
Autumn 2015 

Dear parents/carers, 

Welcome to a new term and a year in Beech class.  I’m really excited about ge#ng to know all 

the children in year 3 and 4 be'er and have already found out lots about them.  We have begun 

choosing and changing reading books and have started to develop the classroom rou*nes.  If you 

have any queries please catch me on the playground or email me at cthomas@offwell-

primary.devon.sch.uk  

Over the course of 

the term children  

will develop greater 

control over more complex sentence structures—

including how to use different types of clauses.  

They will learn new spelling pa'erns and develop 

a wider understanding of gramma*cal terms such 

as ‘clause’ and ‘adverbial’.   We will be studying 

fic*on and non-fic*on texts throughout the term.  

Children will read in guided reading groups as well 

as to an adult when required. 

Maths Nearly all learning in maths 
this term will focus on number—
this will start with work on place 
value and coun*ng.  We will move 
on to look at addi*on and subtrac-
*on strategies which will include 
mental calcula*on and boundary crossing.  Chil-
dren will also learn mul*plica*on and division 
strategies and will focus on the different *mes 
tables (more in year 4).  Most maths lessons will 
begin with a problem that the class will solve - 
this will help to make maths more ‘real’.  Chil-
dren will also learn a number of visualisa*on 
methods to support learning in maths. 

PE will be on a Monday (Hockey to begin 

with) and Wednesday (swimming from 

the 20th Sept) —please ensure children 

have appropriate kit.  

Also this term - ‘Inspira*onal people’ in RE, 

French, Music, PSHE and of course Christmas (that 

seems a long way away).    

Learning in science this term 
will begin by looking at light 
and shadows.  Children will 
inves*gate how shadows 

seem to move and about reflec*ons.  Learning will 
move on to states of ma'er aAer half term when 
children will be looking at solids, liquids and gases. 

Homework will be handed out on a Wednesday and collected in on a Monday and will some*mes in-

clude ‘Mymaths’                
   Mr Thomas  and Mrs HurstMr Thomas  and Mrs HurstMr Thomas  and Mrs HurstMr Thomas  and Mrs Hurst    

 

Art work will be based around por-
traits where children will learn 
about some of the famous Tudor 
portaits and then have a go at 
some of their own.  AAer half term, 

children will learn sewing skills where they will make 
Tudor money pouches. 

Our Topic this term: Life in Tudor *mes. This term we will be learning about the lives of the Tudors.  Chil-
dren will learn about how this period of Bri*sh history started and about the lives of the monarchs.  Chil-
dren will also find out about the lives of the Tudor rich and poor, why lives were so short, what life was 
like for children.  Of course we will also learn about the lives of Henry VIII’s wives.  We will also have a 
trip to Buckfast Abbey to learn more about the Tudor way of life and see some real artefacts. 
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