
IW Curriculum Committee Meeting15th March 2016 
Agenda Notes for IW  
 
 
 

(1) Better Governor – Primary School Accountability February 2016 
Headline Measures 
Definition of Higher Standard and Scaled Scores “…not known until KS2 tests have 
been marked during summer of 2016” 
 
How should governors question on Headline Measures at Curriculum March 2016? 
How do we question on teacher assessment/expectations of progress under the new 
‘definition’ of standards and scores – that are as yet unknown? 
 
I have just read in Clerks Alert (26th February) the DfE ‘5 things you need to know’ on 
primary assessment: 

1. Setting a higher bar 
2. Preparing for the new tests 
3. Getting it right 
4. Teachers won’t have to fill out 6,120 check boxes 
5. A new floor standard which sets out high expectations for all. 

 
At no point in the document (which appears to be in response to serious concerns 
expressed by teaching staff) is there any ‘guidance for governors’ on robust 
questioning and monitoring with regard to progress data up to and including Summer 
2016. 
 
It would appear that: ‘… the teacher assessment frameworks for this year are only an 
interim solution’ so it might be useful for governors on the Curriculum committee if 
HT, CT and Shu, in their pre-committee reports, were to give us a brief overview of 
the progress and assessment tools that are being used by teaching staff during the 
interim period.  
 
We have always shown, I think, robust questioning at Curriculum, based on excellent 
and informed reports from HT, CT and SHu. I am not so sure that we can continue 
with robust questions if we are expected to challenge ‘unknowns’. 
 
Questions I have at the moment are: 
With regard to point 4 can we have a brief explanation of: ‘… making judgements 
against the simple ‘pupil can’ statements in the interim frameworks’? 
Can HT, in her Head Teacher Report, tell us whether the new measures will ‘impact’ 
on teaching styles and if they do, how they do? 
Will the changes involve increased CPD time away from the classroom? 
Will this involve extra time/work for HT with CK(NQT) or is this/will this be covered 
within school staff meeting time, T4T, peer group training etc? 
 
 

(2) CT feedback from Outstanding Teaching Programme 
Will CT have further feedback for Governors at Curriculum on research mentioned in 
the feedback report with other school delegate? Plus outcome? 
Are there specific questions we should be asking HT and CT regarding the 
Outstanding Teaching Programme? 



For example, has ‘Dr Ice’ been shared at staff meetings and is this model being 
used/about to be used in T4T sessions? If the latter is it proving to be helpful? 
How, if at all, does this ‘model’ differ from teaching styles already in place at Offwell? 
Is there anything else to report on ‘Recommendations/Actions’? 
Any updates on the ‘Growth Mindsets’ programme? 
 
 
 

(3) Universal Infant Free School Meals 
As we do not and will never have 150 children on the school roll can I have an 
update on how this will affect Offwell FSU 2016/17? 
Has this been discussed at Resources with regard to funding and will it appear on the 
agenda at FGB? 
 
 

(4) UK ESERO Tim Peake Primary Project 
Does the ESERO project impact on maths/science learning in school? 
Science week (14th-18th March) – good to have update? 
Also good to have update on all new approaches (on-line and off-line) to teaching 
maths across the school? Raspberry Pi 3? 
Progress with Mastery? 
 
 

(5) Spelling 
Can CT give feedback on how well the ‘zero tolerance’ spelling corner in Oak is 
working. 
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