
Minutes of Curriculum & Learning Committee of Offwell C of E Primary School held on 8
th

 December 

2016 

 

  
Present: Mrs Billington(AB), Mrs Murray (KM), Mr C Thomas, Mr Wallace (IW) 

& Mrs Davey (JD) (clerk)  

Action 

By 

Time 

scale 

1  Apologies:  Mrs Hayes (CH) and Mr Pavey (DP)   

2  

Pecuniary Interest:  Governors were invited to declare any relevant Pecuniary 

Interest at that point or if it became apparent that there was one later in the 

meeting. 

  

3  

Minutes of Previous Meeting 6
th

 October 2016  & Matters arising: 

These were accepted as an accurate record. They were signed accordingly 

with matters arising discussed as agenda items. 

  

4  Headteacher’s Report   

4 1 The Headteacher’s Report was shared at the last FGB meeting. Items discussed 

in depth were:  

  

4 2 The 6 children going to Spain have been identified. Names went into a hat. 2 

Pupil Premium are included. Adults going are Mr Dunning and Mrs Hurst. 

Flights have been booked. All children have acted brilliantly with those children 

able to go being very considerate towards the feelings of the others. Empathy 

has been shown by all children showing exemplary attitudes. 

Governor question – IW – Does the mix of children going have an impact on risk 

assessments?  

AB reassured governors that it would not. Two of the children sometimes 

display mildly challenging behaviour but have staff who know them well and I 

do not expect any problems.  

AB advised governors that after school Spanish lessons have started for Oak 

Class. These have been offered to all children and taken up by 10 which 

governors acknowledged is a very high percentage. AB attended the lesson too.  

  

4 3 Curriculum Team update – Earlier in the week a T4T morning was held focusing 

on the Wellbeing Team. Formal feedback will be delivered to governors and 

staff on the non pupil day in January.  

  

4 4 Early Years’ Advisor’s Visit – Governors have received the feedback form. The 

report mentioned that we should consider offering snacks at any point in time 

and not have a fixed time as provision should be  continuous. AB explained that 

we have decided to do it the way we do after consulting with parents and 

children. Staff, children and parents are happy but with the way we do it but AB 

pointed out that this point would be raised in all reports as we do not do what 

is recommended. Governors acknowledged that we are flexible enough to 

change arrangements should circumstances dictate.  

Mrs Hunt has attended CPD which has updated her on the requirements 

around 2 year olds. This issue needs to be addressed next term by the 

Resources Committee. The EY advisor has advised that if we wished to accept 2 

year olds there is nothing about the building and facilities that would prevent 

this. AB informed governors that the advice surrounding lowering the age 

range of the school has changed and whereas they had been advising not to do 

this, advice is now that this should be considered.  

Governor question – IW – Would the ‘nursery’ provision be inspected separately 

if we had an Ofsted inspection? 

AB advised that it would not. 

Governor question – IW – What would reducing the age range do in practice? 

AB advised that we could call ourselves a primary school and nursery. This 

would help when people were ‘googling’ our provision for younger children. AB 

advised that our children are not ‘fenced’ in but this is quite acceptable as our 

  



children are well supervised and can’t exit the site. We were verbally advised 

this would not need to alter for 2 year olds.  

Governor question – IW -What is Mrs Hunt’s view of the2 year old decision? 

AB confirmed that she would need to be invited to any discussion by governors 

eg at Resources meeting. CH will also be invited.  

4 5 Governor questions – CH – these had been provided in advance of the meeting 

and forwarded to IW and AB in advance.  

Most of the questions have been answered within the meeting or have been 

addressed prior to the meeting.  

Is transition an ongoing process? 

AB confirmed that transition was appropriate in late summer term. 

Governor question – IW – Do we get feedback from the secondary schools? 

AB advised that we did. The secondary school visited school prior to the 

children attending and met with the class teacher. She advised that where the 

children’s needs are different, we will ensure that this is addressed at the 

secondary school.  

Could AB give an update on KS1 spelling, grammar and punctuation testing? 

AB confirmed that these continue their current status (not statutory). 

When is the mud kitchen going to be done? 

AB confirmed that this is currently being made.  

  

4 6 Honiton Learning Community – Teachers have attended moderation and all 

appropriate meetings. Children have attended all sporting events.  

