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 Dear Friends and Families, 

As we complete our first half term, I have to say how much I have enjoyed my 

first six (and a half) weeks. It was lovely to meet so many of you during 

Parents’ Evenings, on Tuesday and Wednesday. Having now become 

completely familiar with our children’s names, I am finally getting to know all 

your names too, which is one of the privileges of leading a village school. It is 

clear how supportive you are, and as a result how your children are growing in 

confidence every day. Please remember, over half term, that reading (with/to) 

your child, even a little every day, is one of the most valuable gifts you can 

pass on.  

Thank you for the donated boots - we have already planted several wellies, 

which we will add to our wall, to replace any perished boots – and are happy 

to receive more. The Welly Wall is an iconic image of Offwell, representing 

how close we are to nature, (but also showing our fun side). The Welly Walks 

to Offwell Woods are a fundamental aspect of our school and we have been 

very lucky with the weather lately. We welcome any parents who would like to 

accompany us next half term; we will hope for sun, but plan for rain!  

Highlight of the Week: 

Ash: Making a Guy for the village bonfire! 

Willow: Writing stories about how to look after animals. 

Beech: Our long welly walk in reverse! 

Oak: Writing postcards from the trenches. 

 

The PTFA would like to invite 

you to a fabulous fundraising 

event this December.  

Spend a festive evening 

creating your very own 

wreath. 

All tuition and materials 

included, all you need to do is bring a pair of scissors or 

secateurs and let your inner creativity flow.  

Saturday 1st December, 7.30pm, Offwell Village Hall, 

£20 each, including a glass of mulled wine.  

See Claire Arscott to book your space with 

payment in full, closing date for bookings 23rd 

November. There are a limited number of 

places, so get in there quick! 

All profits go to the PTFA. 

 

Out of School Hours Provision – Questionnaire 

We are sending home both by paper copy and electronically a questionnaire 

regarding out of school hours provision as we would like to be able to offer 

wrap around care from 8am until 6pm to help with childcare arrangements. 

We are only able to offer sessions if they are financially viable so if you are 

interested please do complete and return the form before Friday, 2
nd

 

November. Could you please pass a copy of this questionnaire to anyone 

whose children do not attend Offwell School but may be interested or get 

them to contact us? At this stage you are not committing yourself if you tick a 

box! 

 

Friday, 19
th

 October  2018 

 

Stars of the Week: 

 

 

R – Harmonie Yr 1 – Elizabeth 

Yr 2 – Beth Yr 3 – Alice 

Yr 4 – Jamie Yr 5 – Ella 

Yr 6 - Jake 

 

Week beginning 29
th

 October: 

Monday: Sports Club, Handball 

(some yr5/6) 

Tuesday: WASP, Swimming 

Wednesday: WASP, Lego Boost 

Club 

Thursday: WASP, Running Club, 

High 5s (some yr 5/6) 

Friday: Celebration Collective 

Worship, Ash welly walk 

 

 

Weekly House Points: 

Drake:  131  Raleigh: 113 

Well done Drake. 

This means that Drake are the 

half termly winners and will be 

awarded a non-uniform day on 

Friday, 2
nd

 November 

 

Collective Worship: 

Core Values 

Theme for next week: 

Getting on and falling out! 
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 Governor Spot 

At our Governing Body meeting last night, amongst other things, we talked 

about our vision for the school and our School Improvement Plan. We look 

forward to sharing both of these in the first newsletter after half term.  

 

Keeping Your Child Safe Online 

We are sending home a leaflet to those who receive email called ‘A Parents’ 

Guide to being Share Aware’ which you may find useful.  

 

Willow Class Gym Festival 

Willow Class recently took part in a gym festival in Honiton. The children loved 

all the activities that the Honiton Learning Community put on for them. It is a 

wonderful way for the children to get moving! Elliot Arscott said ‘I really 

enjoyed doing all the different jumps.’ 

Elana Pavey and Alex Cregan, School Ambassadors 

 

Charity 

We have been looking for a charity we would like to get involved with as a 

school and we have chosen Urafiki. There will be a special Collective Worship 

on Monday, 5
th

 November at 9am to which everyone is invited when members 

of the Urafiki team will be joining us to tell us more about their work. If you 

would like more information prior to this please visit:  

www.urafiki.org.uk  

 

Teaching Assistant Appointment 

As we said goodbye to Mrs Williams today and following a recruitment process 

we are delighted to advise you that we have appointed Mr Bardot as a 

Teaching Assistant in Beech Class. You will know Mr Bardot as our Sports 

Coach already and he will continue this role but spread over 3 afternoons 

instead of all day on Mondays. If this has an impact on your child’s PE day, we 

will advise you although PE kits should be in school every day anyway. He will 

begin his full time post on 12
th

 November. Of course, he will continue to run 

after school sports’ club on Mondays as usual.   

 

Children in Need – Friday, 16
th

 November 

The School Council met this week and agreed that we would make this year’s 

Children in Need Day a Topsy Turvey Day. The children will be able to dress in 

mismatched or inside out clothes for a £1 donation to the cause.The PTFA will 

be running a cake stall at the end of the day and there will be a spotty cake 

competition where people are asked to guess the number of spots on it! 

 

School Meals 

Devon Norse has produced a new menu which will take affect after half term. 

If your child has a school dinner, please mark on the menu their choice and 

which days they will be having a hot lunch (unless they will be having Option 

One every day).  

 

Half Term 

During half term, I hope that many of you will be out and about and maybe 

you will be able to enjoy the Fireworks. Whatever you do as a family, or with 

friends, have fun and stay safe. We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 

29th October, ready to learn! Best wishes for a restful and rewarding half 

term.       Lorna Legg 

Offwell Playground 

Offwell Playground project has 

been selected by Tesco for the 

Bags of Help, and will be available 

from Nov 1
st

 – December 31
st

, 

when you get a blue voucher 

after paying for your shopping, 

can you please drop in the one of 

three marked  Offwell Playground 

Project? We have asked for 

maximum amount of £4000.00, 

the one with the most counters 

gets the amount they asked for, 

so hopefully this will be the play 

park! This will be a super boost to 

the funds, which I understand are 

in excess of £4000.00 at the 

moment. Thank you. 

Anne Richards 

 

Village Charity Fireworks 

Friday, 26
th

 October  

Gates open at 6.15pm 

£5 entry for over 14 year olds – 

younger children free. 

 

The PTFA lantern parade will 

leave school at 6.30pm. If you 

have not bought a tea light, you 

will still be welcome to come 

along with your lantern and pay 

on the night. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


