyone who took part 

in the Lantern 

Competition and Parade. 

The lanterns were 

amazing, and judging 

was extremely difficult. 

Well done to everyone. 

A big thank you also to Martin and Phil, our PTFA dads! They worked tirelessly 

on the BBQ at the Bonfire and Fireworks Night. Many thanks to the village hall 

committee for giving us a generous £127 share of their profits.’ 

 

WOW! The PTFA are thrilled to announce that 

we are now fully booked for the evening 

Christmas Wreath Making on Sat 1st Dec at 

Offwell Village Hall. 

This is an amazing 30 places taken! Thank 

you! 

We have decided to hold another session in 

the afternoon, same day and same venue at 3.30-6.30pm, £20pp including a 

glass of mulled wine. 

This is also getting booked up but places are still available. Please let Claire 

Arscott know ASAP, if you’d like to join the festive fun and creativity. Many 

thanks. 

 

Governor Spot 

Please come and join the Governors for wine and cheese in 

the Offwell Social Club at 6.30pm on Thursday the 22nd 

November. We would like to get to know you more and share 

ideas of how we want to deliver the best we can for your 

children. This will be based around our School Vision and School Improvement 

Plan, but don't be put off by these headings. Really it's about how as parents, 

staff and Governors we can continue to work together so that the children 

flourish during their time at Offwell. Do please come and be a part of that; we 

look forward to seeing you then. 

We look forward to sharing our new SIP priorities and Vision in next week’s 

newsletter. 

A reminder that there is also a school Open Day on the same day (22
nd

 

November) at 1.30pm.This will focus on good mental health. 

Dr Phillip Ambler, Chair of Governors 

 
Handball 

On Monday, 10 children in Year 5 & 6: Myself, Ella, Mirabelle, Lilly-Grace, 

Aubrey, Alana, Eiran, Alex, Harry and Elli took part in a handball tournament 

against 4 other schools within the Learning Community. Offwell played 6 

matches and won 5, only losing to Upottery. We came second, only 4 points 

behind the winners. All the children were very competitive and really enjoyed 

it.  

Elana Pavey, School Ambassador 

Well done to everyone and thank you to Elana’s mum for helping Mrs Hurst. 

We look forward to reading Alex’s report on last 

night’s High 5 matches next week.  

The 1918 Commemorative 

Exhibition at St. Mary’s is now on 

permanent display leading up to 

Armistice Day on 11
th

 November 

2018. The exhibition commemorates 

the seven men from Offwell and 

Widworthy who lost their lives in the 

Great War, together with historical 

reflections on life in the parishes 

before, during and after World War 

One. We witness the end of the 

Copleston era and the break-up of 

the Widworthy Estate. The exhibition 

includes a display of ceramic poppies 

made by children from Offwell 

School.  On Sunday 11
th

 November 

the Remembrance Day Service will 

be held at 10.45am at St. Michael’s 

Cotleigh. Between 10.30 and 

11.00am half-muffled bells will be 

rung at St. Mary’s. The Church will be 

open for anyone wishing to view the 

exhibition or quietly reflect. 

 

Poppies  

As part of their topic work on First 

World War the children in Oak Class 

looked at the symbolism surrounding 

the poppy.  Mrs Whithear and Mrs 

Holohan have knitted a poppy for 

each child in Oak Class (we have 

sewn on a safety pin for easy 

attachment) – if you would like one 

we would like to ask for a donation 

of £1 which goes to the Royal British 

Legion. 

 

We also have the usual box of 

poppies for sale which children in 

Oak Class will take to all classes every 

day from next week. If you wish to 

purchase a poppy for your child, 

please send them in with some 

money (minimum amount 

recommended 20p). We also have 

some snap ruler wrist bands 

(suggested donation £2/3) and some 

rubber wrist bands (suggested 

donation £1). 

 

As Remembrance Day itself is on a 

Sunday this year, we are holding our 

Remembrance Service as part of our 

Celebration Collective Worship on 

Friday, 9
th

 November at 9am and 

everyone is welcome to attend.  

 
 
 


