
Offwell C of E Primary School 

Celebra�ng the Year 2017—2018 

So what have we been doing this year?  — An overview. 

Another year with much to celebrate!  When the children began lis�ng the Spor�ng events 

we’ve competed in over the course of this year I ran out of space to write them down!   

We’ve travelled the world -  a group of Y6’s spent a week in Italy and a group of Y5’s trav-

elled to a sub-zero Latvia, walked on a frozen lake and saw waves frozen at the seashore.  

It’s not only those children who have grown in confidence but it has been wonderful to 

celebrate the wide variety of reasons for our ‘Stars of the Week’ every Friday in our Cele-

bra�on Collec�ve Worship – an event that’s always made more special thanks to the num-

ber of parents, aunts, uncles and grandparents who not only join us but also join in!  Of 

course Offwell woods has remained a firm favourite—with exci�ng new developments to 

come down there!  Our Youth Speaks’ teams par�cipated in the Year 6, 5 and 3/4 events 

again and astound us with their deba�ng skills – Offwell children kept up their winning 

streak again this year, well done!  We’ve introduced Pet Therapy sessions to 

some of our children, thank you to our volunteers who have supported us by 

bringing along three lovely dogs who the children have really benefited from 

spending �me with (… and staff too)! It’s proven a valued addi�on to our ever-

growing wellbeing programme.  We have introduced Maths No Problem this 

year, our children enjoy having their own special book, enjoy their learning and 

we have seen evidence of improving standards across the school.  We were 

pleased that parents were able to join lessons earlier this half term and have 

plans to invite you all back early next year for more! 

Our Children’s Highlights. 
a project following the progress of the swallows using 

the camera that was set up in the porch – unfortunately 

they didn’t nest, so you will all just have to try again next 

year and I’ll have to look on the website to find out what 

happens!  KS2 thoroughly enjoyed the Thelma Hulbert 

Gallery Automaton Workshops, every child inves�gated, 

designed and made their own automaton using cams 

that both rotated and li@ed and lowered their models.   

Our children proved their crea�vity and imagina�on with 

some fantas�c designs they were really proud of.  At the 

Y5/6 Barton Hall residen�al children demonstrated their 

resilience and bravery, comple�ng a wide range of physi-

cal challenges: climbing, canoeing, a zip wire—far too 

much to write about here! Ash enjoyed their Wildlife 

park visit, many parents bravely held some scary animals 

too! 

We have con�nued our focus to ensure there’s a ‘wide vari-

ety of interes�ng and engaging ac�vi�es to capture chil-

dren’s imagina�ons’ (OFSTED 2017), listening to the chil-

dren recoun�ng what they’ve most enjoyed is always a 

pleasure!  The visit from the Donkey Sanctuary was enjoyed 

by everyone, it was par�cularly exci�ng when the two don-

keys arrived on the playground at the end of lunch �me and 

some children tried to plan a way to allow them to adopt a 

corner of the meadow “…then they could stay forever”!  At 

Christmas every child once again par�cipated in our produc-

�ons.  This year’s Na�vity and Hosanna Rock! were each a 

great success.  When I asked the KS1&2 children which song 

was their favourite (so we could sing it again as an encore), 

they simply couldn’t decide… so we decided to keep our 

audience going a liKle longer and chose a couple!  Not eve-

rything goes according to plan, we were looking forward to 
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Our staff recently had a training session 

down at Offwell Woods. We’ve been 

working with them to develop an area 

where we can take children for fire-

ligh�ng ac�vi�es. Staff have been 

trained up and some of our children 

have already enjoyed cocoa and marsh-

mallows down there!  We were delighted to receive a 

grant to purchase equipment which will really expand 

the opportuni�es we have for our much loved Wellie 

Walks!  Once again we worked with Exeter University to 

offer placements to two Student Teachers who worked 

with our KS2 classes during the Autumn and Spring 

Terms.  Mrs Holohan and Mrs Williams have con�nued 

offering our Parent Support Group through the year. At 

the moment it is a small group who meet, with parents 

Things you may not know!!! 

telling us they greatly value the opportunity to discuss a 

range of topics around our children’s wellbeing and 

their development – paren�ng is a hard job and it’s 

great to find others to talk with, share successes and 

lighten those things we find most challenging.  Do come 

and join them next year!  

As you know, I will be moving on from Offwell at the end 

of this term.  It will be hard to leave, I’ve enjoyed my 5 

years and 2 terms as head.  The new team has already 

begun working together in prepara�on for the exci�ng 

things to come next term and beyond!  Offwell is and 

will remain a very special place, we’ve all got wonderful 

memories of this year and the Staff and Governor teams 

look forward to fostering more for our children and fam-

ilies next year.  Have a super summer—let’s hope the 

weather con�nues to be kind to us! 

Enriching the learning journey. 
There’s far too much to men�on! 

• Amazing homework prac�cal pro-

jects: solar systems, trains, aquari-

ums... list goes on! (thank you fami-

lies!!!) 

• Visi�ng Italy: the Sassi and Altamu-

ra old town’s �ny alleyways. 

• Visi�ng Riga: walking on a frozen 

lake, the frozen sea, soooo much 

snow and the chocolate workshop! 

• Barton Hall Residen�al—Oak class. 

• Lots of trips! 

• Honiton Learning Community mas-

terclasses & workshops. 

• Fantas�c costumes on World Book 

Day! 

• Ash’s Ugly Bug Ball and Story and 

Rhyme �me. 

• PTFA Christmas Fayre, Community 

Tea Party, Fun Dog Show and much 

more! Thank you to all our volun-

teers for these super events! 

• Ligh�ng fires on Wellie Walks! 

Staff Professional Development 

• Fire Ligh�ng CPD—in the woods! 

• Modera�ng with local schools. 

• Children’s mental health CPD. 

• Au�sm Champion Training. 

• Working with other schools to 

share best prac�ce. 

• Visits to schools in Italy & Riga. 

• CPD with our Educa�onal Psy-

chologist. 

• Safeguarding Training, CSE, Pre-

vent, FGM, KCSiE for all staff. 

• Passive Interven�on and Preven-

�on Strategies training. 

 

It might be July, but there’s more to 

come... 

• Teachers and ‘new classes’ spend-

ing more �me together, 

• Y6 Leavers’ Assembly—they have 

ambi�ous plans once again! 

• End of term Celebra�on Assembly 

and awards. 

• Whole School Wellie Walk day. 

• Sports Day and Family Picnic. 

 

Into next year… 

We welcome Mrs Legg in the Autumn 

Term.  We want your help to build on 

our work this year with Maths No 

Problem—let’s foster a LOVE of 

NUMBER!  We will be focusing on 

wri�ng across the school, working 

with learning community schools to 

further develop our literacy learning. 

We’ll be encouraging children to be 

’courageous advocates’ for posi�ve 

change.     

 
We would par�cularly like to thank all our families for your support throughout the year, it is highly val-

ued!  A special thanks to all our Volunteers and the PTFA for your hard work to support our school and our 

children. We wish you all a very happy summer and look forward to welcoming you back in September! 