  

4 7 Attendance – Both staff attendance and children’s attendance is both excellent 

at the moment. 

  

4 8 Review website – This currently meets all statutory requirements. The Pupil 

Premium information has recently been updated and some broken links have 

been repaired following the recent financial audit.  

  

4 9 Parent Engagement – AB confirmed that the parents have received relevant 

policies for feedback. 

  

5  Data   

5 1 IW informed governors that he had met with AB to go through data. The Ofsted 

Data Dashboard had been sent to governors in advance. Headlines show that 

we are generally in line or above national with everything. Attainment in 

reading is a particular strength although this is not reflected in the report as it 

does not include the changes resulting from a remark.  

The 2016 summary of the Dashboard shows no significant weaknesses 

identified.  

IW reminded governors that we have very small cohorts so the confidence 

interval is broad. The difference between us and national is always less than 

one child.  

It is confirmed that Maths is identified as needing more work – the school had 

already identified this and relates to children who achieved relatively high in 

KS1. AB pointed out that the mental health of some of this group have been 

pulling the data down and if these children are disaggregated then the story 

would be very different. This is why we are presently focusing on Wellbeing 

within school.  

Governor question – KM – Is there a reason we are noticing more vulnerable 

children? Are we attracting them to our school? 

AB said it seemed to be a trend across all local schools. 

Is this the same for Pupil Premium children? Our numbers have doubled over 

the past couple of years? 

AB advised that other schools had not noticed a significant difference on the 

scale we have.  

Governor question – IW – what can we do to improve children’s mental health 

eg increase mindfulness training? 

  



AB confirmed that children have received this training and in her opinion, it 

was very useful and would like to see it continued. 

CT advised governors that we have done a lot of work on growth mindsets 

recently. 

AB advised governors that you would never see an adult responding in a way to 

a child that could be perceived as negative.  

Governor question – CT – would be it be useful to explore mindfulness more 

with parents? 

AB advised that we signpost parents to relevant training through personal 

contact and advertising in the newsletter. An increasing number of parents are 

accessing the Solihull parenting course and we inform parents of Children’s 

Centre courses and activities. 

Governor question – IW – Can we offer an introduction to mindfulness to 

parents? 

AB agreed that we could do this. 

5 2 Governor question – Is there anything else we should be focussing on? 

AB advised that this should be Maths at KS2 and Writing (at greater depth) in 

KS1. AB advised that already the children an improved picture than they did 

back in the summer.  AB pointed out that in Year 2 there is a disparity of high 

achievers and children working below age expectation. 

Governor question – KM – Is this a problem for the high achievers? 

AB reassured governors that she did not see this as a problem with the way we 

plan the curriculum and adult support in class. Intervention strategies are in 

place to help the lower achievers. AB advised that it would not work if the class 

was taught as a whole group. It is essential that the class is broken into smaller 

directed groups. 

 

We need to look at individual children and their stories and disaggregate 

children when appropriate. There are no surprises with the data and everything 

is included in the School Improvement Plan.   

  

6  SIAMS   

6 1 Nothing to report as the Ethos Group have not met since last reported to 

governors.  

  

7  Visits - triangulation   

7 1 Suggested visits will be included in the governor email next week. Governors 

are invited to the non-pupil day in January. 

  

8  Policies   

8 1 Against-Bullying – Governors agreed to adopt the revised policy now parents 

have been consulted and all other stakeholders. Mrs Hunt has taken the 

children’s version to the School Council and this will be adopted once changes 

have been agreed by all parties.  

  

8 2 Outdoor Visits – Governors agreed to adopt the new model policy.   

8 3 Safeguarding Policy – Governors agreed to adopt the new policy which 

acknowledges the latest recommendation for keeping children safe in 

education.  

  

9  What has  been the impact of the meeting for the children?   

9 1 Helpful discussion about mindfulness with a focus on wellbeing for the 

children.  

Agreeing the focus after looking at data. 

Making decisions for the younger children ensuring it is right for them. 

  

10  Date of next meeting: Tuesday, 24
th

 January – 5.15pm 

16
th

 March – 5.15pm 

Provisional – Thursday, 4
th

 May – 5.15pm 

  

 


