
Offwell School Parent Council 
Minutes 13.10.2015 

 
Attendees: Mary Vanneck, Marina Hodder, Evonne Pavey, Jenny Lidster, Rachel Ponting 
 
Apologies: Ursula Easton-Pool, Vikki Sparks 
 
 
Feedback from last meeting 
For those who had been unable to attend, Rachel briefly outlined what had been covered at 

the previous meeting, which had been held with Mrs Billington:  

• The School Improvement Plan Overview of Priorities 

• Subjects that the school would like parent/Parent Council input on over the next few 

terms – Homework Policy, ‘My Maths’ online homework programme, Behaviour Policy 

• OFSTED Parent view – need for an update 

Following the meeting, the Parent Council drafted a letter to go out in book bags inviting 

parents to log on and share views on Parent View to give a more accurate representation of 

the school as it is now. 

 

Behaviour Policy 
The governors are in the process of reviewing the school’s Behaviour Policy and have asked 

for input from parents. The policy was discussed and a number of points, questions, queries 

were raised regarding the current policy: 

• The impression generally is that staff have a good handle on behaviour in class. 

Parents are often more concerned about playtimes – if children come home upset 

about something it is sometimes related to playground behaviour (unkindness, 

friendship groups, being left out of a game). Should there be a ‘playground 

management’ section in addition to the ‘classroom management’ section? 

• Is there an set ‘handover’ period or timely opportunity for playground supervising staff 

to hand over any playtime issues to class teachers? 

• Headteacher’s awards ‘pupils also share juice and biscuits with the headteacher as a 

special treat” – does this still happen?! General feeling was that food-related rewards 

should not be given. 

• The Bullying Policy is separate – we felt that this was a good thing as it is a significant 

issue in its own right –however, the Bullying Policy should be referred to in the 

Behaviour Policy as they are clearly linked. 

• We feel parents would like a section on playground management and how parents 

raise concerns about unkind / unsociable behaviour during playtime. 

• A ‘buddy- or friendship-bench’ was suggested by a parent who has seen this work well 

elsewhere – if a child is feeling sad or they have no-one to play with they can sit on the 



buddy bench – children are encouraged to sit with/invite that child into their game – or 

their can be designated ‘buddies’ who will join the child on the ‘buddy bench’. 

 

Gathering input from other parents on the Behaviour Policy it was felt that another 

questionnaire or sending out the 4 page document policy in book bags wouldn’t be effective. 

We will ask the school to include a paragraph in the newsletter, with a link to the online 

Behaviour Policy, asking for parents thoughts/ feedback. This can be fed back directly to the 

school, or via the Parent Council. 

 

Parent helpers on school trips 
This issue was brought by a parent to the Council - more parents would be interested in 

helping on school trips and welly walks, but often not much notice is given (making it harder 

for those who work and cannot make arrangements at short notice). Sometimes parents ask 

about helping out but find that others have already been offered the opportunity and there are 

no more spaces. 

 

It was mentioned that the school does invite volunteers at the beginning of the school year (to 

help in class, or welly walks or trips), and they need to have a DBS check done before being 

able to help with any of these activities. Can we ask the school to put something about this in 

the newsletter again, and to ask parents on a termly basis? It would be good to make the 

process clearer and to give an opportunity to all parents who would like to be involved. Is 

there currently a waiting list, or other means of making sure all those who have been DBS 

checked to have an opportunity to help? 

 

Parent Council communication 
We talked about the Council needing to communicate more effectively with parents about 

issues that we have discussed and to make it easier for parents to approach us with issues 

that they may want the Council to look at.  We will create a parent council email address, we 

will publish minutes on the noticeboard, include summaries of meetings in the school 

newsletter, ask about putting minutes on the school website, and let everyone know who the 

members of the Council are. 

 
If you have an issue that you would like to bring to the Parent Council for discussion, 
you can email us on: offwellparentcouncil@gmail.com 
 
Or find one of us in the playground at drop-off/ pick-up – we are: 
Marina Hodder, Mary Vanneck, Vikki Sparks, Ursula Easton-Pool, Jenny Lidster, 
Evonne Pavey and Rachel Ponting 
 
Our meetings alternate between daytime and evening and all are welcome! 


