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Parental Feedback: Swimming  

26 responses were returned to the school.  Some families (not all) chose to inform us of how many 

children their responses represented. 

Bold is responses representing number of responses returned (ie number of families).  

Plain text represents the known number of children this affects. 

Given the new DCC initiative do you think it would be a good idea if the school offered children in 

both Beech and Oak Classes the chance to swim for 10 sessions in the autumn term?  Yes/No 

Yes No 

20 (29) 2 (3) 

Are you happy with just Beech Class being offered swimming lessons  Yes/No 

Yes No 

7 (9) 13 (20) 

Do you feel it is appropriate for PTFA  to contribute to the cost of swimming transport? Yes/No 

Yes No 

17 (26) 3 (4) 

Acknowledging that the cost of swimming is by voluntary donation, would you make the 

suggested contribution (covering lesson costs and not transport – about £2.50 per session)   

Yes/No 

Yes No Don’t know 

20 (28) 3 (4) 1 (2) 

If transport costs were not covered by the PTFA would you make the additional contribution of 

£1.60 if both classes went Yes/No  

Yes No Don’t know 

12 (17) 8 (12) 3 (4) 

or £3.40 if only Beech Class went Yes/No 

Yes No Don’t know 

5 (7) 15 (22) 3 (4) 

Would you like to see other classes have swimming lessons Yes/No 

Yes No Don’t know 

14 (20) 7 (10) 1: Prefer Oak & not Beech 

Would you like one class to swim more often eg. Beech Class swim all year Yes/No 

Yes No Don’t know 

3 (5) 11 (15) 3 (4) 

Comments shared: 

For swimming Against swimming 

1. How can you put a cost on a life-skill? 

2. We pay for lessons, but you always need 

more and we acknowledge there is a need 

1. We already pay £5 for a lesson in a group of 

6 

2. I would prefer additional tuition in a core 



Offwell C of E Primary School 

for all children to swim, not all have 

lessons. 

3. It is essential that as many children can 

swim as possible. It’s a life skill. 

4. Private lessons are not an option for all 

5. I already pay for lessons, but it is a life skill 

and I would pay again  

6. Given the geography of Devon, swimming 

is of huge importance for all children 

7. We don’t have lessons, it is essential for 

our children to swim at school. 

subject to swimming lessons (already have 

lessons) 

3. I already pay £50 for lessons and I can’t 

afford to pay more for swimming. 

For PTFA paying for transport Against PTFA paying for transport 

1. I contribute towards PTFA and want my 

child to benefit from this 

1. PTFA funds should be used for things to 

benefit all the children and the school. 

Other comments 

1. I prefer lessons all year for one class then I could stop paying for additional lessons. If it’s a Devon 

County initiative, Devon should provide the funding. 

2. Beech and Oak makes the cost more effective 

3. I am unhappy there is no national funding for swimming 

4. It’s financially more viable if both Beech and Oak swim, and it is then included as one of the 

‘seasonal sports’ within PE 

5. Can we have the cheapest option for swimming please? 

6. The Government should fund swimming as they do other subjects. 

7. Swimming shouldn’t be a voluntary contribution, everyone should pay. 

8. Parents should be able to opt in and out of swimming lessons 

9. My child can swim but was in the shallow end. 

10. Oak should swim (as opposed to Beech) because they are older.  Just 10 sessions is a waste of 

time, it’s not enough.  My child was in the middle group despite being able to confidently swim a 

length, the child was frustrated. My child can swim, school lessons are a total waste of money. 

11. Children will make more progress with more than 10 sessions. It’s always a tricky subject, but 

sharing transport is the most cost effective way around it. 

12. I pay for swimming lessons. But I agree with the need for a higher standard.  

 

 

 


