The Link May for June
We are fully immersed in the Summer Term now. It is a rewarding time of year as we look
at how children have progressed and think of all the ways they have made us, and
themselves, proud.
All government proscribed testing for Years 2 and 6 is now at an end. No doubt many of you
will have been reading in the National press about the series of mishaps which accompanied
this year’s SAT tests. At Offwell we think it is important that children feel confident to
undertake a test, these are not the only ones completed in a child’s primary school
experience. We aim to make them as stress free as possible.
Having fun at an
after SATs
lunchtime BBQ.

There is an annual residential trip for children in the oldest class and this year they
journeyed south to Barton Hall near Torquay. Whilst away they experienced a wide range of
very adventurous outdoor opportunities and thoroughly enjoyed letting off steam. The staff
who accompany them often come back exhausted – it is a privilege and also a huge
responsibility looking after other people’s children, many of whom have never been away
from home. Thank you to Mr Thomas and Mrs Taviner for their brave efforts.
Although we are a rural school it is perhaps surprising how
less aware of nature today’s children sometimes are. There
has been much in the news about David Attenborough and
he has talked of the universal fascination of lifting up a
stone and discovering what is underneath. This has been
mirrored in how our children respond when they come face
to face with nature on welly walks and in class. One of the
children in Willow Class brought in some tadpoles. Their
teacher, Mr Dunning, brought in a big aquarium and they have been absorbed in watching
the activities in the tank, studying and discussing the physical changes and how we have had
to adapt the environment to suit their changing needs. David Attenborough watch out!
Our PTFA are organising a 'Strictly Fun Family Dog Show' at Offwell Sports and
Recreational Ground on Sunday 19th June from 11am. There will be a raffle and
refreshments. Enquires to Donna on 07790915155 or Caroline on 07842962658.
Remember we have an Open Day on the afternoon of Tuesday 5 July. Come and see the
school working, walk through our meadow and meet our staff.

